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A Study on the Costume Reformation of Bei-Wei(-JbZf) Xiao-wen-di(Z377%)

Hyun-Jung,Park - Soon-Won,Lee

Dept. of Clothing and Textiles, Seoul National University

ABSTRACT

Bei-Wei(d534) arose from Ta-ba clan(#BX%), a race belonging to Xian-bei(#5). and it was the first
foreign dynasty that reigned the central area of China in A.D.386-534.

Xiao-wen-di(#:30%) found it necessary to adopt the ruling mechanism of Han race's(EHR)
"Sino-Centralism’ so as to establish orthodoxy of Xian-bei(f#) dynasty. He ordered Kian-bel (fEHR1%)
people to change their own costume for the costume of Han race. Costume was one of ruling means in
Xiao-wen-di(#3F)'s case. However, the revolutionary policy of Sinonization by Xiao-wen-di (%)
brought about serious conflicts and confrontations among classes of Xian-bei (f&5.). Xian-bei (%) wore
their own costume and opposed Xiao-wen-di(#373%)'s policy. Consequently, Xiao-wen-di( ) 's
Sinonization policy accelerated the downfall of Bei-Wei(ih%0).

In the course of reformation and downfall of Bei-Wei(4t#1), costume played an important role of

representing national identity,
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