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The low-lying electronic states of diazirine and 3,3' -dimethyldiazirine have been studied by high level ab initio 
quantum chemical methods. The equilibrium geometries of the ground state and the first excited singlet and 
triplet states have been optimized using the Hartree-Fock (HF) and complete active space SCF (CASSCF) 
methods, as well as using the M이ler-Plesset second order perturbation (MP2) theory and the sin이e configura­
tion interaction (CIS) theory. It was found that the first excited singlet state is of 1B1 symmetry resulting from 
the n-濟 transition, while the first excited triplet state is of 3B2 symmetry resulting from the n-n* transition. The 
harmonic vibrational frequencies have been calculated at the optimized geometry of each electronic state, and 
the scaled frequencies have been compared with the experimental frequencies available. The adiabatic and ver­
tical transition energies from the ground electronic state to the low-lying electronic states have been estimated 
by means of multireference methods based on the CASSCF wavefunctions, i.e., the multiconfigurational quasi­
degenerate second order perturbation (MCQDPT2) theory and the CASSCF second-order configuration inter­
action (CASSCF-SOCI) theory. The vertical transition energies have also been calculated by the CIS method 
for comparison. The computed transition energies, particularly by MCQDPT2, agree well with the experimen­
tal observations, and the electronic structures of the molecules have been discussed, particularly in light of the 
controversy over the existence of the so-called second electronic state.

Introduction

Diazirine and its derivatives, which are highly strained, 
three-membered heterocyclic molecules, have received con­
siderable attention since the first synthesis of diazirine in the 
early sixties.1,2 The molecular structures of diazirine and sev­
eral substituted diazirines have been determined by micro­
wave and electron diffraction studies,3-6 and many spectro­
scopic properties including the band origins and the vibra­
tional frequencies have been extensively studied by infrared7-9 
and electronic absorption spectroscopy.10-17 With the recent 
development in experimental techniques, photochemical path­
ways followed by UV excitation have been investigated 
through the observation of fluorescence from alkyl diazir­
ines in solution18,19 and in the gas phase.20 Despite of all 
these efforts, however, the electronic structure of this class 
of molecules has not been fully understood, and in particu­
lar, whether or not there exists an electronic state near the 
1(n-n"：) state is still controversial.17,21 On the theoretical side, 
some calculations were conducted using low level ab 
initio16b,22,23 or semi-empirical methods.24 Recently a study 
of diazirine using the MCSCF method has also been report- 
ed.25 However, these studies focused mainly on the qualita­
tive features of potential energy surfaces for the photochem­
ical decomposition pathways of the diazirine-diazomethane 
system, and the detailed electronic structure and spectro­
scopic properties of the excited states have not been exam­
ined at a sufficiently high level of theory.

In the present study, the electronic structure and properties 
of the low-lying electronic states of diazirine (DA) and 3,3'- 
dimethyldiazirine (DMD) have been investigated using ab 

initio quantum chemical methods. DA and DMD are rela­
tively small molecules by the current standard of computa­
tion, and therefore extensive computations are possible at 
fairly higher level of theory than the previous studies 
employed. The approach used here is the complete active 
space SCF (CASSCF) method.26 The CASSCF wavefunc­
tions comprise all strongly interacting electronic configura­
tions represented by the configuration state functions (CSFs), 
and are therefore expected to give a proper description of the 
major features in the electronic structure of the excited 
states. In order to obtain quantitatively accurate results for 
the electronic excitation energies, however, the dynamic 
electron correlation effects also have to be considered. These 
effects are added in a subsequent step using multiconfigura- 
tional methods with the CASSCF wavefunctions served as 
the reference function.

The computational methods and details are described in 
the next section. The calculated results and discussion then 
follow, and conclusions are summarized in the last section.

Computation지 Methods

The equilibrium geometries of the ground states and the 
first singlet and triplet excited states of DA and DMD were 
fully optimized at the Hartree-Fock (HF) and CASSCF levels, 
using the standard 6-31G(d) basis set. For HF calculations of 
the triplet states, the restricted open-shell HF (ROHF) 
method was used to avoid spin contamination. In addition, 
the geometries of the ground states were also obtained by the 
Moller-Plesset second-order perturbation theory (MP2), and 
the excited state geometries by the single configuration inter-
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Figure 1. Schematic representation of the molecular orbitals of 
diazirine relevant in the present study

action (CIS) method. For CASSCF computations, the active 
space consists of six electrons distributed in six active orbit­
als, denoted as CASSCF (6,6). The same active orbitals were 
used for all electronic states, and they are shown in Figure 1, 
along with the description of the molecular orbitals (MO). 
All optimized structures were confirmed to be those of 
energy minimum by frequency calculations.

