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Design of Pagoda Park, Seoul

Kim, Sung-Kyun

Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Seoul National University

ABSTRACT

This design proposal was presented to a design competition for renovation of the Pagoda Park,
located in Chongro-2ga, Chongro-gu, Seoul, where the first “Manse”(hurrah) Movement fighting against
Japanese colonization, broke out on March 1st, 1919. The park has been considered to be the first modern
park in Korea also.

The objectives for the design were to make a sacred place to commemorate the 3.1 “Manse”
Movement, to preserve and symbolically memorialize historic remains of the old "Wongaksa” Temple,
and to provide natural and rest areas for citizen.

For the space composition, three axes symbolic of, ‘freedom and independence,” ‘mercy,” and
‘nature,” were created. For the freedom and independence axis, existing facilities, such as statures and
monuments related to the 3.1 Movement, were relocated centering around the octagonal pavilion, which
was the starting point for the movement, to give order of the site.

For the mercy axis, symbols of traditional temple structures, such as, ‘Iljugate’ - ‘Pian bridge’ -
‘Chonwang gate’ - ‘Haetal gate’ - Pagoda - Buddhist sanctum, were created to symbolize the temple
remains and placeness. For the nature axis, tree groves, walking trails, and rest areas for citizen were
provided around the site. As a whole the design provided structural orders from secular spaces outside to

sacred spaces inside.

Key Words : Pagoda Park, Urban Park, Historic Park, Park Renovation
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