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An Analysis of Management Methods for
Traditional Village in Japan
— The Case of Tumago Village and Shiragawa Village —

Kang, Dong-Jin

Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Faculty of Architecture, Kyungsan University

ABSTRACT

The traditional village, which is subject for this paper, can be defined as a communily having unigue
combinations of natural, coltural, and social charactenstics of that nation, which reflecis settlement
environmenis during hundreds of years. Now, in spite of ils potential power of traditional village, national
strategtes do not fund satisTactory directions in Korea.

In terms of this concerns. this paper tries to analyze and diagnose about successful
precedents(Tsumago village and Shiragawa village, Japan) with focus on the village management. And
this paper aims to explore concrete management sysiems of Japanese cases, to find clues for practical
application, and 1o suggest several instructive concepls in the light of management system of traditional
village. Field and interview survey about each village are used to get concrele records and sloies of
village management. The analysis is progressed i thiee viewpoinis(village space, village attraction. and
village community). And it 18 exiracied that diverse management sysiems are necessary to secure
sustainable traditional village and their way of life, particularly in the face of the pressure of tourisimn.

As aresull of exploring of Japanese 1wo cases. representative characteristics, which are found, are as
[ollows; Firsl, objective of management is not tourism development bul maintenance of sustainahle life
system. Second, managemenl systems are having not compulsory but spontancous open decision making
process, and in particular, village management is mainly operated by (he local government and semi-
public institute(mhabitanis-oriented) which have the strongest influential power in village composition

units. Finally. village management programs are mostly experience-type and are composed of public law
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and regulations, diverse operation program, and individual efforts of inhabitants for village management.

Because this paper mainly focused on twao precedents, there should be more diverse cases. However,

extracted conclusions have practical meanings for village management and can be used in re-establishing

management concepts of Korean traditional villages.

Key Words : Traditional Village, Maragement Methods, Village Conservation, Village Management
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