Although electron correlation is partially considered at 
CASSCF level, accurate determination of the energy gaps 
between the electronic states requires that dynamic electron 
correlation should be considered as well. The present study 
employed the multiconfigurational quasi-degenerate second- 
order perturbation theory (MCQDPT2)27 and the CASSCF 
second-order configuration interaction (CASSCF-SOCI) 
theory28 in order to account for dynamic electron correlation, 
which use the CASSCF wavefunctions as the reference func­
tion. For calculations of the adiabatic transition energies, the 
electronic energies of each electronic state were calculated 
by the MCQDPT2 or CASSCF-SOCI method at the geome­
tries of each electronic state optimized at CASSCF level, 
while the vertical transition energies were calculated at the 
ground state geometry obtained at CASSCF level. Also the 
vertical transition energies were calculated for comparison 
using the CIS method at the MP2 geometry of the ground 
state. For calculations of the transition energies, the same 6- 
31G(d) basis set was used as in geometry optimizations and 
frequency calculations. This basis set lacks diffuse func­
tions, and therefore the Rydberg states cannot be treated with 
high accuracy. We focused mainly in the present study on 
the valence excited states, and the proper treatment of the 
Rydberg states is the subject of further study.

All quantum chemical calculations were performed using 
the GAMESS29 and Gaussian 9430 packages. Both packages 
include the HF, MP2, and CASSCF modules and produce 
equivalent results. The MCQDPT2 and CASSCF-SOCI cal­
culations were conducted with the modules implemented in 
GAMESS, while the CIS calculations with the one in Gauss­

ian 94.

Results and Discussion

DA and DMD molecules belong to symmetry point group 
C2v.3,4 For the purpose of reference, the C2 axis is chosen to 
correspond to the z axis, and the three-membered ring to lie 
in the yz plane. In order to discuss the electronic structure of 
DA and DMD, a brief description of a few highest occupied 
and lowest unoccupied MO’s relevant in the present study 
will be given first. Schematic representation of these MO’s 
of DA is shown in Figure 1, and the MO’s of DMD are simi­
lar to those of DA. The highest occupied MO (HOMO) of 
both DA and DMD is a nonbonding orbital, denoted by n- 

(b2). The next lower orbitals are a n (b1) MO in the N=N 
bond and a nonbonding MO, denoted by n+ (b1), in the order 
of decreasing energy. The lowest unoccupied MO (LUMO) 
is a n* (a2) orbital, and the next higher virtual orbital is a 0* 
(a1) MO, mainly localized at the carbon in the ring. The third 
virtual MO is of Walsh-type MO, W* 您).

The optimized geometries and the total electronic energies 
of DA and DMD are presented in Tables 1 and 2, respec­
tively. The structural parameters for the ground states of DA 
and DMD have been determined from microwave spectros- 
copy.3,4 The calculated geometries for the ground states of 
both molecules are in good agreement with the experimental 
ones, although a slightly larger discrepancy is observed in 
the N-N bond lengths obtained at the HF and MP2 levels, 
and in the C-N bond lengths obtained at the HF level. The 
first excited singlet states of DA and DMD were found to be 
a 1B1 state resulting from the n--n* transition, as expected. 
The CASSCF calculation predicted the first excited singlet 
states of both DA and DMD to be of C2v symmetry, while 
the CIS level of theory found an energy minimum structure 
at Cs symmetry; at CIS level, optimizing the molecules with 
C2v constraint always results in a structure that yields an 
imaginary frequency. Therefore CASSCF calculations with 
different active spaces were attempted to test if the structure 
optimized varies with the active spaces. But the structures 
obtained are all of C2v symmetry, regardless of the active 
spaces used. The first excited triplet states of DA and DMD 
were turned out to be a 3B2 state resulting from the n-n* 
transition. At the optimized geometries of the triplet states, 
the order of the n- and n orbitals is reversed, and conse­
quently the 3B1 state resulting from the n_-n* transition 
becomes higher in energy than the 3B2 state. The geometries 
optimized for the excited triplet states of DA and DMD were 
of C2v symmetry at all levels of theory, although the CIS 
level of theory could not find the minimum structure for 
DMD. However, at the CASSCF level, we found two mini­
mum structures for the triplet states of both DA and DMD. 
The first ones are very similar to those obtained from the 
ROHF or CIS level, and also to that found by Yamamoto et 
al.25 The second ones, which have the distinctively larger 
N-N bond lengths than the other one, have lower electronic 
energies and appear to correspond to the true minima on the 
triplet potential energy surfaces. Therefore these second
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Table 1. Optimized Equilibrium Structures" and Total Energies6 of Low-Lying Electronic States of Diazirine

