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Primary Laryngeal Malignant Melanoma :

Report of a Case with Review of Literatures

Fun-Seo Kim M.D., Yong Hee Lee M.D. *
Jeong Yun Shim M.D..* Yeong-Seok Yoo M.D.

Department of Otorhinolaryngology,* Pathology, Pochon Joongmun Medical University, Sungnam, Korea

Mucosal melanoma of the head and neck is a rare and usually lethal disease. Primary laryngeal malignant
melanoma(LMM) are exceedingly rare tumors that morphologically are readily confused with more common
types of laryngeal cancer. Treatment of choice for LMM is complete surgical excision and elective lymph node
dissection is usually not recommended. The use of radiation or chemotherapy is generally thought to have no
effect on local or distant discase and currently used as adjuvant therapy. The prognosis is extremely poor.

We have experienced a 61 year old male patient with symptoms of foreign body and lump sense in throat. A
dark pigmented polypoid mass was found on the right aryepiglottic folds with normal mobility of vocal cord.
Total laryngectomy was performed under the diagnosis of malignant melanoma. Bone scan revealed multiple
bony metastasis on ribs and lumbar vertebrae after 5 months of operation. There have been no evidence of
recurrence at primary area. The patient died after 8 months of operation.
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Fig. 1. Primary lesion shows polypoid mass arising from aryepi-
glottic fold and arytenoids. Ulceration and necrosis on me-
dial surface of the mass is visible(arrowhead).
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Fig. 2. MRI shows high signal intensity at periphery in T2 weighted
image(arrowhead).
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Fig. 3. Gross specimen after total laryngectomy shows that lesion is
located in supraglottic larynx(arrowhead). Glottis look like

intact grossly.

Fig. 4. Light microscopic finding reveals mucosa adjacent to tumor
representing junctional activity of melanoma(arrowheads),
which suggests larynx to be primary(H & £, X200).
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Fig. 5. Transmission EM shows that tumor cells contain variable
stages of melanosomes. The arrowheads indicate stage Il
melanosomes in the cytoplasm of tumor cell(X 78,000).
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