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Landscape of Erosional Basin in Korea
—In case of land-use changes of hills—

summary

Erosional basins formed in middle and upper
reaches of Korean great rivers have been main
life space of local small and middle cities, but
previous studies on erosional basins are widely
apart from residents’ life and are in shortage
with the endeavor to elucidate the man and
environment relationship. This paper analyzes the
factors and the modes of land-use changes of
hills in the erosional basin.

In this paper four erosional basins with
different geological conditions are selected to
elucidate the effect of geological factor(Geochang:
granite, Chogye' metamorphic rock, Angye:
gravelly sedimentary rock, Maseong: limestone).
And the distribution of land use on the
transverse and longitudinal cross-section map of
the hill is described.

The landscape of erosional basin is consisted
of surrounding mountains, hills, dissected valleys,
and incoming river's floodplain. Dissected valleys
and incoming river's floodplain were reclaimed
early as paddy field and hills have been used as
woodland up to recently.

Residents have a new appreciation of hills as
a productive hill out of a traditional holy

Son, Myoung Won*

spacelmountain] by influence of capitalistic
thought that ‘natural environment is a sort of
productive resource’. Population increase is the
another pressure of hill reclamation.

The modes of landscape changes due to
natural conditions are as follow:

@ In Geochang basin with dense tectolinea-
ment spacing, the gentle part of hill is used as
field, orchard and agricultural-industrial complex
site and the steep part is as woodland.

@ Hills in Angye basin with sparse
tectolineament spacing are relatively flat because
of maintaining a part of original denudational
surface, and are used as orchids, field, paddy
fields and agricultural-industrial complex site.
The dissection valleys between hills are gentle
concave and are used as paddy fields.

@ Hills in Maseong basin are wide and flat,
and are used as fields, orchards, and agricultural
-industrial complex site.

@ Because hills in Chogye basin, a closed
type, are weared by affluents and are narrow
and short. Hills are used as woodland and wide
dissected valleys are reclaimed as paddy fields.

* Assistant Professor, Division of Social Studies Education{Geography), Taegu University.
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