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The Historical Geography of Land-Use and Agriculture
Along the Lower Nam-River Floodplains

Summary

This paper deals with the historical
geography of land-use and agriculture
along the Lower Nam-River floodplains.
The reclamation process of the river
floodplains, the cultivation methods on the
reclaimed lands, and the land-use patterns
and processes are investigated. The Nam
River, one of the major tributaries of the
Nakdong River. flows through the boun-
dary between Ham-An and Eu-Ryong
Guns. Larger floodplains are located in
Ham-An Gun. The floodplains of Ham-An
Gun have been surveyed intensively in this
study. In South Korea, the alluvial plains,
mostly located along the river valleys,
have been reclaimed to provide fertile
agricultural lands. Those along the upper
river valleys were reclaimed before those
along the lower river valleys. The flood-
plains of Han-An Gun were reclaimed to
be the largest agricultural lands of the
Gun.

The natural levees along the Lower
Nam-River Valley were identified before
the reclamation processes but now hardly
identified. Relatively larger floodplains are
located along the tributary streams of the
Nam River. Often there are low-lying back
swamps between the natural levees and

Jeon Lee” - Ill Son**

the hills/mountains that rise above the
floodplains. The back swamps, called
‘natural bog lands in this region, have
been reduced in size and in number
through reclamation for the purpose of
agricultural and industrial land-uses. Now
about ten natural bog lands are found in
the Ham-An floodplains, and some of them
are being reclaimed for the industrial
land-use. This study suggests the emer-
gent need of conservation for the
remaining natural bog lands in terms of
ecology.

Seven agricultural fields of large size,
originated from the Nam-River floodplains,
are identified in this study: Kun(&%F),
Chung-Am(A¥E), Chang-chi(FAE), Baek
-San(®AHE), Ha-Ki(3718), Gu-Hae(F3)
E), and Chang-Po(ZXE) fields. The Kun
field was reclaimed during the Japanese
control and the Gu-Hae, in the 1950s. All
of those except the above two fields were
reclaimed after the mid-1960s. The Nam-
River Dam in Chinju, completed in 1969,
contributed the reclamation processes along
the Lower Nam-River floodplains. The rice
acreage of the region has been reduced
slowly since 1970 but the rice production
of the region has been relatively stable

* Associate Professor, Department of Geography Education, Gyeonsang National University
*x Professor, Department of Geography Education, Gyeonsang National University
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(Table 4). Rice culture had been the most
important agriculture on the reclaimed
lands for decades before the greenhouse
vegetable cultivation became more im-
portant in the 1980s.

Among the vegetables cultivated in the
greenhouse, the watermelon is the domi-
nantly leading one. Watermelons are
usually harvested two or three times in a
year though it is possible to harvest four

olA - & BINANYAN 4@ A23(1998)

times in one year. The rotation of
watermelons and rice is common in the
region. It is known the physical conditions
of the Nam-River floodplains in Ham-An
Gun is the most suitable for watermelon
cultivation in South Korea.

Key Words the Lower Nam-River
floodplains, reclamation processes, green-
house cultivation
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