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Ultrasonographic Examination for Intrahepatic
Porto-systemic Shunts in Dogs
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ABSTRACT : Portosystemic shunts in 3 Dogs with respiratory sign of cough and with dementia
signs characterized by hypersensitivity, salivation, and seizure were diagnosed at veterinary teach-
ing hospital of Seoul National University. In radiographs, microhepatica was observed. In abdomi-
nal ultrasonography, abnormal intrahepatic connections between the portal vein and the systemic
vessels and tortuous vascularity were found. There was no complication such as ammonium urate
urolith in kidney or urinary bladder. These dogs were treated with medicine and protein-restricted

diet.
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Fig 1. Lateral projection of abdomen of case 1. Caudal
hepatic border is not definitely discriminated, but micro-
hepatica is evident with cranial displacement of gastric
axis.
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Fig 2. Ultrasonograms of the liver. Abnormal connections
between portal vein(PV) and caudal vena cava(CVC) (A),
and vascular tortuosity(B) of case 1.
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Fig 3. Ultrasonograms of the liver. Abnormal connection
between portal vein (PV) and caudal vena cava (CVC) (A)
and tortuouse change of vessle (B) of case 2.
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