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GIS Viewed from Oriental Philosophical Perspective
Young-Pyo Kim*
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ABSTRACT: According to Oriental perspective on Universe, all systems become complete when three
elements namely time, space, and human are all present. The only computer technology which can
integrate these three elements is GIS. The current GIS database and system architecture, however, mainly
concentrale on managing and analyzing spatial data without considering temporal and human elements.
Despite the limitations, it is certain that GIS technology will develop into a unity within which the three
elements of time, space and human are integrated.

On the other hand, with the rapid acceplance of Internet technology, a new small universe that can be

called "cyber world" is emerging. However, the current small universe created by intermet is only a
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half-universe which does not include the concept of space. The creation of "cyber nation” which truly
reflects our living enviromment in computer and information communication networks can only be
achievedthrough the integration of GIS and Internet. Currently, many countries are heavily investing in GIS.
Based on the magnitude of investments, we can expect that the concept of "cyber nation” will further
develop into "cyber world" where the search for information on any part of global village is possible with
the simple use of mobile phone regardless of time or location. If so, it might be possible to create a
"Digitopia", a digital utopia in cyber space. A new world is opening by the integration of GIS and Internet.
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