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ABSTRACT

Background : One-quarter of Koreans are either students or school employeeS. Therefore, school
health programs for them have high levels of cost-benefit. School health programs, though, are focused on
services such as vaccination and physical examination according to administrational regulations without
systemic planning. Futhermore, college health programs run autonomously, not under the supervision of
the Ministry of Education. It is my intention to analyse the current status of college school health service
centers and use the basic data so generated to model how they might operate at an optimal leve] of
efficiency.

Methods : I intended to investigate all 29 colleges in Seoul except some specialized colleges such as
theological schools in the two-month period of ALigust and Septemnber, 1999. I used the telephone interview
method to ask questions relating to personal composition, medical equipment in use, annual expenditure
and the provision of school health services. School health services were composed of three items; health
services, health education and a healthy school environment.

Results : 27 college health service centers were surveyed. The median number of medical personal in
each center was 2, the range was 1-31. 7 centers(25.9%) have only nurses with no doctors. Annual
expenditures of 11 centers(30.1%6) was less than 10 million won, 19 centers(70.4%) were maintained by
support from their college. Thirteen centers(48.1%) provided doctor’s examinations, 6 centers(22.296)
provided dental care services, laboratory services were provided by seven centers(25.9%). Some 81.5% of
the centers had vaccination programs and 44.5% had health education programs. There was no school
environment program except insecticide provisions. College health service centers with school doctors
differed from centers without school doctors in terms of medical equipment range, annual expenditures and
annual case loads.

Conclusion : The structure and function of coilege health service centers in Seoul are diverse.
However, no center has a well~organized school health plan.
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