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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the food life of 271 Korean American housewives residing in the New York and New Jersey
metropolitan area. The objectives of this survey were to describe the food life of Koreans and to identify any demographic
factors related to the food life. Most of the respondents(80.4%) considered dinner as the most important meal of the day and
97.4% preferred Korean foods for their dinner. More than half percents(54%) preferred to go out to ear at Korean restaurants.
While 14.4% of the respondents reported always buying Kimchee, 47.2% of the subjects reported making their own Kimchee
regularly. Although several studies showed that the food life are likely to occur spontaneously and to change constantly, most
of the Korean Americans in this study appeared conservative in their food life. This study is expected to provide a baseline for a
culturally specific natrition program that would recommend immigrants to practice positive food life and nutrition behaviors. A
more study about the effects of immigration on dietary patterns and diseases as well as other nutritional status would be needed.

(Korean J Nutrition 32(1) : 101~109, 1999)
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Table 1. General information on respondents' demographics

Variables Categories N (%)
20~29 6 2.2
30~39 110 40.6
Age 40~49 108 399
50~59 29 10.7
Over 60 18 6.6
Under middle school 7 2.6
Education High school 33 12.2
University or higher 231 85.2
yes 106 39.1
Job
No 165 60.9
$ 25,000 or less 25 9.2
Annual $ 50.000 or less 74 27.3
household % 75,000 or less 64 236
income over
$ 75,000 108 39.9
Family type Nuclear 229 84.5
Extended 42 15.5
3 years or under 82 303
Length of 5 vears or under 41 15.1
residence in 10 years or under 57 21.0
the US 15 years or under 37 13.7
16 years or over 54 19.9
The first son 131 48.4
Husband' place  The second son 77 28.4
The third son or above 63 232
Total 271 100
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Table 2. The most important meal of the day N(%)
Breakfast Lunch Dinner All 3 meals Does not matter  Total Significance
20~29 0(0.0) 2(33.3) 4(66.7) 0(0.0) 00 0.0) 6(100)
30~-39 4(3.6) 2(1.8) 93(84.5) 5(4.5) 6( 5.3) 110(100)
Age 40~49 8(7.4) 2019 89(82.4) 3(2.8) 6( 5.6) 108(100) ¥'=27.64"
