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ABSTRACT : Characteristics and variations of chemical compositions in Co-rich crusts
occurred in the BEEZ of the Republic of Marshall lslands were reviewed. Correlation coefficient
analysis. hierarchical cluster analysis. and Q-mode factor analysis for 62 samples were done in
this study. All data were selected and gathered from the open file report of the cooperative
cruise done by United States Geological Survey with Scripps Institute of Oceanography.
Uiversity of Hawaii or Korea Ocean Reservach Development Institute. The average of crust
thickness. Co content. and Ni content of 62 samples from the 21 seamounts were 30mm. 0.58
wt% and 0.40%. vespectively. The mineral phases and associated elements assigned by
correlation coefficeients. cluster analysis and Q-mode factor analysis are following f'our 1
CFA: P, Ca. CO2 Y. Sr: 2) Mn-oxide mineral: As, Mn. Co. Na: 3) Al-silicate mineral: Pd.
Si. Al Cu. Fe: 4) PGE-bearing mineral: Rh. Pt. Ir.
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Fig. 1. Bathymetry and dredge locations in thc EEZ of the Marshall Islands.
Table 1. Dredge summary of Co-rich in the EEZ of Marshall Islands.
Cruise 1D Location Sample  Analysis Latitude Longitude Water depth ~ Substrate  Thickness
No. No. (N) (E) {m) (mm)
F-10-89-CP Lami 9 D9-7A 1450 161° 33.6' 2530-2525 Limestone 75
117 454 161" 336’
Cl0  DI0-1-1A 1" 50.0° 161" 28.7 2000-1800 Limestone 30
DI0-2-1 1° 513 161° 283’ 35
Lomilik Cil DII-15A 17 37.0° 161° 4117 1870-1690 Breccia 140
117 39.0° 161° 39.8°
Lojemeja Cl2  Di2-1A 11" 281 1617 10.4° 1910-1800 120
1" 278 161" 9.1’
Ujlan C13 D13-3A 9 372 160° 326’ 2130-2050 Breccia 55
9 373 160" 33.0°
Cl4  Di4-1A 9 461 160" 31.2° 2000-1825 Breccia 120
Di4-4 9" 453 160 31.8' 19
Lalibjet Cl5 D15-2 9" 369’ 160° 30.2° 2075-2040 Breccia 33
9" 56.7 160" 30.3'
Cle  DI6-2A 9 582 160° 29.2° 1610-1600 Breccia 105
D16-8-1 9 583 160" 29.0' 20
Cl7 D17-1 100 76 160" 27.5° 2000-1850 55
100 7.2 160" 272
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Table 1 continued.
. . Sample  Analysis Latitude Longitude Water depth Substrate  Thickness
Cruise [D Location N:. N(z N) (é (m) P (mm)
F-10-89-CP Lotab C18  DI&IA 10° 155 160° 40.4' 1925-1800 Limestone 100
DI8-3A 10° 155 160° 40.7° 50
DI8-6 100
Likelep C19° DI9-1A 107 36.0° 160° 22.1 2160-1900 Breccia 35
D19-2B 10° 359’ 160° 22.5 5
C20 D204 10° 48.0° 160° 29.6' 2140-1920 Breccia 62
10° 483 160° 29.7
Lajutokwa C21 D21-4 10° 302 160° 511 2100-1850 Breccia 20
D21-10A 10" 30.1 160° 51.5 18
M-5-88-WP Bwewa-Kan B53 RD33-3C 13° 297 164° 233 1600-1575 Basalt 33
13° 298 164° 2.7
Lobbadede B56  RD36-1 13° 52,6’ 163° 36.5 2475-2375 Basalt 53
137 51.4' 163° 36.6"
F-10-89-CP NLaanmojanjan | €3 D5-1-1 13° 02 162° 44.0° 2000-1900 Breccia 17
D5-1-2 137 02 162° 439 19
C8 D3-1-1A 137 39 162° 46.0° 1550-1180 Tr. Breccia 35
137 46 162° 45.6'
M-5-83-WP Lo-En B33 RD33-1A 10° 0.1 162 43.0° 2440-1547 Basalt 17
10° 1§ 162° 42.1
B34  RD34-A 100 26 162° 42.1 1390-1292 Breccia 6
100 32 162° 41.1
B35 RD35-A 9° 564 162° 524’ 1789-1243 Breccia 83
9" 595 162° 518
B36 RD36-1A 100 3.1 162° 49.8° 1124-1104 Basalt 35
) 100 25 162 513
F-10-89-CP Mij-Lep C23 D23-1A 8" 520 163° 103 1390-1300 82
D23-3 8 s17 163° 10.6° 25
M-5-88-WP Wodejebato B47  RD47-A 1° 433 164° 455 2691-2414 Basalt 17
11° 440 164° 457
B48  RD48-2A 11° 544 164" 42.8 1639-1592 Basalt 9
11° 546 164° 424 Breccia
B50  RD50-A 1° 510 164" 53.5 1428-1401 Limestone 63
B 11° 513 164 535
TUNES6 Wodgjebato D9 D9-11 127 60 164° 563 3000-1500 Basalt 30
D9-22A 12° 36 164° 56.3 41
Di0  DI0-1A 127 79 165 0.7 3000-1500 Basalt 49
o 122 65 165° 1.2
M-3-88-wp Look B4  RD#M4-1A 122 17 166° 8.7 2376-2040 Basalt 30
. 127 78 166° 8.9
F-10-89-CP Look Cl Di-1 12° 70 166° 13.9’ 1540-1250 Breccia 40
Di-3 127 13 166° 13.4° 20
D1-18 50
C4 D4-2A 12° 108 166° 18.6' 2025-2000 Basalt 4
o D4-3D 127 1.2 166° 184 37
M-5-88-WP Luwituntun B4l RD41 11" 427 167 1.0 1962-1583 Basalt 23
11° 4.1 1677 14
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Table 1 continued.
. . Sample  Analysis Latitude Longitude Water depth ~ Substrate  Thickness
Cruise 1D Location No. No. ™) (E) (m) (mm)
M-5-88-WP Luwituntun B43 RD43-1F 11° 512 166° 46.9 22482177 Basalt 42
RD43-2A 11° 514 166° 47.1° 4
RD43-3 12
1-9-84-CP Woden-Kopakut | A17  DI7-2-A 137 543 167° 376’ 1600 Breccia 5
D17-6 137 542 167° 383 Limestone 30
D17-6b v 30
Al8 DI8-10b-A 137 540 167 39.2° 1600 Breccia 2
Dig-11 13° 540 167" 38.5° 6
Lawun-Pikaar | AI5  DI5-le-A 12° 110 168° 59.7° 1800-1300 Breccia 5
DI15-4A 127 10.7 168° 583" 10
DI5-9 30
Erikub Ab D6-4A 8 453 169° 47.5 2900 Breccia 5
8 469 169° 43.0°
F-10-89-CP Jebro €26 D26-5-1 7257 169" 45.0° 1740-1700 Breccia 33
D26-8-2 7255 169" 44.8° 7
C27 D27-2-1 7 314 169° 39.9° 1670-1570 Breccia 63
734 169° 40.7
1-9-84-CP Majuro Al Di-1 7150 171° 05 2250-2230 Basalt 2
DI-3 7 144 171" 09 2
DI-8 2
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Table 2. Statistics for 62 bulk crusts from the EEZ of the Marshall Islands.

