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< Abstract >

The purpose of this study was to investigate developmental trends in organization strategy for taxonomic
and slot-filler lists and category typicality, use of organization strategy in relation to developmental changes in
category knowledge structure, emergent organization capacity and effects in category typicality on children’s
recall. Moreover, the influences of children’s age, use of organization strategy, list types and category
typicality on children’s recall were figured out.

The major results were as follows.

1. Children’s recall use of organization strategy increased with age. That is, the older children performed

better recall and used organization strategy on both list types than the younger children.

2. All children performed recall and used organization strategy better for the slot-filler than taxonomic list.
The 4-year-olds, however, demonstrated better recall and use of organization strategy for the slot-filler
than taxonomic list. While the 6-year-olds and 8-year-olds showed no such differences. These findings
were supported the view that script-based slot-filler categories have a strong influence on young
children’s memory performance.

3. At each age level, children showed higher level of recall and use of organization strategy for category
typical than category atypical list. All children received higher scores for the typical than atypical items
on recall and use of organization strategy.

4. Children’s age, use of organization strategy, list types, and category typicality of lists significantly
predicted children’s recall. 58% of the variance of children’s recall was explained by four variables.
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