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A Study on Influences of Buckminster Fuller in Contemporary Architecture

Hod™" / Jeong, Yeon-Jeon
HME3™/ Chun, Myung-Hyun

Abstract

This study is on Buckminster Fuller, who is generally known as a structure engineering architect, and his influences.

Fuller’s radical and utopian ideas and designs were regarded as 'paper architecture.’ But considering today’s high cost of

energy and the limited natural resources, Fuller's Dymaxion theory must be re-evaluated. Fuller's influences on the

contemporary architecture are summarized as follows. 1) His idea of controlling the environment through the use of technology

influenced today’s 'High-Tech’ architects. Architecture is no-longer designed purely by its formal character, but becomes a tool

of investigating environmental significance of modern technology. 2) Through systemizing mechanical equipment, Dymaxion

House prototype, an aggregation of high-tech mechanical equipments, influenced Archigram & Metabolist’s capsule idea. It is

expressed as a plug-in module equipment of 'High-Tech’ architecture which has flexible interior with mechanical exterior

image. 3) Megastructure. The Manhattan dome project gave an influence to many engineer/architects who tried to achieve an

ideal artificial environment. This is in connection to 1960's utopian projects. Today’s megastructures show new possibilities in

urbanism and architecture.

Fuller's comprehensive idea of humans living in harmony in the universe shows possibilities ,not only in structural

engineering, but in solving various problems that confront today's architecture.
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