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ABSTRACT : We reviewed the charts and photos [aken during arthroscpy of 218 Knees of
214 patienls(240 menisci) relrospectively, The male was 156 cases{73%) and the female S8
cases(27%)., The mean age of the patienls was 35 years{range, 7-68),
and the patients who had

The patients who had
delinite trauma history were classified as trauvma group(Group i},
no or could not recall trauma history were as atrauma group{Group 2), The trauma group
was subclassified into the the patienls with sporls injury, traffic accident fall dowr, slip
gdown, direct injury, and miscellaneous according to the causes of the lrawma, The patterns
of meniscal tear were classified into longitudinal, bucketl-handle, horizontal. transverse, flap,
complex, and degenerative tear on the Dasis of O Connor’'s classification, The aim ol this
sludy was (o compare the meniscal tear patlterns between trauma group(Group 1) and atrau-
ma group(Group 2) and between the patients before and alter the age of 40, The resulis were
as [ollows ; 1) The diflerence in the incidence of tear between medial and lateral meniscus
was nol significant statisticaily, 2) In Group I, 60% of the cases showed Lhe longiludinal and
bucket-handle tear and 52% of the cases of Group 2 were horizontal tear,
before the age of 40, the longitudinal and bucket-handle tear were 52% al the cases and in
the palients over 40, tear patterns which were thought to be relaled to degeneralive change,

horizontal and degenerative tear were more than hall of the cases(51%).

3} In the palients
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Table 1. Tear patterns in Group | and 2

Tear Group 1 Group 2 Total
Longitudinal 52(29%) T12%;) 5925%)
Bucket-handle 55(31%) 4T%) S9(25%)
Horizontal 24(13%) 3H52%) 35(23%)
Transverse 8(4%) 2(3%) 10(4%)}
Flap 10(5%) 3(5%) 13(5%)
Complex 19(11%) 5(8%) 24(10%)
Degenerative 12(7%) 8(13%) 20(8%)
Total 180(100%) 60(100%) 240¢100%)
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Table 2. Tear patterns in Group | and 2 according 1o the age
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Age< 40 Age>40 Total
Tear Group | Group 2 Group 1 Group 2
Longitudinal 40(29%) 5(17%) 12(28%) 2(7%) 59(25%)
Bucket-handie 43(31%) 3(10%) 12(28%) 1(3%) 59(25%)
Horizontal 19(14%) 14(47%) 5(12%) 17(57%) 55(23%)
Transverse 6(4%) 1(3%) 2(5%) 1{3%:) 10(4%)
Flap 9(7%) 3(10%) 1{2%) 0 13(5%)
Complex 16(12%) 3(10%) 3(7%) 2(7%) 24(10%)
Degenerative 4(3%) 1(3%) 8(18%) 7(23%) 20(8%)
Total 137(100%) 30(100%) 43(100%) 30(100%) 240(100%)
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