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Neurobiology of Depression

Young-Hoon Kim, M.D.,*'r Sang-Kyeong Lee, M.D.,* Chung-Goo Rhee, M.D.,* Jeong-Ik Kim, M.D.**

ABSTRACT

activities. And the studies of the past years did not break new theoretical background, but the recent advances in the research on the molecular

A t the beginning, researches on the biology of depression or affective illness have focused mainly on the receptor functions and neuroendocrine

mechanisms underlying neural communication and signal fransduction do add some insights to many established ideas. This arficle will overview
some of the more recent advances in the clinical researches of depression. Our major concerns to be presented here include the followingsO (1) altera-
tions in the post-synaptic neural transductiond (2) changes in the neurons of hypothalamic neuropeptidesd (3) decreased peptidase enzyme activitiesd
(4) associations of hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis abnormalities with serotonin neurotransmission (5) role of serotonin transporterd (6) changes in
the responsiveness of intracellular calcium ion levelsO (7) the inositol deficiency theory of lithium and depressiond (8) the transcription factors including
immediate early genesO (9) recent genetic studies in some families. This brief overview will suggest that changes in DNA occur during antidepressant
therapy. These changes at the DNA level inifiating a cascade of events underlying anfidepressant modality will give us the insights on the molecular
biological basis of the pathogenesis of depression and cues for a new class of anfidepressants.

KEY WORDSU Depression: Neurobiology- Serotonin- Neuropeptide: Enzyme.
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cCAMP 000 0OOOOO, 00 OOOO 00000 ODOOO
00 000 OooOoanier 1996). OO OO0OO0O OO
0000000 0000 0000 o0o000o, 000 goo
0 000 0000 0000 000 00 oooo. oo oo
000 000 00000 000 00000 oooo oo o
00 0000 000 000 o000 O00. Fura—20 OO0
00 000 00000 00 000 0O 00 0oo@ooo
1993), cAMP O 00 (generation system)(D OO O0O0O00O
(fibroblast) 000 0000 00000 OO ODOOOO OO
0000, 00000000 00 O O in—situ hybridization
000 000 00000 0000 00000 ooooooo
00 OO0 Ooooo(Manierd 1996). OO OOO0O OO
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000 00000 0000 00 0000, 0000 0000
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00 000000 0000-0000-00 (hypothalamic—pi—
tuitary—adrenalJ HPA) 00 0000 000 00 000 O
00 00 000, 0000 0000 00 000 000 000
000 0000. 00000 0000 0000 00000 O
000 000000 000 0000 00.0000 00 00
0 0000 0000 000000 00000000 0000,
00 000 0D00O0.
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1. 40t ZH M2l B-adrenoceptor-cAMP-protein ki-
nase A(PKA)AI2| 7|SK 5t
0000 Oooooo Bp-AR0O OOOOO OO0O0O,0 OO0
00 isoproterenol OO0 cAMP OO0 OOOO0O OO O
ooobo 0o bod oobo.oobo oo booo ooog
0000 OD0O000 OD0O000 OO0 B —-ARO O0OO(se—
nsitivity) 000 000 0000 0000 OO0 (Kareged
1996). 00 O00O0O0O0OO OO OO0, 00000 0O 0o
0 00000 00 00000000 (glucocorticoidd GC)O
00,000 00,00 00 oobobo 00 oo oooo o
0 oodoo bodb obo boobob booo.ooa g
000 0000 OO0 00 000 oooooo ooog g -
ARO cAMP 00O OO OO0 O 0OO,0000 OO0 O
00 0000 000 (Berrettinid 1987). 000 OO Man—
ierd] (1996)0 Shelton( (1996)0 OOOOOO OO O OO
0od cAMP OO0 OO PKAD OOOO OOOdd ddd
ooobodo oo boo oooad.
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00000 00000 000 000 o000 0o0.0 oo
00 000 0000 000 0000 00 0 0000 5-HT,
000 00 0000 000 00 O 0 O00(Yatesd 1990,
Arangol] 1990), 00 O0O0OO 5-HT, 0000 OO OO0
000 000 O0O00 0000 (Meltzerd 1984). 00 O
00O OODOOD 000 00 000 (fluorescent Ca indica—
tor)0 fura—20 O0O0O0O OO OO0 O OO (Grynkiewicz
1985, 0000 1993). 1OOOO OOOO OO0 OO0 O

