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A three-bofttle system (above)
allows contfinuous suction to be
applied to a thoracostomy tube.
The botties function as a collection
reservoir, a water-seal and a
suction control. the amount of
negative suction applied to the
thoracostomy tube Is determined
by subtracting the centimeters of
water of tube submersion in the
water-seal bottle from the
centimeters of water of tube
submersion in the suction control
bottle. Convenient plastic systermns
such as the Pleur-E-Vac system
(below) are based on the same
principles as the 3-bottie system
{Reprinted with permission from
Committee on Trauma, American
Coliege of Veterinary Surgeons:
Early Care of the Injured Patient.
2nd ed. WB Saunders, Philadelphia,
1976.)
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A, Superficial lung loceration close with an interrupted lemoert mattress suture
pattem. B, Deep iung laceration sutured with hernosfatic mattress sutures (1) and
closed with simple continuous suture pattem (2)
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