Chemical composition of air-dried basis Hygroscopic water-free(0% H-0") composition

Element N Avg. Med. Std. Max. Min. Avg. Med. Std. Max. Min.
Fe 62 12.7 12.6 20 18.1 75 16.0 16.0 23 20.6 9.5
Mn 62 19.2 19.0 24 24.1 12.0 243 244 35 316 13.0
Si 62 231 224 0.98 5.10 0.55 2.90 292 1.18 5.74 0.69
Na 62 1.36 1.37 0.15 1.83 1.06 1.72 1.70 0.23 249 1.23
Mg 62 0.87 0.88 0.14 1.40 0.41 1.10 1.12 0.17 1.62 0.55
K 62 0.40 0.38 0.09 0.83 0.25 0.50 0.49 0.12 1.13 032
Ca 62 4,02 235 2.76 12.80 0.67 4,96 3.05 3.22 13.84 0.89
Ti 62 0.87 0.83 0.29 2.00 0.48 1.10 1.05 0.40 2 0.60
Al 62 0.54 047 0.29 1.61 0.15 0.67 0.58 0.34 1.79 0.17
P 62 1.11 0.45 1.05 470 022 1.36 0.55 1.24 5.08 0.30
H0 62 6.0 5.9 13 10.6 31 7.6 75 15 124 42
H.Or 62 20.6 214 5.6 314 7.5
Co, 62 0.75 0.55 043 2.10 0.31 0.93 0.72 0.50 227 0.41
LOI 42 322 333 4.8 399 20.2 40.1 40.9 83 54.7 21.8
Ba 62 1514 1400 584 4300 830 1902 1754 728 5764 1114




Table 2 continued.

