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Location and Linkages of Small Firms in the
Greater Cincinnati Metropolitan Area, Ohio

This study investigated the location condi-

tions, spatial linkage structures, and firm
specific problems of small firms of the
Greater Cincinnati metropolitan area by

sectors and by areal distribution. The major
locational advantages were closeness to
customers and suppliers followed by accessi~
bility to inter-state highways. These results
were supported by spatial linkage structures
in which within-region linkages occupied a
greater portions of linkage, showing the
importance of small firms in the regional
economy. The linkage patterns showed
distance decay effect with high elasticity.
While there were no significant differences of
locational conditions and spatial linkage
structures of small firms between core and
peripheral area, a slight difference was
identified among sectors. Chemical related

Lee, Boyoung*

manufacturing firms show different locational
conditions and spatial linkage structure with
weak within-local linkages. The main loca-
tional disadvantages were lack of qualified
labor, undesirable neighborhood, heavy tax,
and space shortage. Considering the biggest
problems such as lack of qualified labor,
difficulties in sales/marketing, low accessibi-
lity to financial resource, and technological
inability, the inter-related cooperative busi-
ness networks among firms and regional
institutions, consulting companies, chamber
of commerce. and universities are needed to
stimulate regional economic development and
survival of small firms.

Key Words : Locational Conditions, Linkages,
Distance Decay, Network
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