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Cytotoxic Activities of Herbal Drugs Against
Human Cancer Cell Lines (ll)

You Hui Lee* and Jong Dae Park
Korea Ginseng & Tobacco Research Institute, Taejon 305-345, Korea

Abstract—In our continuing search for new antineoplastic agents from natural
products, one hundred and thirty-five herbal drugs were extracted with petro-
leum ether/ether (1:1), ethyl acetate and methyl alcohol, successively and their
cytotoxicities were evaluated against A549 (human lung carcinoma) and SK-OV-3
(human ovary adenocarcinoma) cell lines. Among them, fifteen kinds of ether ex-
tracts, eighteen kinds of ethyl acetate extracts and seven kinds of methanol ex-
tracts showed significant cytotoxic activities (above 70% inhibition) against A549
cell lines at a concentration of 40 pg/ml, while ten kinds of ether extracts, thirteen
kinds of ethyl acetate extracts and six kinds of methanol extracts demonstrated
significant cytotoxic activities against SK-OV-3 cell lines at the above same con-
centration.

Key words-herbal drugs: solvent extracts: cytotoxicity; human cancer cell
lines.
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Table I. Growth inhibition rates of crude drugs against human cancer cell lines

Herbal drug A549 SKOVS3 Voucher
E® A Me E A M  speciemen
Actinidiae Folium et Caulis + ++ + + + + KG012
Actinidiae polygamae Fructus ++ + - + + - KG401
Adenophora remotiflora (Herba) - - - + ++ + KG402
Agastachis Herba + ++ - + ++4 - KG029
Agrimoniae Herba +++ +++  +4+ +4+ ++ + KG278
Ailantus altissima (Folium) ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ + KG403
Akebiae Caulis + + ++ + ++ ++ KG096
Akebia quinata (Folium) ++ ++ + + - - KG236
Angelicae gigantis Radix ++ + - ++ + - KG064
Arisaemae Rhizoma ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ + KG287
Arisaema japonicum (AP%) ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ KG405
Armeniacae Semen - + + - + + KG337
Artemisiae apiaceae Herba +++ 44+ + + +++ - KG298
Artemisiae argyi Herba ++  ++4+ + ++ +++ + KG199
Artemisiae capillaris Herba +++ ++ + +++ +++ - KG243
Asiasari Radix +++ +++ ++ +++ +++ ++ KG406
Asparagi Radix ++ - - - + - KG290
Aster scabar (AP) + + - + + + KG308
Aster scaber (Radix) + + - + + - KG407
Aster tataricus (AP) + + - + + - KGO015
Asteris Radix + + - ++ - - KG246
Atractylodis Rhizoma ++ ++ + + + + KG284
Atractylodis ovatae Rhizoma + +++  ++  +++ +4+ + KG126
Atractyloides japonica (AP) ++ ++ - + + + KG430
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Table 1. continued
Herbal drug A5§9 SKOV=3 Vou‘cher
E® Al M E A M speciemen
Bidentis Herba + + - + + + KG045
Biotae Folium et Ramulus +4++ + - +++ ++ - KG309
Boehmeria nivea (Herba) + - ++ + ++ + KG252
Brassicae camphestris Semen + + + + ++ + KG225
Brevipedunculatae Caulus - - - - - - KG431
Buxus microphylla (Fructus) ++ ++ + ++ ++ + KG363
Buxi Ramulus et Folium ++ ++ ++ + ++ ++ KG362
Calystegiae Herba - ++ +++ - ++  +++ KG087
Cephalotaxus koreana (Cortex) + +4++  +++ - +++ +++ KG016
Chaenomelis Fructus + - - + + + KG091
Chebulae Fructus + + + - - + KG002
Chrysanthemi Flos ++ ++ ++ + ++ + KGO006
Chrysanthemi Herba +++ 4+ + ++ + + KG039
Citrus Semen ++ + - - - - KG046
Clematidis Radix +++ - - +++ + + KG228
Cnidii Rhizoma + - - - ++ + KG285
Coicis Semen - + ++ ++ - - KG239
Commelinae Herba + ++ + + + - KG062
Corni Fructus - + + - + ++ KG154
Crataegi Fructus ++ ++ - + + - KG153
Dianthi Herba + ++ ++ - ++ + KG036
Duchesneae Herba + + + ++ ++ - KG144
Euonymi Lignum Suberalatum ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ + KG409
Euonymus alatus (Ramulus) + ++ ++ + + ++ KG355
Fuonymus oxyphylla (Cortex) ++ ++ ++ ++ + + KG282
Euonymus sieboldianus (Cortex) +4+ +++ +++ + ++ +++ KG125
Firmianae simplex (Cortex) + + + + + + KG410
Forsythiae Fructus +++ ++ + ++ - + KG207
Forsythia viridissima (Ramulus) - + + - - - KG411
Galla Rhois + + +++ +++ + +++ +++ KG214
Gardeniae Fructus + - - + ++ - KG310
Ginkgonis Folium + ++ + + ++ + KG237
Ginkgonis Semen ++ + - ++ + + KG110
Gleditsiae Fructus ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ + KG264
Gleditsiae Spina +4+ +++ + ++ 4+ + KG262
Helianthi Caulis Medulla - + - + ++ + KG341
Helianthus annus (AP) - + - + ++ ++ KG413
Impatientis Herba + ++ + + ++ + KG414
Impatientis Semen + + + + ++ - KGO050
Impatientis textori (Herba) + ++ + + ++ + KG100
Ixeris sonchifolia (Herba) + + + + + + KG021
Juniperi Folium et Ramulus +++ +4+4+ ++ 4+ 4+ 4 KG338
Kalopanacis Cortex + + ++ ++ - - KG335
Kerriae Flos + - + + + + KG360
Leonuri Herba ++ 4+ + + +++ + KG240
Leonurus sibiricus (Semen) + - - + + - KG307
Lilii Bulbus ++ ++ + + + + KG129
Liriodendron tulipifera (Folium) ++ ++ + ++ ++ + KG093
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Table L continued