50~59 2(6.9) 4(13.8) 19(65.5) 13.4) 3(10.3) 29(100)
Qver 60 1(5.6) 2(11.1) 13(72.2) 1(5.6) 1 5.6) 1(100)
ob Yes 8(7.5) 8( 7.5} 76(71.7) 6(5.7) 8(7.5) 106(100) x'=9.38
No 7(4.2) 4 2 142(86.1) 42.4) 8( 4.8) 165(100) NS
Family nuclear - 14(6.1) 10( 4.4) 185(80.8) 7(3.0) 13(5.7) 229(100) '=2.66
Type extended 12.4) 2( 4.8 33(78.6) 3.1 3(7.1) 42(100) NS
Total 15(5.5) 12( 4.4) 218(80.4) 10(3.7) 16( 5.9) 271(100)
*p<C0.05 NS : not significance
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Table 3. The most important person in family meals N(%)
Grandparents  Husband Children Myself No one in specific Total Signilicance
20~29 3(50.0) 3(50.0) 00 0.0 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0 6(100)
30~39 7( 6.4) 70(63.5) 21(19.1) 5( 4.5) 7( 6.4) 110(100)
Age 40~49 6( 5.6) 63(58.3) 25(23.1) 5( 4.6) 9( 8.3) 108(100) x2=36.56*
50~59 10 3.4) 13(44.8) 9(31.0) 4(13.8) 2( 6.9) 290100)
Qver 60 2(11.1) 5(27.8) 9(50.0) 0( 0.0) 2(11.1) 18(100)
Yes 13(12.2) 50(47.2) 28(26.4) 6{ 5. 7) 9( 8.5) 106(100) )
job ¥=10.66*
No 6( 3.6) 104(63.0) 36(21.8) 6( 4 11( 6.7) 165(100)
Family nuclear 7( 3.1 140(61.1) 54(23.6) 13(5 ) 15( 6.6) 229(100) . »
Type extended 12(28.6) 14(33.3) 10(23.8) 1( 2 5(11.9) 420100 x=144
Total 19( 7.0) 154(56.8) 64(23.6) 14( 5. 2) 20( 7.4) 271(100)
*n<0.05 **n<0.01
Table 4. Frequencies of eat-out N(%)
oo s mesk  awesk  amomh 23 momhs Madvewr ol Sgnifcance
Education
Under middle 1(14.3) 2(28.6) 1(14.3) 3(42.9) 0( 0.0) 7(100)
High school 4(12.1) 4(12.1) 16(48.5) 6(18.2) 3(9.1) 33(100) x2=16.59*
University or 27(11.7) 79(34.2) 91(39.4) 20(8.6) 14( 6.1) 14(100)
Job
Yes 15(14.2) 21(19.8) 47(44.3) 13(12.3) 10({ 9.4) 106(100) ' "
No 17(10.3) 64(38.8) 61(37.0) 16( 9.7) 7(4.2) 165(100) x=12.27
Length of residence in the US
3 years or 7( 8.5) 32(39.0) 34(41.5) 4 4.9) 5( 6.1) 82(100)
5 years or 4(9.8) 15(36.6) 16(43.9) 4( 9.8) 0( 0.0) 41(100)
10 years or 7(12.3) 16(28.1) 27(47.4) 5( 8.8) 2( 3.5) 57(100) ¥'=31.17*
15 years or 7(18.9) 9(24.3) 6(16.2) 9(24.3) 6(16.2) 37(100)
16 years or 7(13.0) 13(24.0) 23(42.6) 7(13.0) ( A4) 54(100)
Total 32(11.8) 85(31.4) 108(39.9) 29(10.7) .3) 271(100)
*p<0.05
Japgo')uese O;’P;er Rice with over Rice only
ngn‘;:se e z‘%h‘j S
o X ~ () 0
o 5 (eRe) 808080 080o
Bi 3 % Korean 54%
XY 'Hq',’L \J\ it
American 16% Ri;:i:;it? 43/;2

