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An Experimental Study of Cocitation Analysis on Web Information
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ABSTRACT

This experimental study examines informetric analysis of World Wide Web based upon cocitation analysis of Web
pages and features of Web resources in the field of communication studies. Cocitation analysis is basically performed to
examine the intellectual structure of the communication studies in reflecting link count on the Web. The selected Web
resources in the field are mapped in two dimensions based upon the similarities of cocitation frequency, correlation
matrix, mutidimensional scale and cluster analysis. Cocitation analysis methods using organizational homepage, personal
homepage, or Web index, to Web produced clustering of Web resources that had topical similarities. So far, although
informetric analysis of Web resources is in the preliminary stage, it shows that Web can be a new tool for indicating the
intellectual structure of a specific research field. In addition, this study analyzes characteristics of printing resources and
Web resources, and differences of research methods in applying cocitation analysis. ‘
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