Herbal drug N A5§9 " SK-OV-3 Vou‘cher
E A M E A M speciemen
Liriopis Tuber - ++ - + ++ + KGO85
Lonicerae Flos + ++ + - - + KG049
Lonicerae Folium et Caulis ++ ++ - + + - KG242
Loranthi- Ramulus ++ - + + + ++ KG163
Lycii Fructus + - + + - + KGO035
Lycii Radicis Cortex + + - ++ - - KG268
Magnoliae Flos ++ + + ++ ++ + KG193
Malloti Cortex +++ 4+++ + +++ 4+ + KG200
Matricaria chamomilla (Herba) + + + + ++ + KG089
Maydis Stigmata ++ ++ ++ - + ++ KG217
Mori Cortex + - + + ++ + KG164
Mori Folium + + + + + - KG166
Nelumbonis Rhizoma ++ ++ + ++ ++ + KG208
Nelumbonis Semen ++ ++ + ++ ++ + KG209
Oenanthi Herba . + + + + ++ + KG014
Oenotherae Herba + ++ + + ++ - KG063
Qenotherae Radix ++ + ++ - +4+ 0 4+ KG416
Paeoniae Radix + + + ++ - - KG120
Perillae Folium + ++ + - ++ + KG178
_Perillae Semen + ++ - + + ++ KG179
Persicae Semen - + - + - - KGO073
Pharbitidis Semen - - +++ - + +++ KG124
Phaseoli Semen ++ ++ ++ + + ++ KG255
Phragmites communis (Herba) - - - - + + KG004
Phragmitis Rhizoma - + + - - - KG056
Pini Folium + + + + + + KG1&4
Pini koraiensis (Semen) +++ + + ++ + + KG336
Plantaginis Fructus + + + + 4 + KG279
Plantaginis Herba o+ ++ + ++ ++ - KG277
Platycarya strobilacea (Cortex) +4+ +++ + ++ ++ + KG041
Platycodi Radix + + - + + - KGO051
Polygonum avicularis Herba ++4+ +++ - +++ ++ + = KG326
Ponciri Fructus ++ + - ++ ++ + KG271
Poncirus trifoliata Rafinesque ++4++ + - ++ ++ + KG267
Portulacae grandiflorae Herba + ++ + + ++ + KG104
Portulacae Herba + ++ + + + + KG186
Pruni Cortex ++ + + ++ - + KG418
Prunus persica (FRY) - - - ++ ++ - . KG152
Pteridium aquilinum (Herba) - + + - ++ ++ KG419
Pulsatillae Herba ++ +4+ ++ + + + KG420
Pyrolae Herba + + + + + + KG058 .
Rubi Fructus - + ++ + ++ + KG133
Rubi parvifolius (Herba) ++ + + ++ ++ + KG421
Rubra paeoniae Radix + + + ++ ++ - KG422
Rumecis Radix ++ + + + + + KG150
Rumex japonicus (Herba) ++ + + + + + KG423
Salicis Rhizoma + ++ - ++  +++ + KG229

Salix babylonica (Cortex) ++ + - ++ + - KG230
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Table L. continued
Herbal drug A54b9 SK-OV-3 Vot{cher
E® A M® E A M speciemen
Siegesbeckiae Herba ++ + + ++ ++ ++ KG369
Solani nigri Herba ++ ++ ++ + + + KG053
Sophorae Flos + ++4+ +++ - + + KG034
Sorbus Cortex +++ 4+ + + 4+ + + KG257
Spirodelae Herba + ++ ++ ++ + + KG137
Taxi Folium et Ramulus + ++ ++ + ++ ++ RG265
Theae Folium + ++ + + ++ + KG060
Trichosanthis Radix + ++4+ +++ + ++4+ +++ KG032
Trichosanthis Semen + ++ ++ + ++ ++ KG033
Violae Herba + ++ + + ++ - KG273
Xanthium strumarium (Herba) + ++ + + +++ + KG426
Zanthoxylum piperatum (Cortex) + +++ + + ++ + KG427
Zawadskii Herba + +++ ++ + +++ + KG037
Zea mays (Seman) - + - + + + KG428
Zingiberis Rhizoma +++ ++ ++  +++  ++ ++ KG169

Voucher specimens are kept in Korea Ginseng Tobacco Research Institute. Growth ratio (Y%) at a
concentration of 40 ug/ml, +++: Y<30%, ++: 30%<{Y<60%, +; 60%<Y<90%, -: Y)90%. A549: human
lung carcinoma, SK-OV-3: human ovary adenocarcinoma. “E: petroleum ether/ethyl ether (1:1) ex-
tract, "A: ethyl acetate extract, °M: methanol extract. ‘AP aerial part, °FR: Folium et Ramulus.
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