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glg A - A AT olFY Aole FEAM ZE A7) Hy) E7Y BA =9
AF9) e} ZA, B 7bs Q%Y ¥F BA 5 4F A3 BAE opylshe 9o
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7} drbgEdl AFH dvke AL Av|FH(E 9) 2 (E 10) #2).
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abstract

Transition of the Korean Rural Society:
On the Basis of Population and Family Changes

Tai~Hun Kim

We have approached this study on the basis of population and family changes.
We have selected two suburban and two general rural areas for this research. The
suburban rural areas are located next to Chungju City, which is the biggest city in
Chungbuk Province, and the residents are able to commute to Chungju. The general
rural areas are located in Boeun Gun, which is a typical agricultural county in
Chungbuk Province. We have conducted two round surveys at the research areas:
1995-1996 for the first round and 1999-2000 for the second round surveys. Since
the surveys were completed ones interviewed by enumerators, we have used the
survey data directly for the analysis by year and region.

The population sturcture by age and sex in general rural areas is shaped as a
reverse triangle, which is becoming more serious because of the continuing
emigration of young generation. Most of the young generation moves to the urban
areas and their old parents only are left in their hometown, rural areas. When the
parents become old and die, the number of households in the areas decreases
rapidly. If there are no more new family formations, therefore, the rural society itself
would cease to exist in near future.

However, the situation of suburban rural areas was a different case. Although
the rural young generation has moved to urban areas, other young age groups have
moved into the areas with their small enterprises and for the low living costs. The
original residents become older and the young age groups are replaced with the new
immigrants continuously. Therefore, the traditional agricultural society will be
replaced with a non-agricultural society, which will have more characteristics of

urban areas.

Key Words: changes of rural society, rural population, rural family, aging,
migration



