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A Sarvey on the Difference in
Perceptions on Educational Need
in Patients with Epilepsy and
Medical Personnel
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Purpoze To determine  whether there i3 a
discrepancy  between  the  medical professions
perception  of  what patients  showld  lnow  and
that of the patients themselves stodied
patients  need to be informed abowt  differert

aspects  of epilepsy  and  compared  findings  with

e

medical personnels perceptions of the issue

Methods O stody  population  consisted  of
33 patients with  epilepsy  from  the  inpatient
epilepsy aryd Slpatients froam the
outpatients  clinic of the S. Uriversity Hospital
hetween  July  and  Nowvernber 1997, However,
the patients who declined to participate o who
were not able to understand the directions and
content of the questicnnaire were excloded The
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medicdl  personnel study
were 56 residents or ntwses who were working
surgery  Units.
The questionnaire consisted of § categories with

participated  in  this

in  ether Neurglogy or Newro
a total of B questions. The responses were
indicated on &  Spoint  Likert scale with &
indicating the highest need . The data were
andlyzed  with  descriptive  statistics,  students
t-tests, and chi-square.

Eesults f the 90 patients and 56 medical
persontel  gtudied the  need lifestyle
information  such  as  smcking,  drinking,  sleep,
driving, errployinent, i marriage was
gignificartly kgher from medical personnel  than
that of the patients(p=0.00). Regarding
medical lnowledge abowt  epilepsy, the patients
group need  for
infortnation the strocture  of  the  Drain
lp=000), medical persorinel had
higher  scores the symptoms  of  epdlepsy.
There was 1o correation between the length of
epilepsy  and the need for information on every

tor

had  higher scares in the
5341
whereas

Gl
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itern  on  the guestiormaire The patients  had
higher ratl regarding diet, although it was not
different from the medical
personnel. Begarding  antiepileptic drogs
what to do when there iz an  attack, 1edical
personnel  zcored  higher  The  itemns
the patierts group scored higher than 45 were
the possitility of inheritance, the factors that
might reduce the munber of attacks, the period
of usage of AED, and the food they have to
aviid or the food they have to tale to reduce

selzure attacks.

signiticantly

atdl

onn Which

O stwdy  indicates  that  the
group requires  higher  educational 1eed

Conclus onsg
patietits
in the strocture of the Train, det, and  sargical
treatroent, it less in lfestyles and what to do
when  there attack  The  edocational
progratn  for  the patients  with  epilepsy  showld
errphasize  medical  loowledge  with  regard 1o
Tran anatorny, what to eat and what to aveid
and details of surgical treatrment.
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