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(Abstract)

Hangui came to life as part of the East Asian culture of the
Chinese ideograph. Korean letter-culture is starkly different
from that of Western lefter-culture. In the Orient, letters
were sacred and incantory; they were objects of awe, which
incorporated elements of the majestic, mysterious, and of
ritual. Here we had cultural tradition that acknowledged the
intrinsic value of the letters. And it was in this context that
Hangul was born as a completely phonetic system of
writing.

However, the characteristics of Hangul are quite different
from those of Chinese ideographs, which are designed to
convey a certain meaning. Despite the fact that Hangul is
phonetic, its roots lie most definitely in the image of
Chinese ideographs. This is something that contrasts with
the roots of the Latin alphabet, which have been lost in its
long journey of evolution. As a phonetic writing system, a
notable characteristic of Hangul is that it has this and the
attributes of image.

In other words, in that Hangul is a compound, it shares
some of the same attributes as Chinese ideographs, but
also in that it is a phonetic writing system it is close to the
Latin alphabet. Hangul is definitely a visual writing system
that has its origins in the visual culture of Chinese
characters as well as being functionally a highly developed
phonetic writing system. In short, Hangul has both of these
attributes in one writing system.

These characteristics of Hangul, for us living in the era of
the image, are parts that awaken us to the meaning of
existence in our visual culture. Unique among the world's
writing systems, the identity of Hangul typography will
become none other than the essence of our visual culture.

(Keyword)
hangul typography, east asian typography, identity
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