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Key concept Cancer patient, Suffering  Burden,

Wearing of Life

A Correlation Study of Suffering,
Burden and Meaning of Life in
Cancer Patients

Kang, Eyoung Ahs - OR, Poft Jax

Since cancer iz not  easily  curalble,

catcet Ay have

patients
physical,
psychological and  spiritnal  problems for the rest

who suffer  from

of their lves. Espedally when cancer patients
do not have mawvh to Hve for and are placing a
burden on their family they will experience more
siffering ernctionally as rch as physcally.

This study was conducted to provide a basis
of data  for norsing  intervention  strategies  to
mititrize a4 cancer patient's  suffering and  to
understand  the  relationship  hetween
Trden  and  the meaning  of
patienits.

The
patierits
g

strtfering,
lfe in cancer
sarmples were  composed of 160 cancer
who were inpatients or outpatients of
aryd
hogpitals in Seoul  Data  collection  were  carried
1% to  Febroary, 26,

uriversity  hospitals two  general
ot from Jannary, 25,
1833 The data -were analyzed uzng a SAS
programn  for  descriptive  statistics,  pearson

correlations, ANOVA and Doncan tests.

The remilts were as follows;
1. The scores
ranged from 132 to 40 with a mean of
273150 175).

hurden  seale  ig

o the twe suffering  scale
scores  on the
289(5D 8% and  the
score ¢f the meaning of life ranged from

35 to 51 with a mean of 95.65(5D 18.4).

The tnean

#  Deparoment of Mursing Sabmyook Thiversity



2. There were significant correlations between

the amomnt of suffering and the magnitnde

of  burden (r=74, p-400), the suffering
and the meaning of Jfe (r——5%, p-00)
and the Tburden and meaning  of  life
(r——8&1, p~00).

. In the degree of the suffering, the Dburden
and the meaning of lLfe were two very
strong  factors, the level of the suffering
in  cancer patients by age (F-254 p-03)

and education level (F-4.18, p=00).
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life was
contributed  to
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The level of the burden in cancer patients
differed by edocation  level  (F-47, pm00)
and type of cancer (F-207 p- 03 Also the

level of the meaning of Lfe in cancer patierts
was  different by edocation levd  (F3E5

=020

In concluzion, the Turden and the meardng of
idertified as important wvariable that i

redice the suffering  of cancer

patierits.