o000 5-HT, 0000 OO0 00000, 0000 @993)0
000 OO0 000000 @melancholic) 000 00000
0 0000000 00 00 0000 00 o000 ooo o
0 000 00000 0000 0O 000 0000, 00 0o
OO0 (trait marker)d O0O0O.
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G O0O0O0 OO0 (heterotrimer) OO0 OO OO0, OO
00 00000 00 000 000 bb.c0000 ooo
0000 O0OO00 D0OO0O0 guanine nucleotide OO0 OO
000 00000, 000 000 00 0 00O bo0o oo
GUO0O00 000 000D 000 o000 0000.(Avis—
sard] 1997) 00 00O OO0 00 00000 000,00
000000 00 00000 000 000 00O oooo
000000 00 0000 (Avissard 1988, Avissarl Sc—
hreiber 1992). 000 OO0 ODO0O0O0O0O ¢ O0OOO OO
0 00000 0000 00000, 000 000 guanine nu—
cleotide 000 *H—GppNHp(GTP analogue) 000 00 O
O 000 O 000,000 00(chorea toxin) OOO0O O
0 0000 000 cO00O@Gs)U OO0 OO0 (pertussis to—
xim)J 0000 00 0000 000 cooo@ho ooo
000 0O 00. 000 000 0000 Avissar( (1997)0
000 0000 000 Do000 6sO GiOooOo ooo
0000 OO0, Beck Depression Inventory(BDDHO 000
000 00000 00 cO0O00O 000 boooo ooo
0.00 0000 000 0000,00 obooooo 6 O
000 00 0O cAMP-PKAODO OO0 0O0OOO 000,00
000 00000 00 0 0000 ooo o o oo.
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00 OO0 000000 0000 00000 oooooo o
00 0000 00000 0000 0O0.00000 supra—
chiasmatic nucleus(SCN)O OO0O0O0 OO OO OO0 O
00 0O0O0O0O,0 SCN OO0 000 000 oooo ooo
0000 0000 00.0 0 00 0000 oo ooo oo
O (paraventricular neuron)01 0 0.

1. Paraventricular corticotropin releasing hormone(CRH)
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000 000 00 000 in—situ hybridizationD 0 OO0 pa—
raventricular CRH OJO0O0O CRH-mRNA 0O 0000 OO
0 00000 (Raadsheerd 1995). OO OO OO 0OOOO
00 0000 00 CRHOOOO 00, 00000 (vasopr—
essin)d 00 O0O0O0O CRH OOOO OO 3~40 OOOO
000 (Raadsheerdl 1995). 0 0OO00O0OO HPA OO OO
00 CRHO 0000 OO0 OO0 0Oo00 ooboo. o
0 000 CRHO 0OOOO,0000,000,00 0000
0000,000 0 000, 00000 (Glowal Gold 19910
Krahnd 19880 Matsuzaki(l 19890 Shibasaki(l 19880 Sm—
ithd 1989). 00 CRHO OOOOQO transgenic mousel] an—
xiogenic model mousell OOOOO OO (Stenzel—Poored
1994).

2. Paraventricular arginine vasopressin(AVP)Z} SA|EAl
(oxytosin) MAL F7t

0000 000 00000 AVPO 00000 OO0 OO0
00 000,00 0O D0000 000000 0000 @ol-
kkonend 1988). 10000 OO O0OO0OO0OO OOOO 0OO
0 00 0 000 000000 00 00,00,000 000
0 0000, 000,00 00 D000 000000 0000
(Legros] Ansseau 199200 Legros] 1993). OO OOOOO
0 CRH OO0 0000 00000 (Sawachenkod 19840
Preteld Piekut 19900 Muird Pfister 1988), 00 00O O
00000 O000 00 000 000000 0000 00
00000 00 0000 00D ooooa.
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1. Propyl endopeptidase(PEP) M= KXot
PEPO OOO O0OO0OO prolined0 OOO0O 0O (carboxyl

side) 0000 OO0 00 00000000 (Walterd 1980).

