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Geographical Classification of the World Folk Headdress Types

Tai-Soon Yoo and Jee-Hee Kim
Dept. of Textiles and Clothing, Catholic University of Taegu-Hyosung, Kyungsan, Korea

Abstract : Headdress which adorns the head has been used not only as a type of dress but also as a vehicle to express
the human's mentality and a tool to convey ideas. This study first examines the type of headdress observed in the world
folk costumes and investigates their geographical distribution and aims to examine how the types of headdress are inter-
related to the peoples' natural environments, way of life and cultural background such as religion and aesthetic, ethical
standards. Headdress used as important elements of many peoples' folk costumes can be categorized into scarf-type, hat-
type and adornment-type. Veil-type, the one of scarf-types, was developed in Southwestern Asia and Arabic Africa influ-
enced by natural and religious factors. This type is more simplified in Turkey and Eastern Europe and only covers head
and neck in the former and only head in the latter while also being called ‘headkerchief-type’. Hat-type is observed in
many different parts of the world. Adornment-type has been used to symbolized one's noble social status and authority
in societies dominated by shamanistic cultural background; it was also used in Far East out of the motivation to fulfil one's
aesthetic desire. Headdress though it was originally made from the idential purpose of wearing, has developed into the
various types affected by each people's natural environments, emotion and ways of life.

Key words : headdress, scarf-type, hat-type, adornment-type
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Table 1. Geographical classification of headdress types

Type Nation Cllmatc? & natural Religion & Motivation
environment culture
. . hristianit;
Head- Eastern Europe (Turkey, Romania, Mild climate El;lrsl ranty Protection
ker chief Bulgaria, Czecho, Slovakia, Greece) Continental climate . Symbol of religion
Catholic culture
Scarf Arabic Africa (Saudi-Arabia, Iran, SD;S:;_dry climate Islam
Veil Egype, . Full-Lengh type Symbol of modesty
type Afghanistan), Western Asia, Middle Asia Me'd iterrancandesert costume
region
Arabic Africa (Morocco, Saudi-Arabia, Desert-dry climate Islam
Turban Afghanistan, Turkey), Middle Asia Tropical monsoon . Symbol of status
. . Hindu
(India) climate
Scandinavia (Finland, Sweden, Denmark, North-polar cold . .
Bonnet Netherlands), Northern Europe (Lapland) climate Catholic Protection
Mediterranean
Europe (Austria, Hungary, Spain), climate Catholic .
Hat H . . . . . e
¢ ae a LatinAmerica (Peru,Colcmbia) Tropical climate Maya-Civilization Protection
P Alpine zone
Europe (France, Belgium, England, Italy) Mediterranean Catholic Protecti
Cap South-Eastern Asia (China, Thailand, climate Hindu A :;C .ond .
Miyanma) Mild climate Buddhism esthetic desire
Adorm North American Indian, Austrian native, Continental climate f:la;rlnrzmstlc Symbol of status
ment t Adornment  Southern Africa Native, Far East Tropical climate Buddhism & authority
ype . Asia(Korea, Japan) Mild climate .. Aesthetic desire
Confucianism

Fig. 1. Geographical distribution of headdress types.
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