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=Abstract=

Overexpression and Purification of p24 and gp41 Proteins of Human
Immunodeficiency Virus Type 1 in E. coli

Chae-Young Kim, Soon-Cheon Shin, Sung-Hee Lee,
Won-Bae Kim and Byong-Moon Kim

Research Laboratories, Dong-A Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd., Kyunggi-Do 449-900, Korea

Synthetic genes encoding the gag p24 and the part of the envelope protein gp41 of the human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV-1) were cloned and overexpressed as fusion proteins in
Escherichia coli, using an expression vector carrying T7 promoter and the poly-histidine leader
sequence. The overexpressed p24 fusion protein was purified by centrifugation, Ni-affinity
chromatography and CM-sepharose chromatography. The overexpressed gp41 fusion protein was
purified by centrifugation, C, chromatography and DEAE-sepharose chromatography. The purified
fusion proteins showed a high level of purity and immunoreactivity in SDS-polyacrylamide gel
electrophoresis and western blot analysis. These results suggest that this prokaryotic expression -
purification method is suitable for obtaining a large amount of the viral antigen which may be
useful for screening of antibodies to HIV-1 in human blood samples.
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A Ql A-A =} (accessory gene products)S =
Aoz delx Ut 4]

A £ ol of3t¥ HIV-1 who] g} 2
Ao N, A aeln AR R F BuE
A T2 FARAelA HusE AGA nlo)

22X, FdAste] 4 E, 29 2 o
Ao =8, vtk B8 5T FA) T8 5
of #& #4E A=/} Hadoh A BA7E
(WHO)e] =gl 93t 1997 &4 HIV 7+
A7 A ARz 37609 o ol231 )
om, 2000 o = 4- o] Suke o J &
91 Ae AES HIV 2447 A% Sojtn
A= A elt) [6]).

AIDS= 71 Ft ARAR 7o) gl B
Ale] Boz deiA gou, I HIVY 84
2 YL AAste FEES A4S Hexg
ol ol= = A#HE Vel WA AIDSY A&
s4ol At xobd st A (7). 2y @
A7A = AIDSE 9REA 2 83F= o)t
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HIV 249 o #.8 27]9) AAlalel o] ux
sh Zlo] H419) Aol
HIV 1Akl HIVZE QU3ol 2198 & 24

«l A& e gdudd d354 niAS

= FAsh= WY EC) F2 AHEH 1 Uk A%
°ﬂ HIV-10] ZFE =™, 7hd 2 7))+ HIV-1 p243}
do] Aol gy nEEr ZA 3ol
HIV-1 2 25 ~3709 o) &3 824 Hslo)
o i A HIV-19] th & )71 A S 2 HIV-
1p243 49 T+ Pasdly 241 olgz =
ol £t HIV-1o] ti& gA2E dwtE o2 gag
(p24) 3 envelope (gp120 L gpl160)s] A3 ]
7F AA A== gpa1 2 polol] i T FA
o] Hu2r} [8]. E&, HIV-1 &3] IgM &) 7}
AAYdH 3 AlZto] Aol wet g6 4=
A= Aoz By 3 gl [9).

@A, HIV-1 AP o2& HIV-1 7 e &
H&ol| EA3= A EF HIV-1 Bo] A ES
S FA AAbHel b da AreEm )
on, 53] E4W9 =4 (enzyme-linked im-
munosorbent assay, ELISA) ¢ 2] & O]JQ%}&} HIV-1
gag B envelopeo] I3 5o A5 ZHs}=
AlkEe] B A% - 9 - BAAFBEG A O]
F A B AHE 23 glo] 71 ol Al g

