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A Study on the Meaning of the Korean traditional
Dwellings and the Cardinal Points

W o
Chung, Young-Chul

Abstract

The aim of this study is to consider the meaning of the traditional dwelling house and the cardinal
points. The cardinal points is a complex concept of the body-scheme direction and celestial direction. This
paper explains the meanings of the traditional dwelling house under the following three subtitles; dwelling
as the image of the cosmos; dwelling as the center of the world; dwelling as the subjective space. The
traditional dwellings have the prominent characteristic of the image of the cosmos and the center of the
world which is regarded the human and the architecture as the microcosmos, and which communicates the
heaven with the earth. The traditional dwellings which aims to harmonize the human with the nature have
the subjective and meaningful space which articulates the nature through the self-systematization.
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