PEPU 00O 0O OO0 O OO0 OO O0O0OO,00 0O0O OO0
000 0000 0000@WIlk 1983). 00 OO0 OO0O0O
0000 000 0000 DO0O00O oooooooo ooo
00 00000 D000 (Mentleind 1990). O OO0 OO
00 AVP, 00-000, 0000000000 (lutenizing ho—
rmone—releasing hormoned LHRH), 00000000000

00 0O (thyrotropin releasing hormoned TRH), o —00000O0O
0000 (a —melanocyte stimulating hormoneld a —MSH),
substance P, 0000, 0000 (neurotensin), D0 000 (an—
giotensin) 10 Il OO 000, 00000000OO (adrenoc—
orticotropic hormoneJ ACTH)OO CRH OO 00O OO0 O
000 O0.000000 OO OoOoo pPePO OOO OOO
0000 000 0o0O0o0oo0O0 ooooo o ogoo o
00 000000 000 0000 oooooo oo oo
0 0000 00000 000 00 0 00.00 000 oo
0,00000 OO0 00 PEPOO OO OO OOO OOO
00 (MaesO 1994).

2. Dipeptidyl peptidase(DPP) IV &4 &ME Kol

DPP IVO 0000 OO0 0O 0000 000000 pr-
olineD0 OO0 DO00DOO dipeptided OO OO (Hopsu—
HavuD 1966). 000000 OO0 OO0 000 0DOOOO,
00 0000 00000 0000.00 00 0000 00
00000000 0000000 0000.00000000 O
0 00-00000, 0 interleukin(IL)—6/IL—13 O OO, O
00 IL-2 0000 00,00000 0000 00 00 00
00 0000(MaesO 1996). 000 000000000 OO
00 00 DPPIVOOO 000 000 00000 00 OO
00 00-00000 000 0000.00 00 000 00
00 00 000D 000 000 0000 000 00,00
00000 0000 (Maesd 1996).
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Slotkin( (1996)C 00000 (dexamethasone)d O O0O0
00 00 GCO 000 OO0 00 0000d,0 ooo ooo
000 000 000 00000. 00000 ooooo oo
000 00000 [PH]-0000 (paroxetine)d 0000 O
00 00 0000, [PBH]-0000 0000 0000d. 0 GC
0 0000 0000 0000 000 00 0ooo, ooo o
00 DO000o ooao.
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gooob boob bob 000 Obo oobob oo
go, oodgb goo boob oboo oobogo, ooo
U opbodd 5-HT,, 0000 0o0d boog 5=-HT, d0n
0 000000. LopezD(1998)0 O O OO0 OODOO 5-
HT., 0000 GCO mineralo—corticoid(MC) 00O mRNA
U oouo ob boobo oboo gogog.obg o
U ooodd ood 5-HT,, 000 0go ogogoo g o
U0 000 obobo oboboo, b oo oog boo
gooobo Ooob Oo0. 000 ObO obobo 5-HTa
oo 0obo ooooo oo bo cst oo goodg
g.00 0o goooo bobo ogbob oog oo o
goog, 5-HT,, 000 000 0O0b 00 0 Ooog go
U 000 bobob obo. boobob boboooo 5-
HT,, OO0 00 000 000ggd, 0o ooooo 0o O
0 cst 000 0Uu booo ooobo.ooo oob Lo-
pez0 (1998)0 CSO 00O 5-HT,, 0000 DOO0O(cor—
ticosteroid—induced 5—HT 4, receptor down—regulation)[
goooo og boob ooobodo oo ogob ooo, b
gt oodgo ogub 00 0 00 ogub ogobo oo
U0 0o0b ob 00 0ob oobo. 00 ogb oo o
goboo OO0 HPAOD O0ODOO0O DOOO DOoO O 0o
g oogd bo.
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0000 0000 Mayserd(1991)00 OO0 OOOO OO
0 00000, Leschd (1993)0 OO0 OO OO (raphe) O
0000 00000000 (polymerase chain reactiond PCR)
0 0000 0000 D000 eDNAD 000000 O 00
0 0000 0O0D0. 00 00 D000 0ooo oooo o
00 OO0 00000, 0 0o00o 00 10 OoO0(Lkesch
0 1995). LeschU (1995)0 OO0 OO OO0 OO0 OO
00 0000 000 cONADO 00000 0000, 00 0o
0 000 00 0000 000 000 oooOo.ooo oo
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Fig. 1. Structural model of the human platelet serofonin transporter.
Circles represent individual amino acids. The bold arrow in-
dicates the position of an infrequent polymorphism or rare
variant(Gly308). Open squares reflect putative glycosylation
sites. Potential phosphorylation sites fot cAMP-dependent pr-
otein kinase and protein kinase C are indicated by crosses
and triangles, respetiviey.

