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The Beauty of Korean Costume in Hyo-Suk's Works
Kyung-Thm Jeoung

Dept. of Fashion Design, Hansung University

ABSTRACT

Generally people and their lives are the basic object of literary works. Although each literary work
possesses a different degree of significance, depending upon the author’s intention, the description of
costume becomes an indispensable factor in the formation of characters and the social background.

In this paper, the types of men's and women'’s clothing in fashion from 1895 to 1942 are studied, for the
purpose of understanding the correlation between Hyo-Suk’s description of the attire and the vogue of the
time. Consequently it was clarified that his descriptions of costume have an analogy with the fashion
during the era. Especially this study ascertains that the beauty of costume as a formative art emphasizes
the altered. inherited and developing traditional Korean beauty influenced by exoticism.

In conclusion, the aesthetic consciousness of Hyo-Suk Lee tells us clearly that the beauty of Korea is
the universal beauty appreciated regardless of place and time. Such an aesthetic consciousness is not rigid
but continuously transforming. His literary work clearly shows a new aesthetic category formed by

combination of traditional Korean beauty and the aesthetic consciousness of exoticism.
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