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ABSTRACT

This study aims to reveal the dissolving process around the customary common right to forest utili-
zation through a series of policies consolidating the modern forest ownerships in Korea under the rule
of Japanese Imperialism. The existence of the customary common right to forest utilization has been
widely recognized since the old time. Common profitable actions in a certain area have been given to
village residents to gain useful materials such as forage, timber, fuelwood, wild animals, soil, grazing,
and quarry in forest, which were necessarily required for their own daily life as customary commodities.
This right was divided into the right around common forests and special easement in forests. Therefore,
the common forests applicable of these rights were classified into village common forests and special
easement forests. Especially, General-Government granted the national forests in pre-emption to a
private(88.6%, 2,463,555chungbo) or public(12.1%, 299,050chungbo). After all, most of the common
forests were transferred into national forests in earlier stage and then later into public or private forests
by Japanese Imperialism.
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