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Studies on the Degree of Likings for Each Units of School Mathematics

Kim, Young Kuk
Park, Ki Yang; Park, Kyoo Hong; Park, Hye Sook & Park, Yunbeom
Dept. of Math. Edu Seowon University, Mochung-dong 231, Chongju, Korea
E-mail: ykkim@dragon.seowon.ac.kr

Yim, Jae-hoon
Depart. of Math Edu. Chonnam Univ. 300 Yong-Bong Dong, Kwang-Ju, 500-757, Korea

School mathematics are composed of five major units of numbers & algebraic expressions, equations &
inequalities, functions, figures, and statistics & probabilities. But if we look into the general activities of
mathematics teachers in their class, they rather do not take into account students' cognitive and affective traits
or degree of difficulty which each of the unit has. For successful teaching of mathematics, teachers should
take into consideration many affective items which influence the students' scholastic achievement. Among them,
student's liking for the mathematics is commonly accepted as the most important factor for successful learning,

In this study, with the five units of school mathematics, we investigated the students' degree of likings
for each unit. To fined out whether there are any differences in students' likings for the mathematics, between
regions and kind of schools, we classified the population according to the locations and kinds of schools. To
do this, we divided the whole region into four parts such as Seoul, large city, medium city and town.
Moreover, we partitioned the whole secondary school students into four groups of middle school students,
vocational high school students, pro-science students of academic high schools, and pro-liberal arts students of
academic high schools. From each partition, we sampled similar size of experimental groups which came up
to total 1260 students. Analysing the answer sheets which the students responded about the questionnaire, we
investigated the following questions using the ANOVA test.

1. Is there any differences in the trend of likings for each unit between the regional classifications?

2. Is there any differences in the trend of likings for each unit between the classifications of secondary schools ?
3. What trends of changes are there in the degree of likings for each unit according to the rising of students'
grade?
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