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A Study on the Folk Costume of Morocco

Soon-Hong, Lee

Dept. of Clothing and Textile Sung-Shin Women's University

ABSTRACT

Moroceo is a country located in the northwest of Africa. Its offcial name is Al Mamlata al Maghrebia,
This country abounds in natural resources from fishery, forestry, mining industry and manufacturing
industry. However, due to insufficient irrigation canals harvests are highly unstable at the mercy of
precipitation, State religion is islam and few are Jewish or Christian.

1. Clothing: Muslim Arabians’ clothes are simple and the clothes of the Berber who have primitive belief
are splendid. Those are good examples of religious influence on clothes. There are various colors and
patterns in the clothes, however, solid color and stripes are the most commonly worn, Higher officials
and the upper class wear in their representative color white including turburns and shoes. Represent-
ative clothes in Morccco are jellaba, kaftan, and chalwar which are one ~piece style dresses cut out in
a straight line and worn by both men and women, Selham, ksa with which men cover their shoulders
and drape, and haik which is draped by women.

Arabian women wear veils to hide their body, face and hairs and are in simple silhouette, on the
other hand, the Berber are splendid with various ornaments.

2. Festivals and clothing: Traditional festivals in Morocce are customary events, ar: exhibitions,
agricultural exhibitions, traveling business, events from religious origin, birthdzay or deathday of the
saints, and so on, which delight the dwellers on the road and they are called by various names.
Costumes for the festival have no special mode, They add various ornaments and gorgeous scarves to
their ordinary traditional dress and they wear heavy makeups and tattoos,

3. Omaments and accessories: People in Morocco think their ornaments as the symbol of their wealth.

Therfore, they hang huge chains of gold or silver attached with gold and silver ornaments such as
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coins, nielle, and other jewels such as pear], coral, amber, seven treasures. Ornaments they bring along

when they marry are regarded as a dowry. Moreover, ornaments played a role as the mark of the tribe.

Traditional shoes are vellow sleepers that have narrowed front. no hills and opened in the behind.

In addition. there are various types of shoes with many decorations. As for colors, there are yellow,

red, white and colorful ones.

Key Word : Morocco, folk costume, Islam, Arab, Berber
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