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A Study on the Korean Fishery Management System and TAC System

Implementation on Issues of the New Ocean Regime.

Lee, Sang-Go
Abstract

When the international fisheries order changes following the UN Law of the Sea, the new
regional fisheries order is forming among East North Asian states and era of Economic Zones
is really coming. In those changes of foreign and domestic fisheries environment, to maintain
sustainable growth of the industry in 21st century the North East Asian states plot
adjustments to fisheries management, such as introduction of the TAC system and others. The
TAC seems to be an appropriate systematic response especially because traditional functions of
fisheries management have already demonstrated their limits in regards to fisheries
sustainable development.

Introduction of the TAC to the North East Asian fisheries not only resolves the inability of
traditional fisheries management to develop the industry consequently, but also strengthens
the EEZ and existing marine management systems. However, the TAC was born by the
western industrial mentality, still contains persistent mistakes and is difficult to change.
Therefore, its introduction to and implication in North East Asian region might cause
numerous problems. From this point of view, introduction of the TAC system will disregard
peculiarities of North East Asian fisheries, so main efforts should be concentrated on
improving the functions of existing system via consecutive step-by-step approach. In addition,
the TAC should be grafted into the existing fisheries system through cooperative management
system, creating stable systematic ground and considering scientific and fisheries motives.

Especially, TAC system, unlike the traditional fisheries' management system, is scientific,
being systematically developed one, and needs to be gradually installed, considering its
systematic character. Therefore, the TAC should better be introduced by systematic and
scientific approaches, paying more attention to strengthening the existing fisheries system, but
not immediately and in the form it is right now. Concluding, introduction of the TAC can not be
made considering the outward factors deriving from the UN Law of the Sea without
corrections. To overcome limitations and ineffectiveness of traditional fisheries, most efforts
should be concentrated on basic revision of 21st centuries’ fisheries and strengthening the

functions of traditional fisheries aimed to develop the leading business of marine industries.



