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Methodological Implications of Everyday Life Research in Library and Information Science
- With Special Reference to Current Research Trends -
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Abstract

Although the importance of research methodoogy in library and information science(LIS) has been widely
recognized, LIS has been also criticized that current research methodology in the field maintains only the
positivistic orientation. Researchers on the other hand, assert that LIS should be studied as a human study,
a subjective approach based on a phenomenological perspective, since LIS has very much to do with the
"human factor," with subjectivity in the form of librarian, patron, and administrator. In this paper, a review
of the published qualitative research in the field which try to generate theories from the subjects in their
own everyday life situation, attempts to shed light on the implication of a new terrain of everyday life
research to LIS. Theory of everyday life is generated by the subjects who are involved in the social
relationship, using their own language. It is a theory which shows the logic of the real world in which the
everyday man recognize, act and comununicate. This includes the perceptions, feelings, and meanings
members experience as well as the “small world" they create in process. Everyday life research perfomed
using qualitaive research methods which have strength to investigate this micro-structure applied to the

field of library and information science, may bring enrichment to the library and information science
research.
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