Ground state (1A1) Excited singlet state (1B1) Excited triplet state (3B2)
CASSCF MP2 HF Expt.c CASSCF CISd CASSCF CIS ROHF

total energy -147.940371 -148.289057 -147.836092 -147.765614 -147.679741 -147.815551 -147.757134 -147.762216
R(N-N) 1.217 1.257 1.194 1.228±0.003 1.236 1.261 1.638 1.499 1.507
R(C-N) 1.497 1.482 1.446 1.482±0.003 1.648 1.652

1.371
1.411 1.405 1.404

R(C-H) 1.071 1.082 1.074 1.09±0.02 1.066 1.076 1.082 1.079 1.080
成NCN) 48.0 50.2 48.8 48.6 44.0 48.2 71.0 64.5 64.9
成CNN) 66.0 64.9 65.6 65.7 68.0 77.7

54.1
54.5 57.8 57.6

成NCH) 117.1 117.2 117.9 118.2 115.2 120.8
113.8

116.3 116.7 116.9

成HCH) 120.3 119.4 118.0 117±2 125.3 117.5 114.0 115.8 115.2
a Bond lengths are in A and angles in degrees. b Energies are in hartrees. c Reference 3. d The CIS level of theory predicts the first excited singlet state to 
be of Cs symmetry.

Table 2. Optimized Equilibrium Structures” and Total Energies6 of Low-Lying Electronic States of 3,3’ -Dimethyldiazirine

level
Ground state (1A1) Excited singlet state (1B1) Excited triplet state (3B2)

CASSCF MP2 HF Expt.c CASSCF CISd CASSCF ROHF

total energy -226.021655 -226.636210 -225.917872 -225.857329 -225.776727 -225.900331 -225.847001
R(N-N) 1.223 1.267 1.201 1.235±0.005 1.240 1.263 1.638 1.512
R(C-N) 1.496 1.481 1.445 1.490±0.01 1.643 1.660 1.417 1.409

1.385 1.519 1.518
R(C-C*)e 1.505 1.502 1.510 1.499±0.01 1.488 1.497
R(C-H) 1.086 1.095 1.086 1.100±0.01 1.087 1.088 1.084 1.084

1.083 1.093 1.083 1.080±0.01 1.080 1.085 1.083 1.082
1.080

成NCN) 48.3 50.6 49.1 48.9 44.3 48.0 70.6 64.9
成(CNN) 65.9 64.7 65.5 65.5 67.8 77.5 54.7 57.5

54.5
成NCC*) 117.7 117.5 118.4 115.8 120.0 115.6 116.2

114.7
成(C*CC*) 118.9 118.5 117.0 119.7±0.5 123.9 118.4 116.1 116.8
a Bond lengths are in A and angles in degrees. b Energies are in hartrees. c Reference 4. d The CIS level of theory predicts the first excited singlet state to 
be of Cs symmetry. e C* represents the carbon in methyl groups.

structures were presented for the triplet states of DA and 
DMD in Tables 1 and 2, respectively.

Comparing the geometries of DA and DMD, it appears 
that substitution by methyl groups does not affect much the 
structure of the three-membered ring in all electronic states, 
and both molecules display similar variations in their geom­
etries with the electronic states. That is, the N-N bond 
lengths of both molecules become longer in the excited elec­
tronic states, particularly in the triplet excited states where 
the N-N bond has a single bond character rather than the 
double bond character. The C-N bond lengths are consider­
ably lengthened in the excited singlet states, while they 
become slightly shorter in the excited triplet states. Also it is 
observed that both the H-C-H angle in DA and the C-C-C 
angle in DMD increase in the excited singlet states.