1 o [10].
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1985330 2o 2 7drE HIV-1 &5 2R
ok A g o2 AAbE HIV-1 vlo|gj A B
HEE Fdoz AME3le] A2 ¥ 14U ELISA
A ER §& FAHo] A ol 5 14
AlFEL Hlolgl 2 BEE AAME FYoz A}
SdogA #qA FHo FoF Folged ¥
=7 ol Rt A Ad e vlojya &
Eol= At AU £ v ol g g 1B
ol& &0l ol YA whgo] dojuhe A S
= s on, =g volgl A 2HE HFA
Hdel AEAEL AT + YD (1] 1A
AgA FEe] dHEL A4 A& E o
&3t AxE AxF HIV FLdEIY 4 #
H= dE2 AME-3F 24 0] ELISA A] ek o] 7}
2o whet o= Hx dAe] Ha Yok ol &
2A 0 AFES FdAdo] om g Fa
T FEET AEFo 2N A DDA GE
FAdE dld3tda, 2ol double-antigen
sandwich ELISA 2] & o]-£3F 34| Al 25 o)
e o] IgM M= 23 o] shsslded wah
27] A A 9735 GAEHAD, So
X O jA = AT [12).
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Biosystem 381A)& o] &3t 2 sllo] @A Oi
G4e ¥ 2¢9d 27te g9 faxE

EUT p24d Y FAAE AFF “‘?ﬂ‘!ﬂ&m
pRSETA Z&}Aul= (InvitrogenA})e] BamH I}
EcoR I A gt & 4 =ba]o)] Tig]71A (ligase)E o] &

sto] AGA A, 2T Fehan) = pRSETA-pAE
THEAT. 3 gpa1Fd §HAARE pRSETA =

2t2v] = o) BamH I3} Pst | A gt &4 =gl A

FAA, W2 Seh2Av= pRSETA-gpd1 & ot
EUh £FAEX2E )3T BLuDEE o] &3}
At pRSETA HEo| A%" 9L T pro-
Z4d st glon, £3F AE Yoo 23
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p243Y @3 FF (BLaDE)/pRSETA-p24)$}
gp41dty wd F3 (BLuDE:/pRSETA-gp4l) S
247} 50 pg/ml +7) 4 AL 3% 20 mi LB
o (Luria-Bertani Medium)ol] % && & 37Col|A
1442t Wi Fatgict. o] 2 A wigAZ FF 5 m!
< 50 pg/ml 4o A& g3 LBuj gl 2 Loj
HE £ 37CAA 1443 wyokstdet. F4) Wik
HoZHE AAEIYVE o)l & 2T FAHE
7}z 8 4=8led SDS-PAGES} western blot} ] ©.
ERLIE A R M =

3. p24ztel M

p2agt ol BdE F5 vt 2 LE 12,000
goll A 3087 A4 B3] #AE B8ty
¥-2]¥ #FA & PBS (phosphate buffered saline)$t
FHo= 23 NF F, MFEE F4 10 g3 TEI
(Tris 6 g, EDTA 0.372 g, NaCl 5.8 g/L, pH 8.0)%
4 30 mE go] & A8l &9 FH7
TAE gAsaT. H | FAE 12,000xgE
30837 44 B3t A5dE AA T BYA
(inclusion body)Z #&]stFc}. £l 24 o)
TE-I 439 30 mE H7M8ln & A8A0 &
gto] 229} (Sigma)E 0.2 mg/ml, DNase I (B.M)
& 10 pg/mi=l A H71ete 37 CAA 6083
SFATH °)F A ¥HgAIZ) vkg-8-& 12,000 X go]
A 30837 44l EAA BYAE B
3t ot Bl4d B Ao TE (Tris 6 g, EDTA
0372 g/, pH 8.0) g3 30 ml-2 go] A &g &
Triton x-1002- 0.5%% A A7}sta] 370 A 308
F EFEA 9 S AES Al 12,000 X gol| A
3083 A4 gt BY4AE e

°] R TEII (Tris 6 g, EDTA 0.372 g/L, pH 8.0)
ol A} M2 ¥ 8 M urea, 20 mM sodiumphosphate,
0.5 M NaCl &3 (pH 8.0) 30 mIZ 9l & =
T2 3Xste dild FE7t 1~2 mgmlY =
2 A 3%t} o] &4 1 M NaOHE 7}3}o]
pH 122 2% % NaOHZ pH 112 %% =847
sH) A3l e, 314 d Aol 1 M H:POS
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7Fetal pH 1052 ZA A A& A 1443
AT F, p243td ol 1 M HiPO £ NS A 212
o g s}stod pH 572 23 ste] g A &
A AAARAG A A-AIZ] & A4S 12,000 x gol
A 3087 44l Belste A e,

