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MANDIBULAR RECONSTRUCTION BY TISSUE EXPANSION AND ILIAC BONE GRAFT

Kye-young Lee, Kong-In Min, Soo-il Cheung, Jae-byum Park, Jae-Jin Ahn, Do-geun Kim, ChaI-Hwan Kim
Dept. of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Dept. of Dentistry, Fatima Hospital

Soft tissue expansion is widely used technique in oral & maxillofacial reconstruction and provide new
method of reconstruction in posttraumatic alopecia, post burn, wide scar, congenital deformity, benign
tumor, tattoo, ete.

Expanded tissue flaps have the advantage of increased vascularity, proximity to the defect. and similarity
of color and texture. They also preclude the need to advance flaps from distant sites. Tissue expansion can
be used to form a well vascularized cavity to accomodate and nourish bone grafts. The following report
describes the uses of tissue expanders by allowing bone grafting to correct both soft and bony defects of
mandibular region
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Fig. 1. Preoperative facial photograph showing scar
contraction in the left cheek and facial asymmetry.

Fig. 2. Tissue expansion achieved by tissue expander
with internal reservoir below platysma.

Fig. 4 Tissue expansion after 3 weeks.
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Fig. 3. Low-profile type silicone expander used.

Fig. 5 Intraoperatlve facial photograph removing of
tissue expander.
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