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The Secondary School Education of Geography and

the System of Teacher Training in Belgium
—Focused on the Case of Francophone Community —

Summary

This study aims to make a research on the
secondary school education of geography and the
system of teacher training in Belgium, focused
on the case of Francophone Community. What
has been made clear by this research can be
summed up as follows.

The first two years of the secondary school
offer two hours of ‘environment education’, per
week, which can be categorized into the learning
of living geography, in that at this stage
students learn how to observe the geographic
phenomena in their daily life and pigeonhole
them. The two years of the second stage of the
secondary school offer one hour of ‘world
geography’ which actually is focused on the
district of Europe and Russia. The two years of
the third stage of the secondary school offer an
advanced course of geography which aims to
teach systematically the physical geography and
the human geography.

A remarkable change in geographic education
in Belgium is that in the wake of the Revision
Act of the secondary school education, textbooks
were replaced by other teaching manuals adapted
to the regional condition by the teachers. This
may result in a wide gap of achievements in
geography according to the conditions of

Kwak, Chul-hong*

educational establishments. Another notable change
is that the stress of geographic education tends to
be placed on the ability of acquiring practical
geographic knowledge rather than the geographic
information itself. And it is also another marked
tendency that most leaming activities in
geography class are conducted on the basis of
student-centered and the method of investigation.

Teachers of the lower secondary schools in
Belgium are trained in the School of Education as
multi-major teachers, such as a teacher for
biology-chemistry-geography or a teacher for
history-sociology-geography. Teachers of the higher
secondary school education are trained in the
Department of Teacher Education in universities as
solo-major teachers in that they are required to
know more deeply to teach an advanced course of
geography in the higher secondary schools. To
improve the teacher education meny folds of
policies are adopted. One is that many in-service
teachers are officially put into services of guiding
and teaching teacher training. Ancther is that
faculty members in charge of teacher training
course are trying to level up the qualifications of
teachers by rigorous disciplining.

Key words : Environment education, Multi-
majors teacher, Education program.

* Professor, Department of Social Studies Education, Gyeongsang National University
Researcher, Institute for the Secondary School Education, Gyeongsang National University
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