Chemical composition of air-dried basis Hygroscopic water-free(0% H>0") composition

Blement N Avg. Med S, Max Min. Avg. Med St Max. Min.
Co 62 | 5840 5350 2364 12400 1900 7457 6909 3210 16986 2054
Cu 62 810 690 521 2300 200 1017 917 657 3104 273
Mo 62 404 390 107 730 200 510 507 132 913 216
Ni 62 | 3990 3850 942 8400 2600 5044 4820 1191 9722 3135
Sr 62 1331 1300 152 1800 1100 1675 1655 137 2038 1389
\ 62 529 510 74 760 420 667 657 87 858 454
Y 62 183 160 72 430 82 228 204 79 495 110
Ce 62 817 765 224 1900 470 1030 990 258 2144 544
As 62 183 190 44 260 76 232 236 61 349 97
Cd 62 2.8 27 0.7 4.8 1.5 3.6 34 0.9 6.3 1.7
Cr 62 10.3 6.7 13.1 95.0 1.0 127 8.6 154 110.0 13
Pb 62 1294 1200 293 2800 830 1635 1611 360 3160 897
Zn 62 614 605 97 1100 440 774 765 110 1273 600
Au 14 <14 <10 <6 <20 <10 <18 <13 <7 <14 <12
Pt 17 420 380 181 1000 200 533 498 231 1279 274
Pd 17 22 1.9 1.0 45 1.2 28 24 1.2 51 L6
Rh 17 21 18 9 44 4 26 23 11 56 6
Ru 15 15 14 5 23 9 19 17 6 31 12
Ir 15 5.8 52 1.6 100 43 73 6.5 21 12.8 54
W.Depth 62 1857 1881 352 2900 1114
Thickness 62 37 30 33 140 2

A, Ru, Ir & 1570 244 3ol A

TaATh wEbA 99%9] Aol glolA Abm

g 0.32301%¢] Pt, Pd, Rh, Ru ¥
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P, CO2. Y5 Al @ Si, Cu. o83 4#a4= o
AES HH7E st A4 sfAE F glont
Mn, Co, Na, As. Cd. Pb, Mo, Ni %2
Mn-oxide #&°l, Ca, P, COs, Y+ Carbonate
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[}

Fluorapatite(CFA)l, Si, Al, Fex Al-silicate

Feoll Z]leke Aew sAd & gl

2EEA

2399 39 Au, Pt. Pd, Rh,

Aelet 267) Yiol thsle}, 15

alel= Aust PAE A9l 3170

THEAS s debd 62
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0.323 o]4o] fojgh Fo] Hul 1574 Agdte
]

0.6310] Folgt H4o A7t drf
TSN Ha 4o B FEHE



ohEEE maing i delaye) 94 il

o
CE

¢ Maximum Thickness ‘ R . MnfFe | : !

By B - : v o ¢ 1 B . . . o e
160 165 1o 175 180 188 176 175
15+ et IR e — 15 . b

P i ! ' * - ' .

| 4 CoE - o i

| S ! . ' / N T

{ L : . ,‘ P : | e e

!v’ / ) Lo i ; [N . !

‘ - ; b HE | . : N ;
104 - ' ! 10 L i

b - R . i

[ f P
e |
1 e / ” /
IR

"co ‘ N
si . R I O S S :
160 165 170 175 160 165 1o 17s

Fig. 2. Contour diagrams showing the variations in maximum thickness, Mn/Fe ratio, Co content,
and Ni content of Co-rich crusts in the Marshall Islands.

(Co+Cu+NX10
R

= Viusiarn Ralk chisn crusts

Avarage vwest Pachic crusts
Avetagye vesel-cenitral Pacllic srusts

Average Claon-Clppenton rone nadules
Avarage othes abyseal nodules
: Average Mariana Arc Mn-arides
.\@ ) Average Yap Arc Mn-oxides
N-l T f P T Y Cu Average Tonga Arc Mn-oxxies
'0 = 0 I 100 10 . Avarape Vak Fa Ridge Mn-oxides.

13 Avarage Hawa i Zones Min-ardes

Fig. 3. Ni-Cu-Co, Fe-Al*10-Mn, and Fe-Mn-(Co+Cu+Ni)*10 temary diagrams of the Co-rich crusts
in the Marshall Islands. All data are plotted in the hydrogenetic region and are similar to average
chemical compositions of Pacific crusts.
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Fig. 4. Results of hierarchical cluster analysis
for hygroscopic water-free compositions of bulk
crusts(upper; n=62, lower; n=15). A possible

grouping demonstrates four phases at least.
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