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~ "central processing unit” {44 Z 3}

8012 249
(CPU, processor) The part of a computer which controls all the other parts.
Designs vary widely but, in general, the CPU consists of the control unit, the
arithmetic and logic unit (ALU) and memory (tegisters. cache, RAM and ROM) as
well as various temporary buffers and other logic. The control unit fetches
finstructions from memory and decodes them to produce signals which control
ithe other part of the computer. This may cause it fo transfer data between

central
processing architecture

; memory and ALU or to activate peripherals to perform input or output. A paraliel
\(%ﬁ:) Drocessor cormputer has several CPUs which may share other resources such as memory

and peripherals. The term “processor” has fo some extent replaced "CPU,

though RAM and ROM are riot normally considered as part of a processor. This
is particularly true of common modern rnicroprocessors though there have been
ricroprocessors which include RAM and/or ROM on the same integrated circuit, | ¢
The CPU Info Center lists many kinds of CPU. (1998-10-21) e
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AAAAA (MIT) An independent, coeducational university jocated _J
in Cambridge, MA, USA. Its best-known computer- 9

Massachusetfs related labs are the Artificial Intelligence Lab, the Lab
Hnstitute of for Computer Science and the Media Lab. It is also
Technology known for its hacks or practical jokes, such as &
(et=) 3:The Great Dome Police Car Hack . Resident computer,
hackers include Richard Stallman, Gerald Sussman and

Tom See al & 2:(hitp://web. mit.edu/s)
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