The harmonic frequencies were calculated at each opti­
mized geometry of the electronic state, but the frequencies 

obtained at the present level of theory are known to be over­
estimated due to anharmonicity and insufficient correction 
for electron correlation.31,32 Therefore these frequencies need 
to be scaled in order to compare with the experimental fre­
quencies, and in the present study the scale factors were cho­
sen by minimizing the differences between the calculated 
and experimental frequencies of the ground states in a least 
squares manner. Experimental frequencies for the excited 
states were not used because these frequencies appear to 
have some uncertainties as discussed below. Such scaled fre­
quencies for DA and DMD are listed in Tables 3 and 4, 
respectively, along with the experimental frequencies. Agree­
ments between the scaled and experimental frequencies are 
generally good, although some discrepancies are observed 
particularly in the excited states. As mentioned earlier, for 
DA and its derivatives, the existence of the second electronic 
state near the first excited singlet state has been assumed for
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Table 3. Vibrational Frequencies" of Low-Lying Electronic States of Diazirine

Ground state (1A1) Excited singlet state (1B1) Excited triplet 
state (3B2)

CASSCF MP2 Expt.c CASSCF Expt.d CASSCF
symmetry mode frequency intensity frequency intensity frequency intensity frequency intensity frequency frequency

a1 V1 3026 0.111 3062 0.260 3020 m 3080 0.002 2939
니2 1639 0.648 1523 0.537 1626 s 1595 0.013 1488 1431
니3 1451 0.062 1434 0.459 1458 s 1378 0.072 1391 1150
니4 935 0.057 1003 0.091 991 m 633 0.067 791 536

a2 니 5 929 0.000 969 0.000 355 0.000 910
b1 니6 3141 0.392 3181 0.572 3131 m 3233 0.004 3007

니7 1073 0.117 1116 0.140 1125 m 953 0.037 840
b2 니8 933 0.782 986 0.846 967 s 574 0.665 1212

니9 755 0.242 794 0.408 807 m 138 0.000 937
a Frequencies are in cm-1, and intensities in Debye2/amu-A2. b The scale factors are 0.904 for CASSCF and 0.951 for MP2. c Reference 7. d Reference 11.

aFrequencies are in cm-1, and intensities in Debye2/amu-A2. b The scale factors are 0.904 for CASSCF and 0.951 for MP2. c Reference 8. d Reference 
20b. e Reference 13.

Table 4. Vibrational Frequencies" of Low-Lying Electronic States of 3,3’ -Dimethyldiazirine

Ground state (1A1) Excited singlet state (1B1) Excited trip­
let state (3B2)

CASSCF MP2 Expt.c Expt.d CASSCF Expt.e Expt.d CASSCF
symmetry mode frequency intensity frequency intensity frequency frequency frequency intensity frequency frequency frequency

a1 V1 2975 0.653 3049 0.305 3015 0.103 2988
니2 2899 0.737 2949 0.382 2899 0.625 2913
니3 1614 0.855 1498 0.005 1603 1565 1566 0.146 1477 1477.5 1481
니4 1484 0.204 1453 0.778 1458 1468 0.147 1198 1421.9 1415
니 5 1425 0.009 1400 0.010 1391 1389 1420 0.006 1167 1283
니6 1235 0.006 1223 0.004 1136 1235 1173 0.277 997 1166.8 1004
니7 964 0.049 980 0.085 988 979 888 0.005 933 934.4 739
니8 671 0.000 706 0.004 738 716 509 0.013 657 656.9 487
니9 353 0.006 343 0.008 433 405 324 0.019 485 280.2 320

a2 니10 2945 0.000 3024 0.000 2938 0.000 2974
V11 1466 0.000 1463 0.000 1455 0.000 1468
니12 1001 0.000 998 0.000 954 0.000 986
니13 388 0.000 392 0.000 245 0.000 326
니14 99 0.000 133 0.000 123.5 64 0.000 98.2 182

b1 니15 2974 0.405 3049 0.148 3012 0.145 2987
니16 2894 0.461 2946 0.254 2891 0.136 2909
V17 1475 0.056 1473 0.079 1458 0.050 1465
니18 1420 0.232 1397 0.491 1416 0.289 1396
니19 1219 0.318 1241 0.313 1252 0.229 1129
니20 953 0.012 949 0.015 952 0.003 938
니21 410 0.227 430 0.217 358 0.238 359

b2 니 22 2948 1.426 3026 0.623 2942 0.874 2979
니23 1481 0.277 1479 0.348 1469 0.372 1488
니24 1108 0.000 1128 0.023 1023 0.010 1185
니25 743 0.047 769 0.037 301 0.006 875
니26 335 0.005 361 0.011 262 0.011 393
니27 131 0.008 150 0.001 40 0.009 214

some time.11-14,16 But recent studies indicate that for difluo- 
rodiazirine and DMD, this second electronic state is really a 
hot band,17,21 and the present study also did not find the evi­

dence of this so-called second electronic state. Therefore 
earlier vibrational analysis from electronic absorption spec­
tra of DA and related molecules11-14 may need reexamina­
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tion, and the scaled frequencies obtained here are expected 
to provide reasonable estimates for the undetermined fre­
quencies.

