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A Study about Fitting of Children's Ready-to-Wear Clothing

Gyoung-Nam Yi and Ock-Sang Hahm
Dept. of Clothing and Textile, Keimyung University, Taegu, Korea

Abstract : The problem of fitting of children's clothing was researched through survey papers. The survey subjects were
the mothers of elementary school students (grade 1 6) and the appropriateness of size, satisfaction with size, and fittings
were asked. The survey area was divided into urban and rural areas. The following is the result: The children's clothing
was mostly purchased in stores that carry lower-middle price range. The elements considered upon purchase were in the
order of price, size, color and patterns. The frequency of purchase is 2 outfits a year, and the highest rate purchase was
shown during the change of seasons. The size was picked through trying on the garment. The preferred indication of size
was the one marked according to body size. The most popular size upon purchase was one size bigger than the proper
fitting size. Mothers want their children to be able to wear one outfit for two years and actually children were able to wear
them for two years. The highest degree of satisfaction upon proper fitting was bust girth and shoulder breath. The most
frequent reason for a new purchase is the length. The most frequent dissatisfaction is the way buttons are sowed on.

Key word : proper fitting, satisfaction with size, fitting, economic factors, satisfaction with fitting.
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Table 1. Background of Research Subjects (N=614)
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Frequency Distribution

Age

. Frequency Distribution
Education level

N. percentile N. percentile
35 years below 198 321 middle school & below 122 19.9
40 years below 323 52.6 high school 328 534
- 41 years bevond 94 153 college & bevond 164 26.7
. Frequency Distribution . Frequency Distribution
occupation income
N. percentile N. percentile
yes 211 34.4 1,000,000 below 70 114
No 403 65.6 1,500,000 below v . 108 17.6
2,000,000 below "151 24.6
2,500,000 below 202 329
2,500,000 below 83 13.5
Tale 2. Background of Research Children Subjects (N=614)
Grade The Order of Birth
Content male female
1 2 3 5 6 first second third forth
N. 298 316 106 100 102 101 99 106 273 273 47 21
% 48.5 51.5 17.3 16.3 16.6 16.4 16.1 17.3 44.5 45 7.7 34
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Table 3. Relationship between size selection and locality

S.S. PF SS. & PE MD. ASI Total
urban 12(3.9) 71(22.9) 95(30.6) 43(13.9) 89(28.7) 310(100)
rural 6(2) 06(349) 62(20.4) 60(19.7) 70(23) 304(100)
Total 18(2.9) 77(28.8) 57(25.6) 03(16.8) 59(25.9) 614(100)

#$*P< 001, ¥'=20.87, df=4, ( )=%

S.S; Suggestion of Salesperson, PE; Proper Fitting, S.S&PF; Sug-
gestion of Salesperson & Proper Fitting, M.D.; Mother's Discretion,
A.S.I; According to the Size Indication.
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Fig. 1. The Exchange after the Purchase of Children's Clothing.
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Table 4. Relationship Between Understanding of Size Indication &
Education Level

middle school high college & Total

& below school beyond
ABM. 43(35.2)  146(44.5) 72(43.9) 261(42.5)
S.S. 25(20.4) 90(27.5) 36(21.9)  151(24.6)
AS. 19(15.5) 55(16.8) 36(21.9) 110(17.9)
DM. 35(28.9) 37(11.2) 20(12.3) 92(15)
Total 122(100) 328(100) 164(100) 614(100)

*P< 001, ¥'=25.53, df=6, N=614, ( )=%, A.B.M.=According to
the Body Measurements, S.S=So So, A.S.=According to the Size
D.M.=It Doesn't Matter



142 el 818X A2E ARE, 20004

Table 5. Relationship Between Understanding of Size Indication & Income

1.000 below 1,500 below 2,000 below 2,500 below 2,500 beyond Total
ABM. 23(32.8) 36(33.3) 75(49.6) 92(45.5) 35(42.1) 261(42.5)
S.S. 14(20) 27(25) 32(21.2) 58(28.7) 30(24.2) 151(24.6)
AS. 17(24.4) 12(1L.1) 27(17.9) 32(15.8) 22(26.5) 110(17.9)
DM. 16(22.8) 33(30.6) 17(11.3) 20(10) 6(7.2) 92(15)
Total 70(100) 108(100) 151(100) 202(100) 83(100) 614(100)

**rp<.001, x°=45.52, df=12, ( )=%, unit=1000 won, A.B.M.=According to the Body Measurements, S.S.=So So, A.S.=According to the Size

D.M.=It Doesn't Matter
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Table 6. The fitting When Children's Clothing Are Properly Fitted
(N=614), (%)
A Little  Just A Little

ltem Small “goall Right Big D%

bust girth 28 8 60.7 22.1 6.4
shoulder breadth 2.1 6.8 60.7 249 5.5
waist girth 47 1.1 45 26.7 12.5
hip girth 3.9 119 58 20 6.2
arm length 37 10.6 38.8 37 9.9
upper garment length 3.4 9.9 51.8 29 59
crotch depth 4.2 14.3 55 21 5.5

under garment length 6.5 93 331 353 15.8

Table 8. The Parts of the Previous Clothes that were not properly fitting upon the New Purchase of Children's Clothing
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Table 7. Difference between upper grade & lower grade on hor-
izontal & vertical item

Items Mean T-value
Horizontal upper grade 2.84 2 55k
lower grade 2.7
I TS
S A e

*¥** p< 001, ** p< .01

(N=614), (%)

Item % Item % Item %
overall room 13.3 arm length 17.8 hip girth 5.0
bust girth 4.1 upper garment length 12.0 crotch depth 6.5
should breadth 4.1 waist girth 13.5 under garment length 234
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Size of Clothing

S: Samall, PES: Proper Fitting Size, O.S.B: One Size Bigger,
T.S.B: Two Size Bigger, than.T.S.: More Than Three Size Bigger

Fig. 2. The Size Chidren's Clothing upon Purchase.

Table 9. Relationship Between the Size of Children’s Clothing
upon Purchase & Locality

S ET.S 0SB T.S.B than T.S. Total
urban 1(0.3) 58(18.7) 206(66.5) 37(11.9) 8(2.6) 310(100)
rural  2(0.7) 39(12.8) 181(59.5) 61(20.1) 21(6.9) 304(100)
Total 3(0.5) 97(15.8) 387(63) 98(16) 29(4.7) 614(100)
#¥p< 001, X=1731, di=4, ( =%
S: Samll, PES.: Proper Fitting Size, O.S.B: One Size Bigger,
T.S.B: Two Size Bigger, than T.S.: Than Three Size Bigger
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S: Samll, PES: Proper Fitting Size, O.S.B.: One Size Bigger,
T.S.B: Two Size Bigger, than.T.S.: Than Three Size Bigger
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g Size of Clothing

Fig. 3. The Actual Time of Wear and the Size upon Purchase
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