Fig. 2. Food style preference when eating out.

Fig. 3. Types of rices used.
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Table 5. Frequencies of MSG use N(%)
Often Sometimes Hardly ever Total Significance

Age

20~29 0( 0.0) 2(33.3) 4(66.7) 6(100)

30-~-39 5( 4.5) 48(48.1) 57(51.8) 110(100)

40~49 7( 6.5) 42(45.4) 59(54.6) 108(100) x2=7.93

50~59 3(10.3) 7(34.4) 19(65.5) 29(100)

Over 60 3(16.7) 6(50.0) 9(50.0) 18(100)

Education

Under middle school 3(42.9) 4(57.1) 0( 0.0) 7(100)

High school 3(9.1) 13(39.4) 17(51.5) 33(100) ¥=19.56%

University or higher 12(5 88(38.1) 131(56.7) 2371(100)

Husband's place

The first son 11( 8.4) 42(32.1) 78(59.5) 131(100)

The second son 5( 6.5) 28(36.4) 44(57.1) 77(100) x2=10.70*

The third son or above 2( 3.2) 35(55.6) 26(41.3) 63(100)

Total 18( 6.6) 105(38.7) 148(54.6) 27T(100)

*p<0.05 < 0.01
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Table 6. Frequencies of instant foods use N(%)
Age Education Family type
20~29 30~39 40~49 50~59 over 60 1 2 3 Nuclear  Extended Total
Instant noodle
(1) 0( 0.0) 3(2.7) 2(1.9 1( 3.4) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) 1( 3.0 5(2.2) 5(2.2) 1( 2.4) 6( 2.2
(2) 0( 0.0) 7( 6.4) 7( 6.4) 2( 6.9) 1( 5.6) 1(14.3) 4(12.1) 12052 13(5.7) 4( 9.5) 17( 6.3)
(3) 3(50.0) 42(38.2) 27(25.0) 6(20.7) 2011.1) 0(0.0) 7(21.2)  73(31.6)  69(30.1) 11(26.2)  80(29.5)
4) 2(33.3) 46(41.8) 47(43.5) 10(34.5) 5(27.8) 1(14.3)  12(36.4) 97(42.0) 96{41.9) 14(33.3) 110(40.6)
(5) 1(16.7) 12(10.9) 25(23.1) 10(34.5)  10(55.5) 5(71.4) 9(27.3)  44(19.0) 46(20.1) 12(28.6) 58(21.4)
Y'=27.92* ¥'=17.14* =287
Ham, Sausage, fried fish cake
m 0( 0.0) 4 3.6) 0( 0.0) 0 0.0 0( 0.0 0( 0.0 0( 0.0 4( 1.7) 4( 1.7) 0( 0.0 4( 1.5)
(2) 0( 0.0) 11(10.0) 5( 4.6) 1( 3.4) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) 1( 3.0 16( 6.9)  15( 6.6) 204.8) 17(6.3)
(3) 2(33.3) 43(39.1) 3(21.3) 6(20.7) 4(22.2) 2(28.6) 4(12.1)  72(31.2) 66(28.8) 12(28.6) 78(28.8)
4 2(33.3) 38(34.5) 47(43.5)  13(44.8) 6(33.3) 0( 0.0) 19(57.6) 87(37.7) 94(41.0) 12(28.6) 106(39.1)
(5) 2(33.3) 14(12.7) 33(30.6) 9(31.0) 8(44.5) 5(71.4) 9(27.3)  52(22.5) 50(21.8) 16(38.0) 66(24.4)
1=30.86* ¥'=18.03* '=6.18
Retort products
(m 0( 0.0 0( 0.0 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) 0 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) 0( 6.0} 0( 0.0)
(2) 0( 0.0) 1( 0.9) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 10 04) 1( 0.4) 0( 0.0) 1( 0.4)
3 0 0.0 4 3.6) 3( 2.8) 2(6.9) 316.7) 1(14.3) 1( 3.0 100 4.3)  10( 4.4) 204.8)  12(44)
4) 1(16.7) 32(29.1) 26(24.1) 7(24.1) 5(27.8) 2(28.6) 4(12.1)  65(28.2) 60(26.2) 11(26.2) 71(26.2)
5 5(83.3) 73(66.4) 79(73.1)  20(69.0) 10(55.5) H57.1)  28(84.8) 155(67.1) 58(69.0) 29(69.0) 187(69.0)
¥=10.88 1'=6.17 x*=0.20
Instant pot stew
