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abstract

Household Type and Fertility Differentials in China:
Koreans and Hans Compared

Hyok-In Kwon

The main purpose of this study is to analyze the fertility differentials by
household type in China. From the sociocultural perspective, this paper attempts to
explain the relationship between household formation and fertiliy in the process of
the reforms and socioeconomic transformations. Attention is given to the distinctive
demographic and sociocultural characteristics of Koreans and Hans in China. Four
types of household according to two dimensions of intergenerational solidarity and
reproduction are constructed in this paper. The research is based on the raw data
files of the 1990 Chinese Population Census from Yanbian Korean Prefecture in Jilin
Province.

The results of ANOVA and MCA suggest that household type has an effect on
the level of fertility among Hans and Koreans in China. This appears to be
particularly true for Hans. For Koreans, social background characteristics of mother
are found to be important factors in predicting the attitudes related to family and
fertility. The results of analysis indicate that the effect of household type on fertility
is dependent on the level of solidarity and reproductive labor-force demanded by the
family. Presence of grandparents and traditional rural residence intensify the
positive impact of household type on fertility. This implies that the effects of
household type are conditioned by its specific cultural and socioeconomic
characteristics. Despite the recent transformation in China, it is found that
traditional elements of family and fertility still exist as norms and institutionalized
values among Koreans and Hans.

Key Words : household type, intergenerational solidarity, reproductive
laborforce, fertility differentials, traditional family norm