Bl g A5 AL 04 M urea, 0.5 M NaCl, 50
mM sodiumphosphate ¢34 (pH 8.0)| A 23] &
A Z Niaffinity ZEvETH90E AA A
o] ghZof AFoll X Ni-affinity 73| & A%
A7) 3L, p24g 43 g G DA S e
7} 912} WA 0.4 M urea, 0.5 M NaCl, 20 mM so-
dium phosphate (pH 6.0)¢tZ N o 7 hAF9] o
HAE ESAYL 7, TL EF A2 pH 694
pH 42 FAZ (gradient)2 pHE 2 Fo] FAH
p4g-4 S §E A A

Ni-affinity A2 0tE 2892 HA s p24agtdd
& 50 mM sodium acetate+3 ) (pH 5.4)°] A
28] EABRon, 24 F Fol& A CM-
Sepharose ZZvlE 127 & o] 84 50 mM so-
dium acetate 5% (pH 5.4)90 A1 22 AAE 4
Alsti et ol p243}- £ 0-1 M NaCl D= Ful)
2 &AM oy, 288 SDS-PAGERE AAEE
ZA}sHE o}

4.gpa18

=

=

2 B

=

gpAldtglo] A E F5 wjdd 2 LE 12,000 %
goll Al 3083 94 st #AE #sinh
Felg dAE PBS 3oz 23 AF F, A
Hg FA 10 g& TEI g3 d 30 mS Ho] F
detet o 250 E472 S8t} g
& FAE 12,000x g2 3027 Y4 Bt 4
S9E AA F BYAE B B B
Aol TEI $Z A 30 mlE H/1stn & A
71 & o) 424¢)S 0.2 mg/ml, DNaseS 10 pg/
ml=} Al A7kt 37TAA 603 WAl AT
o] A W-gAIZl &AL 12,000x gl A 30%3F
A4 XA SLAE FAFsdck Hg5E B
Aol TE-II ¥3d 30 miE 7}sliL, Triton x-
100€ 05%3) Al A7tste] 37Tl A 3083 28
stETh o] ¥k 43 thA] 12,000x goll 4] 308
24 BYstd BUAE d5sdd oA S
TE-II-&94 o2 A3 & 8 M urea, 50 mM Tris, 10
mM DTT &3 (pH 9.6) 30 mlZ 23} A| Z t}.

230 ¥ gpa1at ol -E 20% acetonitrile, 50 mM
Na,COs &3 (pH 10.8)% 23] FAAIZ &, C
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Fig. 1. Construction of p24 and gp41 expression vector. The pRSETA vector of p24 and gp41 antigen ex-
pression contain polyhistidine gene under the control of T7 promoter.

AzvtEaH T E AAEA T o] vkl 20%
acetonitrile, 50 mM Na,CO; &3 (pH 10.8) A}l
M gdE FAN 2 F 5L g59 2A4A
acetonitrile FE=E 20%0] 4 60%2 A2 =
M A gpa1F L& Eel 3o

E29 gpa1F LS 8 M urea, S0 mM Tris, 10
mM DTT 59 (pH 9.6)01 4 23] B4} & DEAE-
Sepharose A 2vlE 189 & 24 A 819t} DEAE-
Sepharose A EntE 1 5 A = 8 M urea, 50
mM Tris, 10 mM DTT €39 (pH 9.6)o| 4 =%
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of Ze& Z2FAR F, NaCl ¥ =2 0-1 M2 © 2 PBS ¢& o) Goat anti-human IgG-alkaline

