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Design of Seoul Park in Paris

Kim, Do-Kyong

College of Art and Design, Kyung Hee University
Design Research Institute, Kyung Hee University

ABSTRACT

In June, 2000. the City of Seoul held a design competition for MSeoul Park, in Pans to promote
friendly relations with its sister city. The purpose of this paper is to articulate the design concept of a
scheme submitlted by the anthor.

The author interpreted the object of this design competition as follows : if we regards a park not as
ane of urban planning facilities but as a space for expressing a culture, M'Seoul Park in Paris is a space
expressing Korean cullure, or a culture of the City of Seoul in Paris. France.

Three points were emphasized in this scheme :

i. Physical and non-physical aspects of Korean cullure, or a cullure of the Cily of Seoul were
expressed separatlely. In physical part. a iradilional Korean garden was reappeared fo express Its
authenticity compared lo its counterpart. French classical garden - its formal and grand style. In non-
physical parl, Seoul’ s features and its citizen” s facial expression were engraved on ‘free standing walls’
named ‘Seoul Expression’ . In addition, Korean traditional and modern performing arts will be performed
in a square named as ‘Seoul Madang' swrounded by the free standing walls.

2. A space clearly divided by the fence was necessary to distinguish a traditional Korean garden from
the place which looks like an amusement park. Traditional walls, moundings and pinec iree groves were
included.

3. Bamboo grove with the way taking a walk was introduced. The author expected that Parisian feels
oriental mystery, the sound of wind, and the time lag of past and present in this sounding bamboo grove.

Key Words : Seoul Park, design concept, Korean garden, Seonl-Madang , Bamboo grove
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