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Single family houses, as they age with
time, are torn down, and replaced by multi-unit
housings that are economically more lucrative. Before
they are recognized as a major trend of housings, they
have already occupied vast areas of our surroundings.
They are intimate, yet we do not acknowledge them
as a work of architecture. Instead, they are usually
overlooked as products of housing business, merely
concerned with profitability.

The usual size of a multi-unit housing
is that whose building area is 120 to 150nf, total floor
area over 600nt, sited on a land with the area near
250uf . Compared with buildings of other
architectural programs with similar scale, it requires
more detailed designs that consume more time.
Immoderate requests of the client for larger building
area often results in violation of building codes, and
always end up adding to the loss in environmental
qualities. Comparatively unprofitable, with constraints
from the client s demands as well as from codes, the
architect, in the design of a multi~unit housing,
neither wished to nor was asked to do anything out

of the ordinary.

Conseqguently, most, though not all,
cases of these housings are built on a land provided
by the client, with capital invested by the contractor,
where the usual results are the standardization of
forms and materials, insufficient lighting, poor
construction, and space composition indifferent to the
people’s life styles. We could ask ourselves how many
examples can we find that investigated and modified
one of the most popular housing type of our age. Isn't
there any alternative schemes to these deteriorating
environment?

Architect Bang Chul-lin, with a series
of multi-unit housing works executed with his own
architectural languages, provides an answer.
Reflecting today s reality, he asserts the necessity
for an architectural element that mediates the city
and the house. This problem is dealt with housings
of small but broad areas, which enclose rich
architectural narratives. These suggestions are
found in Sky Garden I, a recent housing project
by Bang.




Architect Bang and the Multi-Unit Housings

The housing works of Bang, which
never fail to provide the viewer with an image of
novelty, were initiated with the Step series and now
produced Sky Garden 1. These group of works
presents us with a chance to look into his insight on
housings, and, in a broader view, on architecture itself.

Most of all, elements of light, wind,
garden and path are continuing themes of his
housings, which are the modern translation of our
traditional architecture’ s characteristics. Within the
banality of our urban surroundings, they provide
visual joy and catalyze reciprocal action among the
units  inhabitants. The purity of architecture found in
his works is also confirmed in the words of the
architect: “To build good architecture is to make it
more humane.”

Since the plan of each unit is set by the
client s demands, the role of the architect in the design
of a multi-unit housing is normally confined to the
planning of public spaces such as halls, stairways and
balconies. These are the area where the architect can
realize his full potential of creative imaginations, which
fact that Bang understands too well. Considering the
poor condition of its context, the entrances and
stairways are arranged in a way which adapts to
communal life.

The Architectural Narrative of Sky Garden 1

“How | envy the tenants of that housing!”

Walking along the backstreets of
Chamsil-dong, Songpa-gu, where the Sky Garden [
is located, one is encountered by a building that stands
out of its surroundings. Well designed gate, the
characterization of stairways and corridors, the rich
inclusion of light and wind, its novel facade and neat
indoor details all suggest the passion and subtle caring
of the architect. Within a row of other multi-unit
housings which look like prefabricated works in
comparison, Sky Garden 1 is sure to present its
residents with a sense of pride in living in such
exceptional environment.

“Is that really a multi-unit housing?”

As the approaching road of Sky Garden
I is placed on its north, the lighting condition of the
housing is remarkably good, which enabled the work

to be in a rather geometrical form. Its surface is with
many openings and articulation, whose effect is the
impression of a gallery or studio rather than a
housing. This, however, can be interpreted in terms of
both positive and negative meanings.

“That housing must have cost a lot’

Sky Garden I seems like an expensive
work, but according to the architect, the construction
budget for the housing was $550 per square meters. It
is slightly over the usual, but its outcome is impressive.
With the exception of poor exterior finishings, the
overall construction alludes to the passion of the
architect and the constructors’ persistence for
perfection.

“Small but broad”

Sky Garden 1 has some lavish attr-

actions not easily found in most urban housings: Upon
the entry, one encounters a path continuous from the
approaching road, blessed with bright natural lights,
that forms, along with the exterior stairway and the
hallway, the architectural promenade. This most
astonishing space of this housing, though not large in
size, enhances the quality of outdoor space and
induces a variety of spatial features. While other similar
housings spare the front yard for parking spaces, here
they are reserved in the east and west sides, which
enables a clearance of space through visual opening.
‘ One of the typical problems in muit
unit housings concerns the environment of the
basement floor unit. The often adopted solution is the
use of dry area, but here it is dealt with the
introduction of sunken space, where the retreated
exterior wall, while serving demands for privacy,
allows room for good lighting and ventilation in the
underground space. The 4 columns on the elevation
derive the curiosity for the next spatial sequence, and
the terrace of the third floor, what the architect has
named ‘sky garden,” enables the users to experience
the diversity of the changing seasons. In the roof
garden, the traditional space of Maru is recreated,
presenting an atmosphere of Pyungsang. These
devices, already used in previous multi-unit housing
projects, are now Bang s unique method to provide a
sense of broadness to the confined space.

“Elevation and volume composition well-done”
The facade is a tight and well-arranged
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combination of the three basic elements of
composition - i.e. point, line and plane. The impressive
front gate is followed by a small, projected balcony
near the parking area of the west, that is intended for
casual meetings between residents. The exposed
railing of the hallway adds to the smoocth connection
of frontal and rear volumes, while the conirasting use
of void and solid, light and darkness, along with the
linear and planar compositions, refer to the facades
from works of De Stijl group and Le Corbusier. The
use of exposed concrete seems pure and truthful in
expression, as the architect might have intended. The
application of purple isocort(?), however, is rather
ornamental, but as a whole, the work succeeds in
suggesting an alternative image of the multi-unit
housing.

A Few More Words
Through a closer inspection, one can
recognize the subtle attention of the architect into the

details of the housing. The window barrier on the east,
which seems to be added after the completion of the
building, was to promote visual privacy in relation to
the neighbors. The gate and individual mailboxes help
to enhance the atmosphere of a private house, and
the tidy finishing of the steel railway of the staircase
hints that the architect s concern was even extended
into the management of construction.

In many other parts of the building,
such as the steel cables that protect the parking area or
the glass fences of the south that prevents the inflow
of rain into the basement hallway, we find endless
proof of the architect s will for flawlessness, to care
about the comfortable use of the inhabitants, during
and after the construction, not to mention in the
process of planning.

The stairways and hallways exposed to
the outdoors or the terrace spaces, as they are often
subject to the inflow of rain and dust, are, in other
usual cases, later covered with windows. Here,
however, the client pays due respect to the intention of
the architect, and prohibits the tenant s modification of
the building. This kind of sympathy on the side of the
client helps to keep the initial condition of the housing
afterwards, which is one of the reasons why so many
people wish to move in to this not-so-inexpensive
home.

This criticism was written after the visit
to the housing with the architect and his interviewer.
The purpose of such writing is to provide the readers
with a chance to interpret the positive and negative
aspects of the object. But as this work played a major
role to change my preconceptions on multi-unit
housings, and impressed me through all the cared
details that transcended economic concerns, it was
hard to maintain, in the process of evaluation, a
neutral position. Due to the financial crisis of this
Nation' s economy, the field of architecture is also
going through difficult times. May the housing
business bloom again, when we will hopefully be
gifted with more works in the line of these Sky
Gardens.