Accurate estimation of the energy gaps between the elec­
tronic states requires more rigorous treatments of electron 
correlation than provided by the CASSCF method. The most 
accurate way to include the dynamic correlation effects is 
probably provided by the multireference configuration inter­
action (MRCI) technique. However the applicability of the 
technique becomes severely limited, except for small molec­
ular systems, because the order of the Hamiltonian matrix 
increases rapidly for larger systems. Rather we employed the 
MCQDPT2 method developed by Nakano,27 which is one of 
the second-order perturbation theories based on the MCSCF 
reference functions. This technique is more efficient than the 
other multireference based methods such as MRCI and mul­
tireference coupled cluster methods, and moreover it can 
describe open shell or excited states as well as closed shell 
states in a single framework. The CASSCF-SOCI method 
was also used to calculate adiabatic transition energies, 
wherein all single and double excitations from the CASSCF 
active orbital space into the virtual orbital space are per­
mitted. The adiabatic transition energies obtained by the 
MCQDPT2 and SOCI methods are presented in Table 5, 
along with the experimentally observed band origins of the 
excited states of DA and DMD. The adiabatic energies esti­
mated using the MCQDPT2 method agree quite well with 
the experimental data, especially when the zero point energy 
is corrected, while the transition energies from the CASSCF- 
SOCI calculations show rather large deviation, probably due 
to the insufficient number of CSFs. However, the larger 
active space could not be used because the number of con­
figurations generated becomes quickly too large beyond our 
computational resources.

For DA and related molecules, the existence of the so- 
called second electronic state near the 1B1 (n--苗)state has 
been the subject of some controversy. In the earlier investi­
gation of the electronic absorption spectra, 11-14,16 the apparent 
second electronic state was observed within a few hundred 
wavenumbers from the 1B1 state and tentatively assigned to 
the 3B2 (nn*) state, while recent studies of difluorodiazirine 
and DMD17,21 suggest that the feature is not another elec­
tronic state, but a hot band which belongs to the 1B1 state. 
The adiabatic transition energies presented in Table 5 also 
indicate that there is no electronic state within a few hundred 
wavenumbers from the 1B1 (n--n*) state, and the B (n-n*) 
or 3B1 (n--n*) state cannot be responsible for the apparent 
second origin because both triplet states were found to be 
much lower in energy (over 0.6 eV) than the 1B1 state. We 
note that for DA and DMD, the lowest triplet states are the 
3B2 (n-n*) state, and the 3B1 (n_-n*) states are slightly higher 
in energy than the 3B2 state, unlike usually expected. Thus 
reexamination of the electronic spectra based on the present 
results appears to be warranted. It is also seen that the transi­
tion energies of DMD are smaller than those of DA.

Table 6 presents the vertical transition energies based on 
the MCQDPT2 calculations. Also the CIS calculations were

(a) diazirine

Table 5. Adiabatic Transition Energies for Diazirine and 3,3- 
Dimethyldiazirine

level MCQDPT2 CASSCF-SOCI Expt.
state total energy 

(hartree)
AE

(eV)
total energy 

(hartree)
AE

(eV)
AE 

(eV)
So (1A1) -148.2837697 0 -147.9988517 0
S1 (1B1) -148.1380459 3.97 (3.85)a -147.8370796 4.40 3.84b
T1 (B) -148.1747081 2.97 (2.92) -147.8824284 3.17
T2 (3B1) -148.1609229 3.34 (3.18) -147.8543029 3.93

(b) dimethyldiazirine
level MCQDPT2 CASSCF-SOCI Expt.
state total energy AE total energy AE AE

(hartree) (eV) (hartree) (eV) (eV)
S0 (1A1) -226.6303620 0 -226.0801973 0
S1 (1B1) -226.4999014 3.55 (3.47)a -225.9303219 4.08 3.46財
T1 (3B2) -226.5263551 2.83 (2.78) -225.9674566 3.07
T2 (3B1) -226.5230131 2.92 (2.87) -225.9489268 3.57 2.94c

a The values in parenthesis are the energies with the zero point energy 
corrected. bReference 11. c Reference 13. d Reference 20b.

performed since the CIS method was claimed to provide rea­
sonable estimates for the electronic energies rather inexpen- 
sively.33 The vertical energies using the MCQDPT2 method 
were obtained by the two different procedures. The first pro­
cedure involves optimization of the CASSCF orbitals for 
each electronic state separately, and subsequent perturba- 
tional correction for electron correlation. The results from 
this procedure are listed under the heading of ‘Nstate =1’ in 
Table 6. In the second procedure, the state-averaged
CASSCF orbitals for the several, three in the present case, 
electronic states of the same symmetry were obtained and
these orbitals were used for the subsequent MCQDPT2 cal­
culations. The results are listed under the heading of 
‘Nstate = 3’ in Table 6. This second procedure includes the 
interactions among the electronic states of the same symme­
try to give more accurate descriptions of the electronic struc­
tures, although the use of the state-averaged orbitals may 
introduce a certain degree of inaccuracy.

