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Relative importance of factors affecting text greference(ﬂ)
- Focusing on the usual letter width
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Abstract This study examined the relative importance and the most preferred level of
factors which were identified through the readability researchs. For this. subjects were
given a text constructed in usual letter width with square form letter or non-square form,
and then, ranked the preference between the text factors. In experiment 1 where a text
was printed in square letters, letter size was rated as the most important factor, followed
by line spacing. letter width, line length, letter spacing. line justification, and letter form.
But when non-square letters were used in experiment 2, the second most important factor
was the letter spacing although letter size still topped the list. These findings indicate
the differences in letter designing principles for various types and the unfamiliarity to
non-square letter forms for general public. Unlike in Yi and Jin(1998) where letter width
turned out to be the most sensitive factor, the highest priority should be given to letter
size when publishing with usual letter width.
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