Aoz Y Tu)sla] gpd13 P L L2474 B phosphatase conjugate (SigmaAh)E 10008 3] A A|

ettt 7 AL 1A Ao WA F PBS 93
2} % z] & " 2 ol i

5. M7|4E 2 western blot SA ol o 7 33| 43 & NBT-BCIP7} & &9 (PierceA})

o2 A A
#7199 %3} western blotol] A3} gel, 89

12] I Nitrocellulose membrane® & NovexA}l (San z o}
Diego, CA, USA)A] F15ke] AFgaheict. 2t R—
g2 o] FH g, HAL, 20 FLA e EEE
& &913}7] Yl A7|d =3 western blot p24, gpdl & FHAEE DNA A7 8 o
WE ol &sAth WA ¥A FUAgS SDSS |3l A2t 2 Ao dHEZ 4 F A
DTT7} &-8-¥ Sample Buffers} 41-& 3 1007l o, T L2 ZH (promoter)ell o] & L@ el
A1 583F E<) ©h3 Novex 4-20%-Tris-glycine gel pRSETA Zg}~v|= o) cloning3t$d T} Cloning®
M HA71d%E At ArldFol B gele p246*% A= HIV-1 p2438t 4 | Azt A
Commassie Brilliant Blue- 89l o)) 4] M3} 1 30% A28 693bpoln, gp4l3Y SAAE THA
MeOH, 10% acetic acid&-} oA &2 & Gel Dry- o] & ez 427 FE cloningdlH o™,
ing system& ©|-&3la] AXAZ T} western blot 375bp= ol Foj A glt} (Fig. 1). o]|F A 5o A
PHe H/NYEOR BN gl DA Aztel @a 9E wWHE dd F5 OAE
€& A7) % Y o 2 Nitrocellulose membraneol] A BL:DE:¢| CaCh#ie 2 3 HA3AI7] 5, §
ol A} 711, 5% skim milk7} L& F PBS hx o A RAgd HFE Bt e 34 4%
2 membrane-% blockingst$ th. HIV-1 &) kAl o+E H T Uy Zgan =g HE sl
2+ 932 PBS 2ol o 2 10008) 3| A AF) 13} @Qo}ﬂl SA A7 cloning® HE A draie
x| Aol o] membraned 1A]7F AF 2ol A} w2 ) agarose A7| G5 WS o] &3hd Q"L‘o}?\i‘i‘r. 3
Z) ¥ PBS &3 02 33 Al H et 23} whe gk Zhzte) g ih"—%-% v Fata] wjFeyel L

1 2 3 45 6 7 1 2 3 45 6 7

A B

Fig. 2. SDS-PAGE (A) and Western blot (B) analysis of p24 antigen purification steps. Lane 1, Size marker
(SeeBlue small capital); lane 2, Host cell (BL,,DE;); lane 3, p24 antigen-expressed cell; lane 4, Inclusion body;
lane 5, Acid precipitated fraction; lane 6, p24 purified by Ni“*-affinity chromatography; lane 7, p24 purified by
CM-sepharose chromatography.
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Fig. 3. Purification of recombinant p24 antigen. Elution
and CM-Sepharose Chromatography (panel B) are shown.

gradient (panel B).

TFE £33 T SDS-PAGES} western blot*}
o2 SFA LA LdHo gAY S Jeh
AL A3 A} (Fig. 2, 4).

2.p24 Y gpA1 B Wl

flr o g

p24 % gpa1dd B FFES Z+zt 50 pg/ml
otx] H@Ao] 5019 2 L LBH|Fd o A 144 2t
37Col A flask ¥ g3t BEE F3H) 9
gz gy 1 L3 FA9 S&FFS
oF 6 gollon, F g Td #FF9 drge
vl et 3d 5419 IPTGE AF&3% 4%
ot AHS-3kA) & A& vlud B A3, IPTG
E AHSEA S W Bd o ARES T
A0 o Ehoenz FEAE AlLER g
2 A Wil BE 52 2FE FH o
SDS-PAGES} western blot2. 2 2}+2}te] 3)gle] 2y
&3 g4 naAstget. p243dL 30Kdad)
poly- histidine A Jelz AT AA &
WA ol oF 2592 nHEE e, western
blot A| @A & AL Jeh AT} Fig. 2).
ET gpA1EA -2 18Kdad] polyhistidine -§-3Heh A
FHZ T A DNAe) 4 2023 =2
AR on, 22§94 Jehfold) (Fig 4).

3. p24gtelel

p2439Y 93 F3F BLuDEs/pRSETA-p242] )
YA oREH FAE g, 250 247
ZANEE AT F YA E B3 24

226 -

0.6 —T1
“ J09
05} los
0.4} 107
{06 =
03} {05 G
(12
{04 &
0.2} lo3
01 F 102
40.1
0 L ! L s 0
0 10 20 30 40 50
Fraction No.

