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The Social Welfare Thoughts in 4 Confucian Classics

Park, Seung-Hee
(Sung Kyun Kwan Univ. Social Welfare)

The soctal welfare system in modern world is generally recegnized as the most
effective measure against the social problems in capitalist societies. When a social
welfare program is introduced to solve a social problem, however, it used to cause
another new problem at the same time. In order to overcome this circularity, we
need to consider not only quantitative but also the qualitative aspect of social
welfare. In line with this problematic, this thesis tries to examine the social welfare
thoughts in Confucianism in order to rethink the meaning of social welfare.

In contrast to the modern social welfare as a social right, the social welfare in
Confucianism was basically regarded as the grace of a king whose purpose was to
legitimate his domination. But it was also based upon Confucian humanism and
institutionalized into the Confucian governmentality. [t was practiced through the
Confucian communality whose basic concept lies in the traditional family system.
The social welfare in this society was to be [ulfilled automatically by promoting the
production and by consolidating the solidarity of the community. The social
intervention, therefore, was principally indirect and preventive rather than direct
and postfactum. The social welfare supports in Confucian societies included not
only the material but also the psychological. In these senses, it sounds like that
the Confucian welfare system reached the very high standard. Although the real
practice should be cautiously differentiated from its ideal state, we may find

interesting implications from the social welfare thoughts in Confucianism.



