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Tonal Perception of Korean Traditional Musical Tones by
Western Music Experts
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Abstract The tonal music organizes the tones based on the hierarchy of the relative
importance of musical tones. So listeners who are familiar with a certain musical style
internalize the tonal schema of that music in mind, though they have no formal training
about these organizing principles. This research examined how the western music experts
who are not familiar with classical Korean music interpret classical Korean music. In the
other researches about musical styles outside the western music, the superficial
informations such as the distribution and the duration of tones in the experimental
stimulus might be used as cues to extract the tonal schema of that music. In this study,
these superficial informations were controlled in order to reduce this possibility. The
results showed that the western music experts might interpret classical Korean music
with the tonal schema of western music. But, though the western music experts perceived
classical Korean music on the base of the western musical framework and so their
interpretation was not match with the tonal schema of classical Korean music, their
interpretation was more similar to classical Korean tonal schema than the non-musicians’
interpretation of classical Korean music. These results suggested that the extensive
experiences in a specific musical style can facilitate the listeners’ proper apprehension of
the other musical styles.
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