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ABSTRACT

Our interest in this paper is in the efficient computation of a good low bound for the traveling

salesman problem and is in the application of a network problem in agriculture.

We base our approach on a relatively new formulation of the TSP as a two-commodity network flow

problem. By assigning Lagrangian multipliers to certain constraints and relaxing them, the problem

separates into two single-commodity network flow problems and an assignment problem, for which

efficient algorithms are available.
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