Ogilvied (1996)00 OO00O DOOOO OO0 OOO(poly—
morphism)(0 O0O0O0O0O0 000 000 OD000O.0000
000 000@O00 170)0 1400 exonl OO OO.0 O
000 000 intrond 1700 OO0 9,10, 00 120 OO
OO0 VNTR(variable—number—tandem—repeat) OO0 0O0.
00 000 DO0O0OO@lele)D 000 0000 OOOOO
00000 000 0000, 000 0 0000 00 ooo o
000 000 0000 (genetic risk factor)d 00000 (Og—
livieD 1996).
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00 0oobooo oooooo 000 ooooo ooggo
OO0 @urnover)D 0000 00,0000 0OOO 0O OO
oo 004,00 ob oo Obodoo 00 good 5-HT,
0000 OO0 OOO0O0O DO0O O OO0(Nemeroff 1994,
Owens Nemeroff 1994). 0000 0000 00000 O
oduoo ooo ooob oood ogob ooodo g
uodd 5-HT, 0004 0guouo boob od oo.od o
00 0O 00 00 000 00000 00 00000 [PH]-
ooooo 0ooo ooob 0ood ogob ob oood
0000 00000.00 PH]-0000 000 0000 O
U goooo ot ooob oo goo o oo gooo, o
0O 0000 DO0O0OO0O(Nemeroffd 1994). 00O OODODO
00 000 oobod oooo 0ooo oogo ooood
U 0udd oo oo ooooo oooa.
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000 000 000 00 000 0000 00 00 000
00 00000 000 000 000 00 0oo.o0oo000
00 0000 00000 000 000 0000 0o ooo
0 000000 00 0000000 o0 ooooooo o
00 00.000 LopezD(1994)0 OO0 ODOOOO OOO
0 000000 0000 0000 mRNAOOOD OOOOO
0 00, Lesch(1993)00 00000 00O 00000 (fluo—
xetine) 00000 OO 00O (raphe nucleus)d O OO0OO
000 mRNADO 000 OO OO0 30~40% OO 0000
000 0000O0.000 00 0000 o000 ooo oo
0 000.00 00000 00 0 0000 Uoo oooo
0000 000 00 0000 000 000,00 ooooo
000000 000 000 000 oooo oo.