B

profiles of Ni2+-Afﬁnity Chromatography (panel A),
The dotted lines are pH gradient (panel A) and salt

A 10 g2 (55 F) F 3 go BUAE H=r
st s BYAE TE ¢354, lysozyme,
DNase I, TritonX-100 5-& o] 43} A A )
@A, A4, A EY, DNAS Z4F E€ES Al
HeA k. o)FA AAF BYAE urea S5
o= &g F 899 pHE 128 &2 vy
< BAF AHE BUE F FHRFE Y35
urea %7} ¢F 0.4 M, pH 10.5 § A 2335t 4
2oA 14X17t ¥rx]&te] refoldingAl Zt}. Re-
folding & 1 M H3P04& ©| &3}l pH 572 @3
of AT #F& @HAL 4 FAHAAHY. o] B
A oA refolding® p243t Gulz o] 95% o]
o] 7}-8-4) (soluble form)o. 2 &EA| Yo, h3
a Fe @A) gREL AAE (pelle)F HY
2 FAEA B4 A £, A3, refolding 18]
2 A AR HGelx padd A EHe A
A padd Iz F 4 10% o]3Y-E SDS-
PAGE ¥ d¥ld & ZHAIFoZ A3
ot £ SAAWe P43t AL oF 60%
BAERLH refoldings A AHAAAH ST AXHEA
p243 & A DA oF REY=E FHAH
A (Fig. 2).

AT RAS A AAAZ g FAYY
o2 93d-2 WAt Niaffinity Z2rtET
W E o] &3t p243dE EEldAt p24d
4L AEH 2R 6709 3| 2E W ofr|:AkS 7}
71 poly histidine §g¥92 Fe2 FAHE= A
S o] &3t AT dHAL FE T 5 At

=



1 2 3 45 6 12 3 456

Fig. 4. SDS-PAGE (A) and Western blot (B) analysis of gp41 antigen purification steps. Lane 1, Size marker
(SeeBlue small capital); lane 2, Host cell (BL,,DE,); lane 3, gp41 antigen-expressed cell; lane 4, Inclusion body;

lane 5, gp41 antigen purified by C, chromatography; lane 6, gp41 antigen purified by DEAE-sepharose chro-
matography.

1.6 100 1.2
1.4
1 I
g 1.2 80 g 0s
o R 8Y°
g z ¢ =
- =S =
g 08 605 806 5
& 8 8 z
-g 06 < 5 04|
S04 0 =
20
0.2
0.2 \
0 ¢ L 1 I I 20 0
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
Fraction No Fraction No
A B

Fig. 5. Purification of recombinant gp41 antigen. Elution profiles of C4-Sepharose Chromatography (panel A),

and DEAE-Sepharose Chromatography (panel B) are shown. The doited lines are acetonitrile concentration
(panel A) and salt concentration (panel B).

pH 8 EAolH A x0] g F pHZ o]} zre] ¥-2) % puy

o

teloj & FAY R
A} vhEol MA hAF G GeA L 82471 50 mM sodium acetate $+% <} (pH 54)i Eﬂ7§ 3}
% p24 A& et p24aQ9 & pH 5-4% o CM-Sepharose Z&2ntE 13 WY o2 p243}
AN E2Ho ez AL F UAASG AT BANAG pudd S Ao @6‘ 121
(Fig. 3). 8% ¥ 9% SDS-PAGEE AA|& & 2 % 0-1 MNaCl 25 7uj2 §&A AT tﬂﬂﬁ‘
ook 97% o4 £xE sk b MER vaﬂ T 2 NaCl 527} o 0-0.4 Mol A} &
A A& AT (Fig. 2). Holow, p24dd2 o 03 M o] gl &5 ﬂ

ST



71 Azstg e ng p24 FAE FA@ 5 U
t} (Fig. 3). SDS-PAGEEX A 3} <} 99%% & <]
TE2E YAt (Fig. 2). &5 wigd 2 LS
B 2 F p24atd oF 100 mgs HA T 5 AT

