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(Abstract)

This study was on the investigation of how to adapt
Ethnography, main research methodology in Anthropology, to
"User-Centered Design Research”, which is a recently
focused issue in design field. Thus, this paper has
highlighted concrete application processes and methods
which were adapted in the case study of developing a
concept for the new microwave oven.

This paper mainly consists of two parts. First, the basic
concept of "Ethnography” is introduced based on secondary
research, and the concept of "Culture" is defined as the
favorable one to design field. This part was done for
constructing knowledge basis which is needed in establishing
thematical framework of design research. Second, the
application methods of Ethnography is demonstrated through
the concrete case study of developing a new microwave
oven. This second part was composed of three sub-sections,
which are an introduction of conducting process of
ethnographic deisgn research, a description of analyzed data
of kitchen culture and various particularities of usage pattern
of microwave oven, and finally, a discussion of the efficiency
of ethnography through generating design implications for a
new microwave oven.  This demonstration of case study
suggests the concrete idea of how to adapt ethnography to
design research and will contribute to increase more
effective ethnographic design research in the future.

(Keyword)
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