00000 ooo0oO0oo 00,00 0 ooooooo o
0000 000 00 000 oooo,00b0b00 0o 0o
00 00 OO0 000 OO 00000 oooooob oooo
0oooO0oo. 000 boo 0000 0o 10,0000 OO O
000, D000000 OO0 (endoplasmiic reticulumd ER)O
0o0o0cb 0000 00,000 0Ob0 OO0 boo0o oo
00000 00 00000, inositol triphosphate(IPs) OO0
00 ERO OO0 OO0 OOOO O OO OO0 oBo o
000 0000.00 0000 00 000 0o 0o ooo
00 00000 000 0000 000 00 01%00 00
0 000.0000 O0O000 000 O000b ooooo
00 00 000 00 000,00 0000, 0000 00,0
0000, 0000000 00 D000 OO0 ooooo o
00 0000 000 o000 bo.000 O0ooo0o ooo
0 000 000 00 Oo000 000 000 00 00O
O (chelator)d fura—20 00000 OO0OOO. OO0 00O
O(Ca™ )0 0O00O(Ca™iB)d 0000 00 0000 O 0
000(ca™is)0 0000 0O 0000 00 000 000 O
0.00 000 00 00 000 0O 00 000 00 0ooo
0 000 000 00 0000 000 ooo0 oo@Eooo
1993). OO0 O0O0O0O OODOO 000 OOOO (platelet act—
ivating factor)0 000 OO 0000 OO0, 0000 00
000000 oooo 0oooo oo.
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0000 00 Ca™i0 0000 D000 (Dubovskyd 19910
Duvovsky(l 1992), 00 0000 OOO0OO0O OO OoO0O
0.000000 000 0000 000 00 ca™io 000
0000 00 000 Kusumid 19910 Mikunid 1992), 00
00000 00000 00000 OO0 (Eckert 1994). 00O
Konopkal (1996)0 00000 0000 ca™iBd 00O, O
000 000 00 ca™ish 000 000 000 000 O
g oob bod.obo o bodo oboodoo ood
Jod0onO 000 0o Oob oo oo, 0bo0o0 oboo o
000 0000 000 000 00 000, ca™iBd 000
0 ca™ iSO 0000 OO0 000 00 000 00000 O
00 ca'™™iSO00 00 0 0000 00000. Adunsky
(1995)0 000 000 0000 OO0 0000 OO0 ca*™iB
0 000, phytohemagglutinin D00 Ca™ 0 0000 OO
00 0o0d booo obooo.o0b0 bbboood oooo
0 ca™i0000 OO0 OO0 000000 000 000 oo
0 00ooooo.
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Delisid (1998)0 00 OO0OCOO O0O0OO 0OO0OO OO
000 0000 000 00 OO0 0oooo oooo oo
000.000 00000 0000 00 oo0ob 00,00 O
000 000 0000 00 00 000 0oo0obo 0o ooo
00,000 00000 o000 00 0oob0 boboo. o
O OOCO O0O0OO0 D00 000 (selective serotonin reup—
take inhibitorD SSRIO 0000 OO00O0 OO0 OO0 OO0
00,0000,0000000,0000 00,0000,00
0000000 o000 00000 00 Oob Ooboo o
000 0000 0000 0000. 000 000 ssriO0 O
000 0000 000 000 0000 camodulinyd OO O
000 Ca™0 000 00 O00(Helmested 1995)00 OO
00 0o0.
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OO0 000 OO0 DO 5-HT, 0000 6qgO0O000 00
phospholipase C(PLC)D 00000 O0OO0O phosphatidyl—
inisitol—4,5—biphosphate(PIP2)00 0000 1P30 diacyl—
glycerol(DG)O OOOO. IP30 0000 IP2(inositol diph—
osphate)] IP1(inositol monophosphate) OO, OO OO
(LiChO IPAD ODOOOO OOO0O OO0 ODoOoOd PIP2 O
0 000 0000.00 0000 000 ooo 0bob oo
G 000 (Ozawad 1993) OO phosphatidyl inositol OO O



O (PI hydrolysis)(Karege 1996)000 OO0 OO0 OO
000, 0000 000000 P OO0000 000 000 O
000 000 00 (Pandeyd 19910 Rehavill 1993).
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theory)

b god bgb gbobob obogb oobob goa,
0odod ooboobo oooo. ogbod obooo oogo
gobdoo oo bob 0 ob. 0o oobg bobg o
o000 O00(Levined 1995). OO O0OO OOOOOO O
000 monophosphatase] OO0O0 IPA0 OOOOO OO
00 00 0O0O0O0O,000 00000 000 ooogd((Ko—
fman0 1993a). 00 000 OOO0O OOOOOO OO.00
0 00oood 00d 0obo 0o 0o oo ooo oo o
gob bdo. oo oboob boobo o ooogo
00 000 00 gooooooo booodg ooooo oo
go od ogb 0oub 0 bouo oo 0o bogoboo o
00dd.00obo oodono oboo ooobo o oboooo
gob boobo gobd, ob boobo boboo go
000 00 bobo oo Oob oobobooo oooo
0 000 00 000000 0og oo oo oooodel—
maker(] 1996).