Unlike the adiabatic transition energies, at the ground state 
geometries of DA and DMA, the 3B1 (n--n*) states are found 
out to be lower in energy than the 3B2 (nn*) states at both 
the MCQDPT2 and CIS levels. Although the two procedures 
of MCQDPT2 calculations yield comparable results for 
other electronic states, the relative ordering of the 1B2 and 
1A2 states in DA turns out to be different between the two 
procedures. That is, the first procedure predicts the 1B2 state 
to be lying higher than the 1A2 state, while the second proce­
dure reverses this order. This suggests that for the 1B2 or 1A2 

state, the electronic interactions between the states of the 
same symmetry are important, and accordingly they affect 
the relative orders of the electronic states. In fact, close 
examination of the coefficients of the CSFs indicates that the 
1B2 (n-n*) and 1B2 (n--o*) states are strongly mixed with 
each other, and cannot be described by a single configura-
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(a) diazirine

Table 6. Vertical Transition Energies (eV) for Diazirine and 3,3’ - 
Dimethyldiazirine

state MCQDPT2 
(Nstate=1)

MCQDPT2 
(Nstate=3) CIS

3B1 (n- t n*) 3.35 3.37 3.07
1B1 (n- t n*) 4.01 4.01 4.15
3B2 (兀 t n*) 5.34 5.46 3.30
3A2 (n+ t n*) 6.23 5.97 5.36
3A1 (n- t W*) 6.66 6.57 6.87
1A2 (n+ t n*) 7.47 7.79 7.05
1B2 (兀 t n*) 8.09 7.16ta 7.94
3B2 (n- t o*) 8.55 8.87 11.20
1A1 (n- t W*) 9.47 9.9U 11.11
1B2 (n- t o*) 9.99^ 11.67
3B1 (n- t n*; n- t W*) 10.24
1A1 (n-2 t n*2) 10.40t

3A2 (n t W*) 10.81 10.06
3A2 (n- t 兀*;兀 t n*) 10.87
1A2 (n t W*) 10.99 11.23 10.62
1B1 (n- t n*; n- t W*) 11.47
3B1 (n t o*) 11.88
1B1 (n t o*) 12.50

(b) dimethyldiazirine

state MCQDPT2 MCQDPT2 CIS(Nstate=1) (Nstate=3)

3B1 (n- t n*) 2.98 2.98 2.69
1B1 (n- t n*) 3.62 3.59 3.72
3B2 (兀 t n*) 5.25 5.38 3.14
3A2 (n+ t n*) 6.10 5.68 5.21
3A1 (n- t W*) 6.75 5.80 7.12
1A2 (n+ t n*) 7.31 7.22 6.83
1B2 (兀 t n*) 7.47 7.5俨 7.68
3B2 (n- t o*) 8.36 8.76
1A1 (n2 t n*2) 9.35
1A2 (n t W*) 11.22 9.47十 10.92
3A2 (n t W*) 9.50t 10.32
1B1 (n- t n*; n- t W*) 9.93
1A1 (n- t W*) 10.07 11.02
3B1 (n- t n*; n- t W*) 10.42
1A2 (n- t 兀*;兀 t n*) 10.79^

3A2 (n- t 兀*;兀 t n*) 10.92^

3B1 (兀 t o*) 11.92
1B1 (兀 t o*) 12.27
a The states marked with the dagger symbol are mixed strongly with the 
state of the same symmetry.

tion. Besides these, there are some other electronic states 
that are strongly mixed with those of the same symmetry and 
represented by more than one configuration. Such electronic 
states are marked with the dagger symbol in Table 6. The 
CIS transition energies are comparable to those of MCQDPT2 
in the low energy region, but for the higher-lying states the 
discrepancies become noticeable. This is probably due to the 

limitation of the CIS method in describing the complexity of 
excited state wavefunctions.34 The CIS approach is based on 
a CI calculation in the CSF space singly excited with respect 
to a ground state. However some of the excited states have a 
multi-excited character, and cannot be described by single 
excitations only. As for the existence of the second elec­
tronic state near the 1B1 (n-M*) state, the vertical transition 
energies also do not support the presence of such a state, and 
this electronic state is probably a misinterpretation of the 
electronic spectra, as recent experimental studies suggest.17,21

