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A Study on the Development of Cotton Fabrics during the Early
Chosun Period

Hyo-Scok Cho
Dept. of Clothing, college of Human Ecology, Kyungwon Univ. Associate Prof.

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to trace the development of cotton Early Chosun Period, by examining
the historical literary sources : such as production of cotton. various uses of cotton, trade with other
countries

The developement process of cotton fabrics during this pericd can be divided into three stages,

The first stage which can be discribed as a settling period, lasted 27 years from AD.1392 to 1418. In
this stage cotton fabrics were mainly produced in Kyungsang-Do, and were just about to be used as
fabrics for popular clothing. The second stage which can be discribed as a developmental period, lasted
50 years from A.D1418 to 1468. In this stage cotton fabrics were mainly produced in the southern parte
of the country which are Kyungsang-Do, Choongcheng-Do, and Jeunla-Do. And cotten fabrics were used
not only by the common people but alse by the royal family. The third stage, that is the last one was
an extensive period and lasted from A.D.1469 to 1592, In this stage as the demand for cotton fabrics
greatly Increased, the production from southern parts of the country fell in short of the supply needed.
Therefore the production was extended to the northwestern parts. In addition cotton fabrics finally came

to be used as money to value the goods,

Key Word : Cotton Fabrics(E®), settling period (271, developmental period(2#A 7)), extensive
period (&371)
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