7Md(inositol depletion

2. 223U M2 Pl hydrolysise| &7}

o 2—adrenoceptor(a 2—AR)0 00O OO0 G OOOO OO
adenylate cyclase(AC)00 PLC OO0 0O0O0OD0ODO O OO.0O
0000 000 000 00000 00000 0ooo 1Py, 1P2,
IP30 OO0 OO0 OO0 0000 00 0000 000(Ka—
rege 0 1996). 0 OO0 a2-AR 0000 OO0 (Yohim—
bine)D 00 O0O000O. 000 GUOOOOD OO0 0DOOOO
0 0000 00 OO0 00000 0000 NaFO 00000
00 00 0000 0000 000.000 00 ooooo
a2-AR0O O0O0O0O 0OO0O,000-G 000 OO0 OOOO
00 0o oooo.

3. O|cA 22 dRER: O|ZYAH-HAUNZAHL

00000 o000 O 0oodsomenOO PLOOOO O
00 00 00 00000 (metabolic precursor)0 0O, OO OO
00 000 000 00000 000000 (Levined 1993).
LevineOO 000 OO0 O00O0OODO OO0OOO OO0O O
000 000 000 oO@arkai O 1978)0 0000, OO
0 00 0000(Levined 1993)0 OO0 OO0O0O0-000
0O O0O(Levined 1995)00 0OO0O0O0O DOODOOO OOO
0000. 000 000000 00 0000 20~30g/daydd
0 000 00000 0000 000 0000 000d. Kof-

man Belmaker(1993b)0 O O0OOO0OOOOO OOOOO
uodaoo oooo.

Immediate Early Gene(IEG)2]
QMR W&o st o

gooo 000 oo i ec 000 0o booo og.go o
ut0 oud gooodu ooo oob 0 ooo ggg o
U odgd,dbob oo ot obog oo ooo oooo.
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BeckO Fibiger(1995)00 000 600 O 00O O 0O O
0O 00 (anterior cingulate cortex), 00O OO (anterior clau—
strum), 000 (amygdala)] 00 (central nucleus), 00O O
O (dorsal hippocampus) 0000 (dentate nucleus), 000 O
0O (paraventricular nucleus) 00O 50000 foot—shock O
0000 000 c—fosO O0O0O0 OO00OODO OO OOOO
oooao.

2. YR=HS0| MM HHE SESY
30| ojxl= g
0000 000 0000 00 0000, 00000 00 O
0 0000000 000000 00 000000 00000
0 DNA OO0 000 0000 00 00 00.
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0000 00000 000 0000 o000 ooo. oo
0 000000 000 1800 000 0000 0000 00
0000,0 000 00 000 0000 00000 oooo
CRHO guanosine triphosphate(GTP) OO OOOO OOO
000 00 0000 000 00 (BerettiniO 1994). 00O O
000000 0000 000-A(Brunnerd 1993)0 trypt—
ophan hydroxylase(Nielsen 1994)00 OO0 OO0OO O
0,00,00 00 000000 0000 000 0 00.00
0 000 00 000 0000 00000 00 00ooo
oooo ooao.

2 o

oooo 0o 0ogoo oobo oooo oo oo oo
00 0000 obod ooo oooooob obog od
0O 00000.00 0000 000 00o0ooo00b 0o ur—
nover)d O0O0O0 OO0 OOO OOOO OO OBOO O



U ooog ooobo. 0o ecobo oooo ooo ood
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g0 oo oob.o00 b0 000 oob ooboooo booo.

0000 O000 000 00ooo 000 odg ooo o
00 0000 000 OoD0O o000 ooog od.o0 ooo
000 0000 000 0000 OO0 000 ooobo oood.
00 0000 000 000000 oooo oooooo, o
00 000,00 000 O0O0DO OO 000 transgenic
mousell 000 OO OO O0O0O0 OO0 O OO0O.0O0OO
0 0000 000 0000 o000 oooo oooooo o
ood.

m ZAel 2
0 oood ooo ooo ooood oodo oo ood
gooono ooo oooo oooood.
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