Although present determination of the adiabatic and verti­
cal transition energies may provide the overall picture of the 
electronic structures of DA and DMD, the basis set and the 
active space used in the present study are not large enough to 
describe subtle details of the nature of the excited states, par­
ticularly the diffuse character of some of the excited states, 
and the interactions of them. More rigorous study of the 
electronic structures of DA and its derivatives is underway 
using the extended basis sets and the large active spaces than 
in the present study. Through this study, we hope that more 
definite conclusions can be made regarding the full interac­
tions among the electronic states, including those between 
the valence and Rydberg states.

Conclusions

In the present study, the low-lying electronic states of DA 
and DMD have been studied by the CASSCF method, as 
well as the HF, MP, and CIS methods. It was found that the 
first excited singlet state is of 1B1 symmetry resulting from 
the n_-M* transition, while the first excited triplet state is of 
3B2 symmetry resulting from the m-m* transition. The geom­
etries of the ground states optimized at the CASSCF level 
are in good agreement with the geometrical parameters 
obtained experimentally. For the singlet excited states, the 
CASSCF level of theory predicts these states to be of C2v 

symmetry, while the CIS level of theory to be of Cs symme­
try. The calculated vibrational frequencies of the ground 
states match well, with the appropriate scale factors, the 
experimental frequencies available, and the calculated fre­
quencies for the excited states are expected to provide rea­
sonable estimates for the unknown frequencies. The adiabatic 
and vertical transition energies from the ground electronic 
state to the low-lying electronic states have been estimated 
by means of multireference methods based on the CASSCF 
reference wavefunctions. The computed transition energies, 
particularly by MCQDPT2, agree well with the experimental 
observations, and the calculated vertical energies are expected 
to provide the overall picture of the electronic structures of 
DA and DMD. As for the existence of another electronic 
state near the 1B1 (n-M*) state, we could not find the evi­
dence for such a state and reexamination of the electronic 
spectra of these molecules seems to be warranted, although 
more detailed study is needed in order to further clarify the 
electronic structures of DA and its derivatives.

Acknowledgment. The authors thank Prof. Y. S. Choi 
for helpful discussions. This work was supported by the 



Electronic States of Diazirine and 3,3'-Dimethyldiazirine Bull. Korean Chem. Soc. 1999, Vol. 20, No. 11 1287

research fund of University of Inchon, 1999. The authors 
gratefully acknowledge the resource of the ETRI supercom­
puter center used in the present work.

References

1. Graham, W. H. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1962, 84, 1063.
2. Schmitz, E.; Ohme, R. Tetrahedron Lett. 1961, 612; Chem. 

Ber. 1962, 95, 795.
3. Pierce, L.; Dobyns, V J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1962, 84, 2651.
4. Wollrab, J. E.; Scharpen, L. H.; Ames, D. P.; Merritt, J. A.

J. Chem. Phys. 1968, 49, 2405.
5. Scharpen, L. H.; Wollrab, J. E.; Ames, D. P.; Merritt, J. A. 

J. Chem. Phys. 1969, 50, 2063.
6. Hencher, J. L.; Bauer, S. H. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1967, 89, 

5527.
7. Ettinger, R. J. Chem. Phys. 1964, 40, 1693.
8. Mitchell, R. W.; Merritt, J. A. J. Mol. Spectrosc. 1968, 27, 

197.
9. Mitchell, R. W.; Merritt, J. A. J. Mol. Spectrosc. 1969, 29, 

174.
10. Merritt, J. A. Can. J. Phys. 1962, 40, 1683.
11. Robertson, L. C.; Merritt, J. A. J. Mol. Spectrosc. 1966, 

19, 372.
12. (a) Mitchell, R. W.; Merritt, J. A. J. Mol. Spectrosc. 1967, 

22, 165. (b) Robertson, L. C.; Merritt, J. A. J. Mol. Spec- 
trosc. 1967, 24, 44.

13. Robertson, L. C.; Merritt, J. A. J. Chem. Phys. 1972, 56, 
2919.

14. Robertson, L. C.; Merritt, J. A. J. Chem. Phys. 1972, 57, 
941.

15. Simmons, J. D.; Bartky, I. R.; Bass, A. M. J. Mol. Spec- 
trosc. 1965, 17, 48.

16. (a) Lombardi, J. R.; Klemperer, W.; Robin, M. B.; Basch, 
H.; Kuebler, N. A. J. Chem. Phys. 1969, 51, 33. (b) Robin, 
M. B.; Basch, H.; Kuebler, N. A.; Wiberg, K. B.; Ellison, 
G. B. J. Chem. Phys. 1969, 51, 45.

