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Seropositive Rate of Orientia Tsutsugamushi in Tamias Sibiricus from Korea
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Yong Ju Lee!,

Ki-Joon Song' and Luck Ju Baek'
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Among wild chipmunks, Tamias sibiricus, captured in Kyunggi and Kangwon province in Korea,

1997, seropositivity for Orientia tsutsugamushi was determined. Serological test for Orientia

tsutsugamushi infection was performed using indirect immunofluorescent antibody technique (IFA).
Of 243 wild chipmunks, 61 against Gilliam strain and 64 against Karp strain of Orientia
tsutsugamushi were IFA positive. Seropositivity against Gilliam strain was shown 33.3% in

Kyunggi and 23.5% in Kangwon province, and against Karp strain was shown 33.3% and 25.4%,

respectively.
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Table 1. Indigenous wild Tamias sibiricus analyzed in this study

Collection No. of

Collectio area Date of collection Tamias sibiricus
Kyunggi-do, Pochon-gun May 1997 1
Kangwon-do, Inje-gun Jun. 1997 5
Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun Oct. 1997 29
Kangwon-do, Inje-gun Oct. 1997 114
Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun Oct. 1997 69
Kangwon-do, Hongchon-gun Oct. 1997 25

Total 243

Table 2. Serological prevalence of Orientia tsutsugamushi infection of Tamias sibiricus captured in Kyunggi

and Kangwon province in Korea, 1997

No. (%) of IFA positive against O. tsutsugamushi

Collection area

Gilliam

Karp

Kyunggi-do, Pochon-gun
Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun
Kangwon-do, Inje-gun
Kangwon-do, Hongchon-gun
Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun

01
10129 (34.5)
36/119 (30.3)
6/25 (24.0)
9/69 (13.0)

071
1029 (34.5)
37/119 (31.1)
6/25 (24.0)
11/69 (15.9)

Total

61/243 (25.1)

64/243 (26.3)
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Table 3. Antibody titers and serological cross-reactivity of Tamias sibiricus sera to Orientia tsutsugamushi
by IFA

IFA titer to Orientia tsutsugamushi

Code No. Area

Gilliam Karp
T. sibiricus 97-7 Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun 64 256
T. sibiricus 97-8 Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun 1,024 1,024
T. sibiricus 97-10 Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun 1,024 1,024
T. sibiricus 97-16 Kangwon-do, Hongcheon-gun 16 64
T. sibiricus 97-18 Kangwon-do, Hongcheon-gun 256 256
T. sibiricus 97-19 Kangwon-do, Hongcheon-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-12 Kangwon-do, Hongcheon-gun 16 64
T. sibiricus 97-26 Kangwon-do, Hongcheon-gun 16 16
T. sibiricus 97-36 Kangwon-do, Hongcheon-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-53 Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun - 16
T. sibiricus 97-58 Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun 16 16
T. sibiricus 97-60 Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun 16 16
T. sibiricus 97-63 Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun 1,024 16
T. sibiricus 97-66 Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun - 16
T. sibiricus 97-70 Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun 64 256
T. sibiricus 97-53 Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun 64 256
T. sibiricus 97-93 Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun 256 256
T. sibiricus 97-96 Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun 64 256
T. sibiricus 97-101 Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun 64 256
T. sibiricus 97-102 Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun 64 16
T. sibiricus 97-103 Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-106 Kyunggi-do, Kapyung-gun 64 256
T. sibiricus 97-117 Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun 16 64
T. sibiricus 97-118 Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-126 Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-128 Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-129 Kangwon-do, Whachon-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-137 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 256 256
T. sibiricus 97-147 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-148 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 256 256
T. sibiricus 97-150 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 256
T. sibiricus 97-151 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
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Table 3. Antibody titers and serological cross-reactivity of Tamias sibiricus sera to Orientia tsutsugamushi
by IFA

IFA titer to Orientia tsutsugamushi

Code No. Area

‘ Gilliam Karp
T. sibiricus 97-153 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 16 16
T. sibiricus 97-155 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 16 64
T. sibiricus 97-158 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 256 1,024
T. sibiricus 97-169 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 256 1,024
T. sibiricus 97-171 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 16 64
T. sibiricus 97-174 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-176 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 16 64
T. sibiricus 97-179 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 256 256
T. sibiricvs 97-180 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-182 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-184 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 1,024 256
T. sibiricus 97-187 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 256 256
T. sibiricus 97-188 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 1,024
T. sibiricus 97-192 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 16 64
T. sibiricus 97-194 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 1,024
T. sibiricus 97-195 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 16 64
T. sibiricus 97-196 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-199 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 16 64
T. sibiricus 97-203 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-204 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 16 . 64
T. sibiricus 97-205 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-206 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 256
T. sibiricus 97-207 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun - 64
T. sibiricus 97-208 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-209 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 256
T. sibiricus 97-218 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-219 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 16 64
T. sibiricus 97-223 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-224 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-229 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-231 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 64 64
T. sibiricus 97-232 Kangwon-do, Inje-gun 16 64
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Table 4. Seroprevalence of Orientia tsutsugamushi infection of Tamias sibiricus captured in Kyunggi and

Kangwon province in Korea, 1997

No. (%) of seroprevalence to O. tsutsugamushi

Province
Gilliam Karp
Kyunggi-do 10/30 (33.3) 10/30 (33.3)
Kangwon-do 51/213 (23.5) 54/213 (25.4)
Total 61/243 (25.1) 64/243 (26.3)

Table 5. Distribution of IF antibody to Orientia tsutsugamushi of Tamias sibiricus captured in Kyunggi and

Kangwon province, 1997

No. of serum

No. of sera with O. tsutsugamushi serum antibody titers

Strain tested
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