(M 0( 0.0 1( 0.9) 2(1.9) 1( 3.4) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) 1( 3.0 3(1.3) 2( 0.9 2(4.8) 4 1.5)
{(2) 1(16.7) 2(1.8) 3(2.8) 0( 0.0) 0 0.0) 0( 0.0) 1( 3.0 5( 2.2) 5( 2.2) 1( 2.48) 15( 5.5)
(4) 0( 0.0) 9( 8.2) 100 9.3) 5(17.2) 2(11.1) 0( 0.0) 2(6.0)  24(10.4)  22(9.6) 4( 9.5  26(9.6)
(5) 5(83.3) 93(84.5) 88(81.5) 21(72.4) 13(72.2) 7(100.0) 25(75.8) 188(81.3) 187(81.7) 33(78.6) 220(81.2)
¥’=16.45 =585 =374
Frozen foods .
)] 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0 0( 0.0 0¢ 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0)
2) 0( 0.0 1( 0.9) 0( 0.0) ¢ 0.0) 0¢ 0.0 0¢ 0.0 0( 0.0 100.4) 1 0.4) 0( 0.0) 1( 0.4)
3) 1(16.7) 10(9.1) 7( 6.5) 1( 3.4) 4(22.2) 2(28.6) 5(15.2)  16( 6.9) 17(7.4) 6(14.3)  23( 8.5)
(4) 1(16.7) 34(30.9) 31(28.7) 6(20.7) 0( 0.0) 0 0.0 5(15.2)  67(29.0) 66(28.8) 6(14.3)  72(26.6)
(5) 4(66.6) 65(59.1) 70(64.8)  22(75.9) 14(77.8) 5(71.4)  23(69.6) 147(63.7) 145(63.3) 30(71.4) 175(64.6)
x'=15.29 ¥'=10.10 ¥ =5.34
Instant soups
(M 0 0.0) 2(1.8) 1( 0.9) 0 0.0) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) 0f 0.0 3(1.3) 3(1.3) 0( 0.0 3 1.1)
(2) 0( 0.0 4( 3.6) 1( 0.9) 0( 0.0 0¢ 0.0) 0( 0.0) 1( 3.0 4 1.7) 5( 2.2) 0( 0.0) 5(1.8)
(3) 0( 0.0 5( 4.5) 3(2.8) 3(10.3) 3(16.7) 0 0.0) 3(9.0) 11048 11(4.8) (7.1 14(5.2)
(4) 2(33.3) 23(20.9) 28(25.9) 4(13.8) 3(16.7) 0( 0.0 4(12.1)  56(24.2) 55(24.0) 5(11.9)  60(22.1)
(5) 4(66.7) 76(69.1) 75(69.5)  22(759) 12(66.6) 7(100) 25(75.8) 157(68.0) 155(67.7) 34(80.9) 18%69.7)
'=14.67 =7.04 1'=5.09
Dumpling
(1 0 0.0) 4( 3.6) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0 4( 1.7} 4( 1.7) 0( 0.0 4( 1.5)
(2) 0( 0.0 2(1.8) 201.9) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 1( 3.0 3(1.3) 4(1.7) 0( 0.0) 4( 1.5)
(3) 1(16.7) 17(15.5) 9( 8.3) 1( 3.4) 2(11.1) 0¢ 0.0 4121y 26(11.6)  22( 9.6) 8(19.00  30(11.1)
( 3(50.0) 56(50.9) 69(63.9) 15(51.7) 5(27.8) 2(28.6)  15(45.5) 131(56.7) 130(56.8) 18(42.9) 148(54.6)
(5) 2(33.3) 31(28.2) 28(25.9) 13(44.8) 11(61.1) 5(71.4)  13(39.4) 67(29.0) 69(30.1) 16(38 1) 85(31.4)
¥'=23.71 ¥'=8.43 ¥'=6.30
Canned foods
(1) 0( 0.0 2(1.8) 0.0) 0 0.0 0¢ 0.0 0( 0.0) 0 0.0) 2009 2( 09 0 0.0) 2( 0.7}
(2) 0( 0.0 5( 4.5) 1( 0 9) 1( 3.4) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0 0 0.0y 7( 3.0 6( 2.6) 1 2.4) 7( 2.6)
(3) 1(16.7) 16(14.5) 6.5) 1( 3.4) 1( 5.6) 0 0.0) 1(3.00  25010.8) 23(10.0 (7.1 26(9.6)
(4) 2(33.3) 47(42.7) 50(46 3) 9(31.1) 3(16.7) 0( 0.0) 15(45.5) 98(41.6) 94(41.0) 17(40.5) 111(41.0)
(5) 3(50.0) 40(36.3) 50(46.3) 18(62.1) 14(77.7) 7(100) 17(51.5) 101(43.7) 104(45.4) 21(50.0) 125(46.1)
¥ =24.09 x'=12.03 x'=0.85
Total 6(100) 110(100)  108(100) 29(100) 18(100) 7(100) 33(100) 231(100) 229(100)  42(100) 271(100)
*0<0.05  **p<0.01 =4 <0.001 1. Under Middle School 2. High Schoo!l 3. University or higher

