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Regional Identity and Community Paper:
A Search for Subject and Method of Geographical Research

Summary

In the course of modernization and globaliza-
tion, each region in Korea has experienced deep
subordination to the center of Seoul and the
increase of colonization possibility by world
capita. In order to overcome the current
situation, above all, the strategies should be
developed focusing on daily life and life space.
The basis for the development of strategies is
the establishment of regional identity on life
space. It is because of the reason that life space,
or small-scale region has drawn wide attention
in the research of geographyin recent years.
Especially, humanistic geograchy and new
regional geography have developed the concern-
ing theory and methodology, and kept going on
the research of small~scale regions.

Generally speaking, there have been quite
large amount of theoretical discussions on
small-scale region in recent years in the field of
geography. Empirical researches focusing on a
particular small-scale region, however, have been
rarely made. It seems related to the deficiency of
data materials and the obscurity of research
framework of small-scale regional geography. A
community paper must be very helpful for the
geographic research on small-scale region. As
community paper is published based on county

Youngmin Lee”

(‘gun’), small or mid-size city(‘si'), or district of
large city(‘gu’), it deals with small news and
daily life information closely attached to the
region. Accordingly, it functions as a medium of
the formation of regional identity. It is also a
valuable source material for the validation of
regional identity and for the analysis of
identity-shaping mechanism.

The geographic interests in community paper,
first of all, should be taken shape by the work
on the geographical distribution and the periodic
change of publication situation of community
papers in Korea. Angther research subject on
community paper is the examinaton of
characteristics of the region by analyzing the
news and the advertisements. The news in
community paper must be a valuable data source
of regional studies in geography. Also, the
regional identification process of community
people through the community paper could be
and should be explored, and how the regional
centrality, or self-generation based on the
identity is achieved will be an important subject.

Key words :community paper, regional
identity, regional geography, life-world, regional
community

* Full-time instructor, Department of Social Studies Education, Ewha Womans University
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