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ABSTRACT

The study is aimed to analyse social and cultural background and to compare the changes of the
cosmetic culture in Korea and the western countries accompanied by the development of the cosmetic
industry in the 20th century.

The cosmetic culture of Korea has kept on changing, adopting the new western style make up. These
changes were very closely related with lhe current sociccultural environments and the developments of
the cosmelic industry.

The analysis and comparison of Korean cosmetic culfure and that of Western countries can be
summarized as following:

Firstly, the cosmetic culture of Korea came out after Korean War through the import of western
movies.

Secondly, at the beginning of accommodation of the western concepf of beauty, the standards of
beauty were confused with that of traditional make up,

Thirdly, in terms of the history of costumes in the western cosmetic culture, the trend was feminine
and curve lineal style in the 1910s, straight and young style in the 1920s. Young, elegant, curve lineal
style and straight-line style replaced among themselves in every 10 vears and the cycle became more
rapid after the 1970s and there were diversity in the cosmetic culture affected by the postmodernism.

Fourthly, the cosmetic culture of "tolal {ashion” was taken into consideration.

Fifthly, the make up of Korean and that of western countries are not only a way to express of

aesthetic desire for beauty but sanitary management and it is a kind of an expansion of value for
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management for an inner self,

Now is the time to refuse the attitude of accommodation of the western cosmetic culture without any

consideration. We need to rediscover our traditional cosmetic culture and cultural distincliveness and try

to mix them with the western cosmetic culture in order to develop our own peculiar style which will be

able to let Korean design remain in the international stage and grow further.

Key Word : Cosmatic culture(3}2H23})
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