3
4.gpM1g e A

gp413 9 28 739 BLyDEs/pRSETA-gpd19]
HgH o2 REl AAE Felstd 2202 #F4
E B T £4AE B2 B 2
AE p2dag el FALE TL3HA TE g3
o lysozyme, DNase I, TritonX-100 S 0.2 B4

r_‘

=€ AAsAG FeE dAe 8L FA
10gF F255 (FEFTHE 24T & AW

BUAE urea F=Nog La)A|7l FT SDS-
PAGEM}Y] & o] 43} &9 W} gpaigrgd el &)
S o3 A, AR A Z oF 75%7] gpal

o)) o] Y AE B & ABAE
a9 2 2XEA gpdl FUAAE 20% ace-
tonitrile, 50 mM Na,CO; ¢ZF M ollA $x|o] A
A7l F 5Y sheod 28}l A acetonitrile 5=
SN A gpA1 B 9L B £2AAT o) B
A A iR dAdd s dgAe 5
Aol FAHFNA AFeA e FHE &3
Holen, gpa139) 2 acetonitrile’s =7} 40%3 &
AX GE5 7] AR o R gpal1 PP S 1
L= 2 5 YA (Fig. 5). ¥ 9 gpa13t 4
S SDS-PAGE W oz M2 A3 Ax &
WA el o 95% ol de 2 gpa1gdo] FHAH
+2 ¢ F ARG (Fig. 9. 13 FAH gp13
AEg EMuHog 9=l 8 M urea, SO0 mM
Tris, 10 mM DTT £% 9 (pH 9.6)0. 2 ¥ 3A|A
DEAE-Sepharse 22 vwtE s Wi o2 pgp413}
42 ZAAdAt o ¢3d Ao DA S
FR o AFA F FY 2AS A NaCl 5%
2 F7MA a3 L £2AZT Fig 5). 2
H gpdl 39 4L SDS-PAGE B47 7} oF 99%
Bro AAEE UegHod, A9 o 2
A= 245 USE B 5 YA (Fig. 4).

el FHNM T < 2 Lujgd oz HE of
60 mgo] FA|E gp41 FL & AL F AU

= == T

=

=

!

1]

il

HIV-1ulo] 2] 2= Q7 £1A WodAag =9
Adutelgj 22 de] g2l deow, 2zt g E

-28-

# otk £ o] wojeiaE &
d, YA, 4 HF o Avse AgA
wpolel zol g @ AR e ohE ARl
A Aodh 2222 FEA4] dd = P
A TS AHEE o HIV-1upo] g 2 A RE
wetste zle] v Fasith EE "o
HIV 2+ AAMA] FAIZEHQ ELISAY & AHE
3t 2 ELISAkite] 9174 @ Eo|xy} v $& &
R3lg. A2 YETE7| &9 YR ELISA kit
o AMES)E p24, p1 UL 247 HAA AR
g oz ud FA s, U itz
#E % Sol£2 o 244D & AT @
24, & AT A HIV-1 §AAA o] 2
83902 AL p24, gp41F L E WS &
AztE oju] gHE 7 HIV-1 A9 d7144<
ol &5t APAZ s FHAEY FHE A
s [13]
pAFAAE AA FAA 98 A,
gp41-7-A A+ Immunodominant F-£o] Zxz]3ch
I WEz 29 E A DNA §471 2 of
23t 7t RS Az os 4 F A
AlA pRSETA ZgtAnjto) z}zt cloning3dlsl o}
p248rg SAAE 693bpoln] BamH [7 EcoR I
Alolell AGAA o, £ gpald}d FHAE
375bpo] ™ BamH 13} Pst [A}o]oll AZA| AT &
& WE| Q] pRSETAE ThZZ R E o 2] 3 9 )
AE A2 Jdor, £FAZ AlEH e dAT
BLaDEs7t o] G4 AW &8t TrEE|volA
FRAA7F LA, cloning® A7 HA} (tra-
nscription) 9 T}, p24, gp413+Y S A7} cloning
d Egtar=g 22 digkd BLaDEsol| CaCld
Hoz A ARAAY. 2 Agdd #FE F
Detel WY ¥ wAATE AT A F
UL 2d A vgd Yol fF=AZ AMEEHE
IPTGE #71elA gobs gdlo] Hgoz 2d
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