(1) more than once a day

(2) 3 - 4 times a week

(3) 1 -2 times a week

(4) 2 -3 times a week

(5) hardly ever
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Table 7. Preparation of Korean traditional foods N(%s)
Age Education Family type
20~29  30~39  40~49 2 3 Extended Total
Kimchee
Home made 466.6) 52(47.3) 44(40.7) 20(60.6)  102(44.2) 29(69.1) 128(47.2)
Homemadeorbuy  (16.7) 43(39.1) 46(42.6) 8(24.2)  96(41.6) 9(21.4) 104(38.4)
Buy 1016.7) 15(13.6) 18(16.7) 5(15.2)  33(14.3) 4 9.5) 39(14.4)
Others 00000 o000 000 0( 0.0) 0t 0.0) 00 0.0) 0 0.0)
¥'=8.33 ¥'=8.94 x*=9.55%*
Soy sauce
Home made 116.7)  15(13.6) 11(10.2) 11(33.3)  26(11.3) 14(33.3) 42(15.5)
Home madeorbuy  O( 0.0)  7( 6.4) 20(18.5) 3(9.1)  28(12.1) 6(14.3) 31(11.4)
Buy 5(83.3) 84(76.4) 75(69.4) 19(57.6) 171(74.0) 22(52.4) 192(70.8)
Others 0(0.0) 4(36) 2019 0( 0.0) 6( 2.6) 0( 0.0 6( 2.2)
x’=35.89%** ¥’=28.59%* yP=14.05*
Soybean paste
Home made 1016.7)  24{21.8) 20(18.5) 14(42.4)  43(18.6) (20.3) 15(35.7) 62(22.9)
Home made orbuy  O( 0.0)  13(11.8) 17(15.7) 206.1)  32(13.9) (11.8)  8(19.0) 35(12.9)
Buy 5(83.3) 66(60.0) 66(61.1) 17(51.5) 144(62.3) (62.4) 19(45.2) 162(59.8)
Others 0(0.00 7(64) 5(4.8) 0(0.0) 12(52) 12052 0000 12( 4.4)
¥'=19.40 Y'=21.06* ¥ =8.99*
Red pepper paste
Home made 116.7)  20018.2) 13(12.0) 13(39.4)  32(13.9) 15(35.7) 50(18.5)
Horme made orbuy  O( 0.0)  11(10.0) 20(18.5) 206.1)  34(14.7) 8(19.0) 36(13.3)
Buy 5(83.3) 70(63.6) 70(64.8) 18(54.5) 150(64.9) 19(45.3) 170(62.7)
Others 0( 0.0) 9(82) 5(4.6) 0( 0.0) 15( 6.5) 0( 0.0) 15( 5.5)
1'=28.19% ¥ =28.16%+ Y=14.45%
Pickled vegetables
Home made 1016.7)  22(20.0) 20(18.5) 14(42.4)  46(19.9) 13(42.9) 66(24.4)
Fome made orbuy  1(16.7)  32(29.1) 33(30.6) 3(09.1)  73(31.6) 8(19.0) 76(28.0)
Buy 3(50.0) 51(46.4) 50(46.3) 12(36.4) 104(45.0) 15(35.7) 117(43.2)
Others 1016.7)  5( 4.5 5(4.6) 4(12.1) 8( 3.5) 1( 2.4) 12( 4.4)
1'=26.16* ¥ =31.45%+ §1=9.53*
Salt fermented products
Home made 1(16.7) 5( 4.5) 5( 4.6) 5(71.4) 3(9.1) 11 4.8)  921.4) 20( 7.4)
Home made orbuy  1(16.7) 9 8.2) 18(16.7) 0C 0.0) 7(21.2) 31(13.5)  6(14.3) 37(13.7)
Buy 3(50.0) 91(82.7) 82(75.9) 2(28.6)  20(60.6) 176(76.9) 26(61.9) 202(74.5)
Others 1016.7y  5( 4.5 3(2.8 0( 0.0 3(9.1) 11048 12 12( 4.4)
¥=33.85%* Y =4822+ =14.84
Dried side dishes
Home made 3(50.0) 65(59.1) 50(43.6) 18(54.5) 119(51.5) 23(54.7) 142(52.4)
Home made orbuy  1(16.7)  26(23.6) 36(33.3) 9(27.3)  67(29.0) 12(28.6) 76(28.0)
Buy 116.7) 17(15.5) 21(19.4) 5(15.2)  41(17.7) 5(11.9) 48{17.7)
Others 10167y 2(1.8) 1009 103.0 40 1.7) 2( 4.8) 5(1.8)
¥'=17.42% ¥'=3.38 ¥'=3.30
6(100) 110(100) 108(100) 33(100)  231(100) 420100 271(100)
*n<(0.05 ** <0.01 rhxn <0.001 1. under Middle School 2. High School 3. University or higher
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