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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to research the Korean and Japanese costume systems and to compare
both of them on the process of adopting the western-originated costumes. The consequences of this
study are as follows.

Chosun and Japan started simplifying the traditional clothings, introducing the western clothings and
executed the ordinance prohibitory topknots through reforming costume systems since Port Opening
Treaties in 19th centry.

Japan performed the reformation of costume system effectively through the grand campaign of social
reforming enlightment by Meiji Government.

Meanwhile in Korea, there were a continual repetition of adoption and rejection in the reformation of
costume systems because of strong cultural self-esteem and competition of foreign Empires.

However, western-originated cultural perspectives brought the strong self-devaluated view on their
own cultures to both countries. And that’s the first cause of substitution of western clothings for ordinary

ones in both nations.
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