17. Hepburn, P. H.; Hollas, J. M. J. Mol. Spectrosc. 1974, 50, 
126.

18. (a) Modarelli, D. A.; Morgan, S.; Platz, M. S. J. Am. 
Chem. Soc. 1992, 114, 7034. (b) Ford, F.; Yuzawa, T.; 
Platz, M. S.; Matzinger, S.; Fulscher, M. J. Am. Chem. 
Soc. 1998, 120, 4430.

19. Modarelli, D. A.; Platz, M. S. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1993, 
115, 470.

20. (a) Kim, T.-S.; Choi, Y. S.; Kwak, I. J. Photochem. Photo- 
biol. A 1997, 108, 123. (b) Kim, T.-S. Ph.D. Dissertation; 
Inha University, 1998.

21. Kim, T.-S.; Kim, S. K.; Choi, Y. S.; Kwak, I. J. Chem. 
Phys. 1997, 107, 8719.

22. Vasuvedan, K.; Kammer, W. E. Chem. Phys. 1976, 15, 103.
23. Bigot, B.; Ponec, R.; Sevin, A.; Devaquet, A. J. Am. Chem. 

Soc. 1978, 100, 6575.
24. Muller-Rammers, P. L.; Jug, K. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1985, 

107, 7275.
25. Yamamoto, N.; Bernardi, F.; Bottoni, A.; Olivucci, M.; 

Robb, M. A.; Wilsey, S. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1994, 116, 2064.
26. For reviews of the MCSCF techniques, see for example: 

Ab Initio Methods in Quantum Chemistry-II; Lawley, K. 
P., Ed.; John Wiley: New York, 1987.

27. (a) Nakano, H. Chem. Phys. Lett. 1993, 207, 372. (b) 
Nakano, H. J. Chem. Phys. 1993, 99, 7983.

28. Schaefer, H. F. Ph.D. Thesis; Stanford University, 1969.
29. Schmidt, M. W.; Baldridge, K. K.; Boatz, J. A.; Elbert, S. 

T.; Gordon, M. S.; Jensen, J. H.; Koseki, S.; Matsunaga, 
N.; Nguyen, K. A.; Su, S. J.; Windus, T. L.; Dupuis, M.; 
Montgomery, J. A. J. Comput. Chem. 1993, 14, 1347.

30. Frisch, M. J.; Trucks, G. W.; Schlegel, H. B.; Gill, P. M. 
W.; Johnson, B. G.; Robb, M. A.; Cheeseman, J. R.; Keith, 
T.; Petersson, G. A.; Montgomery, J. A.; Raghavachari,
K.; Al-Laham, M. A.; Zakrzewski, V G.; Ortiz, J. V; 
Foresman, J. B.; Cioslowski, J.; Stefanov, B. B.; Nanay- 
akkara, A.; Challacombe, M.; Peng, C. Y.; Ayala, P. Y.; 
Chen, W.; Wong, M. W.; Andres, J. L.; Replogle, E. S.; 
Gomperts, R.; Martin, R. L.; Fox, D. J.; Binkley, J. S.; 
Defrees, D. J.; Baker, J.; Stewart, J. P.; Head-Gordon, M.; 
Gonzalez, C.; Pople, J. A. Gaussian 94, Revision E.2; 
Gaussian, Inc.; Pittsburgh, PA, 1995.

31. (a) Pople, J. A.; Schlegel, H. B.; Krishnan, R.; DeFrees, D. 
J.; Binkley, J. S.; Frisch, M. J.; Whiteside, R. A.; Hout, R. 
F.; Hehre, W. J. Int. J. Quantum Chem. Symp. 1981, S15, 
269. (b) Hout, R. F.; Levi, B. A.; Hehre, W. J. J. Comput. 
Chem. 1982, 3, 234.

32. (a) Pople, J. A.; Scott, A. P.; Wong, M. W.; Radom, L. Isr. 
J. Chem. 1993, 33, 345. (b) Scott, A. P.; Radom, L. J. 
Phys. Chem. 1996, 100, 16502.

33. Foresman, J. B.; Head-Gordon, M.; Pople, J. A.; Frisch, 
M. J. J. Phys. Chem. 1992, 96, 135.

34. Roos, B. O.; Andersson, K.; Fulscher, M. P. Chem. Phys. 
Lett. 1992, 192, 5.


